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About BC Parks 

 

BC Parks’ mission is to protect representative 
and special natural places within the province's 
protected areas system for world-class 
conservation, outdoor recreation, education 
and scientific study.  

The protected areas system is governed 
primarily from the Park Act, Ecological Reserve 
Act and the Protected Areas of British Columbia 
Act, and their associated regulations and 
policies. 

Who we are 

BC Parks is part of the Ministry of Environment. 
In 2010/11 there were the equivalent of 193 
full-time staff (FTEs) working directly for BC 
Parks – 40 staff were located in Victoria and 
115 full-time staff work out of regional offices 
across the province (including full-time 
rangers). An additional 38 FTEs funded 87 
seasonal ranger positions.  

Most on-the-ground facilities and services are 
managed by contractors, called Park Facility 
Operators (PFOs). Some PFOs manage one park 
and others manage a grouping or bundle of 
parks in a specific location. PFOs provide onsite 
management, service and routine maintenance 
in day use areas and campgrounds. Standards 
for this service are set by the Province.  

What we manage 

British Columbia’s parks and protected areas 
are a public trust containing locally, regionally, 

nationally and internationally significant 
natural and cultural values and outdoor 
experiences. Since the establishment of 
Strathcona Park as the first provincial park in 
1911, the system has grown to become the 
third largest parks system in North America 
(after Parks Canada and the U.S. National Parks 
system) and the largest provincial/territorial 
parks system in Canada.  

As of March 31, 2011, the system managed by 
BC Parks includes 997 provincial parks and 
protected areas, covering approximately 13.6 
per cent of the province or about 13.1 million 
hectares.  
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Table 1. BC Parks System1 as of March 31, 2011 

Designation Number Area (ha)  

Ecological Reserves 148 162,627  

Class A Parks 611 10,418,170  

Class B Parks 2 3,778  

Class C Parks 14 495  

Conservancies 144 2,119,131  

Protected Areas 71 378,766  

Recreation Areas 7 57,757  

Total 997 13,140,724  

 

 

What are...? 

Ecological reserves are reserved for ecological purposes including areas for: research and education; 
representative examples of natural ecosystems; recovery areas from human modification; 
protection of rare or endangered flora and fauna; and, unique examples of botanical, zoological 
or geological phenomena. While most ecological reserves are open to the public, they are not 
established for outdoor recreation and no extractive activities are allowed. 

Class A parks are Crown lands dedicated to the preservation of their natural environment for the 
inspiration, use and enjoyment of the public. Development in Class A parks is limited to that 
which is necessary for the maintenance of its recreational values. Activities such as grazing, hay 
cutting and other uses (except commercial logging, mining or hydro electric development) that 
existed at the time the park was established may be allowed to continue in certain parks. 

Class B parks differ from Class A parks in that a Class B park may permit a broader range of activities 
and uses provided that such uses are not detrimental to the recreational values of the park. 

Class C parks differ from Class A parks in that a Class C park must be managed by a local board. They 
are generally small parks providing local recreational amenities and are often close to urban 
areas.   

                                                
1
 As a result of Government reorganization, the wildlife management area program was transferred to the Ministry of Forest, Lands and 

Natural Resource Operations on October 25, 2010. 
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Conservancies are set aside for: (a) the protection and maintenance of their biological diversity and 
natural environments; (b) the preservation and maintenance of social, ceremonial and cultural 
uses of First Nations; (c) the protection and maintenance of their recreational values; and 
development or use of natural resources in a manner consistent with the purposes of (a), (b) 
and (c) above. Conservancies provide for a wider range of low impact, compatible economic 
opportunities than Class A parks, however commercial logging, mining and hydroelectric power 
generation, other than local run-of-the-river projects, are prohibited. 

Protected areas are established by Order in Council under the Environment and Land Use Act and 
generally have one or more activities that are not usually allowed in a park (e.g., industrial road, 
pipeline, transmission line, communication site). Allowable activities are determined by specific 
provisions when the area is established as well as relevant sections of the Park Act and 
regulations. 

Recreation areas are set aside for public recreational use. They were originally established to allow a 
mineral resource evaluation under a time-limited tenure; no other industrial activities are 
permitted. All current recreation areas are being evaluated to determine if they should become 
fully protected or returned to integrated resource management lands. 

Wildlife Management Areas are set aside for specific wildlife habitat needs. They are managed under 
the Wildlife Act. As of October 25, 2010, BC Parks no longer manages these areas. They are now 
the responsibility of the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource Operations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mariposa Lily, Soap Lake Ecological Reserve 
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BC Parks’ Principles  

Decisions regarding the parks and protected areas system are guided by the following principles:  

 

Enduring public trust  1. The parks and protected areas system is an enduring legacy and we are 

accountable to the people of British Columbia to manage it effectively, now and in 

the future.  

2. We actively pursue collaborative relationships and contemporary roles for First 

Nations for protecting and enhancing natural, cultural and recreational values.  

3. Relationships and connections with park users, communities, partners, sponsors 

and donors are essential to the long-term viability of the parks and protected 

areas system.  

 

Conservation of 

natural and cultural 

assets  

4. Ecological integrity is maintained and conserved within a dynamic and changing 

environment.  

5. Leadership in knowledge acquisition and reporting, and the understanding of 

ecological processes, cultural heritage and their interaction is crucial for 

management and responding to environmental change.  

6. We will maximize opportunities for education about natural, cultural and 

recreation values, and will assist the public to cope with environmental changes.  

 

High quality visitor 

services  

7. We will manage recreational facilities in an environmentally sensitive manner and, 

provide a range of facilities and programs that are accessible and reflect provincial 

demographics.  

8. We will seek opportunities to promote the parks and protected areas system as an 

integral component of a healthy, active lifestyle.  

9. We will coordinate the provision of outdoor recreational opportunities with the 

private sector, tourism industry associations, other levels of government and other 

government agencies.  

 

Effective management  10. We will pursue innovative revenue streams and partnerships to ensure financial 

sustainability.  

11. Although parks may provide different levels of visitor services, we will maintain 

standards relating to protecting a park’s natural and cultural assets.  
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Executive Summary  

BC Parks has moved forward on many key program areas in 2010/11 and has many achievements and 
successes to celebrate!   

BC Parks 100 

BC Parks celebrates its 100th birthday starting on March 1, 2011. This date marked the anniversary of 
the establishment of the first provincial park in British Columbia – Strathcona Park on Vancouver 
Island. In July and August 2010, the Strathcona Centennial Expedition re-enacted the original 1910 
Ellison expedition that led to the establishment of Strathcona Park in 1911. The expedition brought 
together a diverse group of volunteers and stakeholders in a positive and inspiring fashion to mark 
this historic event. BC Parks has been working with communities, First Nations, youth and sector areas 
such as arts, heritage and tourism, to plan celebrations across the province throughout 2011. 

Office of the Auditor General Report 

The Office of the Auditor General of British Columbia (OAG) undertook a performance review of BC 
Parks’ management of ecological integrity in parks and protected areas, releasing its report in August 
2010. The OAG concluded that while BC Parks has a clear vision and goals for managing for ecological 
integrity, the agency could make improvements in achieving those goals in seven areas. The 
recommendations focused on setting objectives, business practices and reporting out to the public. 
The BC Parks Annual Report will help track progress in these areas and provide better public 
communication on factors affecting ecological integrity in parks and protected areas. 

Premier’s Award 

BC Parks’ staff were honoured with a Provincial Premier’s Award for Innovation for the Denman Island 
project. Nearly 500 hectares of land on Denman Island were acquired using innovative new financing 
methods that included the sale of carbon credits in the international carbon market. In total, the 
acquisition program spent $561,960 in 2010/11 to acquire 528 hectares, valued at over $9.1 million.   

Facility Investments 

BC Parks’ capital program invested over $10 million in new and improved facilities during 2010/11. 
The capital program addresses visitor needs, supports cultural values and responds to conservation 
issues within the protected areas system. For example, new boardwalks in the Lucy Islands 
Conservancy improved public safety while also protecting archaeological sites and critical seabird 
nesting habitat. Investments in Naikoon Park in Haida Gwaii upgraded boardwalks to a wheelchair 
accessible standard. A new micro-hydro power generation system in Mount Assiniboine Park replaced 
much of the propane-fuelled power generation and now provides safe, environmentally-friendly 
electricity for lodge visitors. BC Parks also spent $1.6 million to upgrade and refurbish washroom 
buildings in 11 parks. In addition, nearly $700,000 was invested in playgrounds and other recreation 
facilities to support families and encourage more children to “get outdoors”.  
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Donations, Sponsorships and Volunteers 

The Park Enhancement Fund (PEF) supports BC Parks by attracting donations which can be reinvested 
in protected areas. Nearly one million dollars in donations have flowed into provincial parks and 
protected areas since this fund was established in 2008.   

BC Parks also benefits from many in-kind donations and thousands of volunteer hours. A partnership 
with Encorp Pacific allowed over 121 bear-proof recycling bins to be installed in provincial parks 
across B.C. since 2008. This amounts to an “in-kind” donation worth over $145,000. Gerald Roberts of 
the Strathcona Wilderness Institute was recognized as the the 2010/11 Parks and Protected Areas 
Volunteer of the Year. Gerry has graciously donated his time and energy for the past 13 years 
managing the Strathcona Park’s Buttle Lake Visitor Information Hut.   

Economic Benefits 

BC Parks worked with the Canadian Parks Council to measure the economic benefits of parks. The 
final report shows that every one dollar invested in British Columbia’s protected areas system in 2009 
generated $8.42 in visitor spending on food, entertainment, transportation and other goods and 
services. The combined economic impact of this spending was a $392 million boost to GDP and over 
5,200 full-time jobs. 

Other Achievements: 

 In 2010/11, the Province established 7 new “Class A” parks and one new conservancy, as well 
as made additions to 13 existing parks, encompassing more than 27,500 hectares.  

 Eight management plans covering 11 parks were approved and released and 23 draft 
management plans were placed on the BC Parks’ website for public review.  

 BC Parks developed a new model on the effect of rising sea levels which is helping park 
managers, municipalities and others make better decisions.  

 BC Parks continues to improve the Conservation Risk Assessment database which inventories 
natural and cultural features within the protected areas system and documents the level and 
extent of threats to these features.  

 Invasive plant “hot spot” crews applied mechanical or chemical treatments to approximately 
86 hectares in 67 parks and protected areas. 

 Cultural assessment projects were completed for 10 parks to improve our understanding of 
the cultural significance and traditional importance of sites in provincial protected areas.  

 Attendance declined slightly from 2009/10 (a year with exceptional weather across the 
province) but remained strong at 19.7 million.  

 80 per cent of park visitors gave BC Parks an “excellent” or “above average” satisfaction rating.   

 In 2010, BC Parks took more direct control over the Discover Camping Reservation Service and, 
for the first time, offered site-specific camping reservations at provincial parks. 

 Over 2.3 million people visited our website and more than 87,000 reservations were made 
through Discover Camping. 
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Managing the System 

Designation 

B.C.’s protected areas system continues to expand through land use planning processes and land 
acquisitions, adding lands for conservation and recreation. 

In 2010/11, the Province established 7 new “Class A” provincial parks and one new conservancy, as 
well as made additions to 13 existing parks, encompassing more than 27,500 ha. In addition, South 
Chilcotin Mountains Park (56,796 ha) was established by converting lands from the Spruce Lake 
Protected Area.  

These changes were the result of the Lillooet and Kamloops land and resource management plans, an 
agreement with the Lil’wat First Nation, private land acquisitions, compensatory lands and mitigation 
for the Sea to Sky Highway. 

 

 
Gilpin Grasslands Park, located 6 kilometres 
east of Grand Forks, was expanded as a result of 
a private land acquisition. The acquisition 
involved a collaborative effort between the 
Ministry of Environment and The Land 
Conservancy of BC. The addition contains 
essential habitat for provincially blue-listed 
bighorn sheep and other species at risk 
(including western rattlesnake, gopher snake 
and badger) and retains significant grassland 
values. 

. 

 
 

 

 

 
Brandywine Falls Park, situated along the 
Brandywine River 15 kilometres south of 
Whistler, was expanded to protect critical 
habitat for the blue-listed northern red-legged 
frog and other amphibians. The area includes 
small lakes, wetlands and forested uplands. 
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New Parks and Conservancies (2010/11) 
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 Changes to the BC Parks System in 2010/11 
 

New Parks and Conservancy Area (ha) 

Bridge River Delta Park 992 

Fred Antoine Park 8,230 

French Bar Creek Park 1,159 

Gwyneth Lake Park 132 

Mkwal’tis Conservancy 3,874 

Oregana Creek Park 286 

Skaha Bluffs Park 179 

Yalakom Park 8,941 

Total area of new parks and conservancy 23,793 

Area Added to Existing Parks  

Alice Lake Park 7 

Beaver Creek Park 8 

Brandywine Falls Park 267 

Buccaneer Bay Park 45 

Eskers Park 65 

Francis Point Park 2 

Gilpin Grasslands 124 

Marble Canyon Park 1,994 

Mount Robson Park 911 

Mount Seymour Park 1 

Skihist Park 353 

Tyhee Lake Park 6 

Valhalla Park 81 

Total area added to existing parks 3,864 

Total Area Added to System 27,657 
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Land Transfers and Boundary Adjustments 

BC Parks, at times, transfers parks and protected areas that are of local or regional significance to 
local municipalities and regional districts when they would be better administered by those agencies. 
In 2010/11, lands transferred included: 

 Canal Flats Park containing two hectares valued at $637,000 to the Village of Canal Flats for 
community park purposes; and 

 Maude Roxby (Robin Way Marsh) containing one hectare valued at $340,000 to the City of 
Kelowna for municipal park purposes. 

In addition, boundary amendments to seven parks (Cariboo River, Dry Gulch, Ellison, Johnstone Creek, 
Ningunsaw, and Otter Lake parks) and two conservancies (Neğiƛ/Nekite Estuary and 
Xaxley/Seymour Estuary conservancies) were completed to remove existing roads, correct 
administrative boundary errors or to clarify boundaries. The total amount of land removed in this 
manner was approximately 12 hectares. 

 

 

 
  

Lions Mane jellyfish, Gowlland Tod Park Giant Nudibranch, Gowlland Tod Park 
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Acquisitions  
Each year the provincial government acquires lands for parks and protected areas through 
purchase, donation and/or exchange. BC Parks’ funding for these acquisitions is often augmented 
by individuals, corporations, and conservation organizations. A provincial list of land acquisition 
priorities is developed from submissions submitted by regional offices. Decisions are based on 
budget, vendor willingness to sell, and potential partnership opportunities. 
 
Working closely with a variety of partners, BC Parks spent $561,960 on land acquisitions in 2010/2011 
to acquire 528 hectares, valued at over $9.1 million. 
 

Land Acquisitions 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Land purchase value $ 4,547,000 $ 19,500 $9,134,279 

 

Nearly 500 hectares of land on Denman Island were acquired using innovative new financing methods 
(see Success Story below). Another 258 hectares of Crown land, worth $3.4 million, were also 
transferred to the ministry for park purposes. These areas comprise over 14 per cent of Denman 
Island and will be established as new protected areas or additions to existing parks in the future. 

In addition, 10 hectares valued at $1.66 million, were acquired by land exchange, donation and cash 
from Malamute Holdings to be added to Stawamus Chief Park. Timber Crest Estates Ltd. donated 2 
hectares valued at $250,000 to be added to the proposed Somenos Marsh Wildlife Management Area 
and Denis Pelletier donated 24 hectares of land, valued at $475,000, to be added to White Lake 
Grasslands Protected Area.  

BC Parks also acquired 15 hectares of land valued at $320,000 to be added to Skagit Valley Provincial 
Park. Funds for this acquisition were provided by the Skagit Environmental Endowment Commission. 

 

Success Story – BC Parks Wins Premier’s Award for Denman Island Land Acquisition 

BC Parks staff were honoured with a Provincial Premier’s Award for Innovation for the Denman Island 
project. Carbon offsets were used for the first time in Canada to acquire conservation lands. The 
acquisition also involved a municipal rezoning policy that enabled the transfer of development rights 
called densities. Using these innovations and a cash donation, BC Parks was able to acquire private 
lands valued at over $6.7 million for $232,000 in cash on one of B.C.’s Gulf Islands. The lands will 
contribute to conservation in the under-represented and at risk Coastal Douglas-fir biogeoclimatic 
zone. It also protects wetlands and B.C.’s largest population of endangered Taylor’s Checkerspot 
butterflies.  
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Management Planning 
A management plan provides long-term guidance for the management of a protected area. It 
outlines the vision for the protected area, defines the role and significance of the protected area, 
describes management objectives and responds to current and predicted future threats and 
opportunities by defining a set of management strategies. Management plans also identify user 
activities that are considered appropriate for that protected area. Management plans are often 
developed in consultation with First Nations, local government, the public and stakeholders. 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Percentage of parks and protected areas with valid 
approved management plans 

60% 65% 66% 

 

What it means: 

In 2010/11, eight management plans covering 11 protected 
areas were approved. This includes the first management plan 
approved for a conservancy. The Upper Rogers kólii7 
Conservancy Management Plan was completed in March 2011 
and was developed collaboratively by BC Parks, the Samahquam 
Nation, the Skatin First Nations and the Douglas First Nation. 

There were also 23 draft 
management plans released for 
public review through the BC 
Parks’ website. All management 
planning processes include a 
minimum of a 30-day web-based 
public review of the draft management plan. In 2010/11, more 
management plans were released for web-based public review than 
ever before.  

The number of protected areas increased in 2010/11 as did the overall 
percentage of the areas with management direction. Over 66 per cent 
(up from 65.4 per cent last year) of parks and protected areas now 
have valid management direction. 

Lessons learned: 

Management planning is a fundamental component of protected areas management. While the 
Office of the Auditor General of British Columbia’s report acknowledged that approximately 80 per 
cent of protected areas have some level of management direction, the adequacy of this direction is 
variable.  

How it’s measured: 

Only 'valid' management plans 
are included. Management plans 
are considered to be 'valid' if the 
management plan still provides 
adequate strategic direction and 
guidance for the management of 
a protected area (in general, this 
means that the management plan 
has been updated or completed 
within the last 10 years). 
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As a result, BC Parks is reviewing and updating its management planning policies to clarify the 
management planning process and reflect current and new approaches. 

 

 

Management Plan Approved in 2010/11 Protected Areas 

Atna River Park Management Plan Atna River Park 

Burnie-Shea Park and Burnie River Protected Area  
Management Plan 

Tazdli Wyiez Bin/Burnie-Shea Park 

Burnie River Protected Area 

Morice Lake Park Management Plan Morice Lake Park 

Mount Robson Park Management Plan Mount Robson Park 

Mount Robson Protected Area 

Mount Robson Corridor Protected Area 

Nadina Mountain Park Management Plan Nadina Mountain Park 

Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice Park Management Plan Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice Park 

Old Man Lake Park Management Plan Old Man Lake Park 

Upper Rogers kólii7 Conservancy Management Plan Upper Rogers kólii7 Conservancy 

 

 

 

 

 

  

That you can sign up to receive notification of all new opportunities to 
provide input into our management plans? By having your say on 
management plans you are helping to protect the values in our parks and 
protected areas.    
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/ 

 

 

Did You 
Know ... 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/
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Conservation Management  

Climate Change 

In British Columbia, climate change is impacting our ecosystems, our economy and our communities. 
Disturbances in parks and protected areas may result from more extreme weather events, droughts, 
flooding, insect outbreaks, invasive species, coastal erosion and wildfires. More subtle effects include 
a gradual increase in temperature (especially in the winter), shrinking glaciers, rising sea levels and 
changes to the water cycle. These changes, while not dramatic on a day to day basis, will affect the 
distribution of species and the organization of ecosystems.  

The protected areas system plays a key role in the response to climate change. The future of 
protected areas management will be in maintaining functioning ecosystems and facilitating the 
movement of species within and across boundaries. The ways in which protected areas are used for 
tourism and recreation will also change in response to a different climate and associated weather 
patterns. 

Challenges such as climate change create new opportunities and enable us to show leadership by 
taking on new and innovative approaches to environmental management. Such approaches will be 
essential for enabling the protected areas system to adapt to and survive environmental instability. 

 

Success Story – Modelling Shoreline Sensitivity 

Climate change will affect protected areas in multiple, complex ways. BC Parks is undertaking 
research in a number of areas to better understand the effects of climate change on protected areas. 

One recent initiative models the effect of rising sea levels and 
is helping our managers and others make better decisions. 

BC Parks manages close to one-third of the shoreline of the 
province. This shoreline will be impacted to some degree by 
sea level rise in the future. The most recent predictions 
indicate that it will be between one and two metres by the 
end of the century. This will have major consequences for 
both the natural and built environments in the protected 
areas system.  

A computer model of the sensitivity of the shoreline to sea 
level rise has been built by BC Parks and applied to the entire 
coastline of B.C. This model is allowing us to see where the 

coastline is most at risk and helps us make decisions about where investments in infrastructure will be 
least at risk. The model has been shared with other coastline managers including Parks Canada and 
local governments. 
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Facility Planning for Shoreline Sensitivity 

In 2010/11, capital investments were made in Rebecca Spit Marine Park to address road and trail 
degradation and to help protect the landscape.  

Rebecca Spit Marine Park includes 22 hectares 
upland and 155 hectares of foreshore. The park 
offers unique marine and terrestrial features 
and has high conservation values with a rich 
cultural history, and is a part of the We Wai Kai 
First Nation traditional territory. The Rebecca 
Spit Marine Park is popular for overnight marine 
use, land based tourism and special events, and 
currently has an average of 150,000 visitors a 
year. 

Winter storm events and high tides are 
becoming more intense and more frequent and 
this, combined with sea level rise, is having an 
impact on the park. Assessments indicate that 
all of the shoreline is sensitive to sea level rise. 
Further investments are planned for shoreline protection along the road at high risk locations. 

 

Success Story – BC Parks’ Environment-friendly Infrastructure 

 

In 2010/11, BC Parks invested in a micro hydro system to provide power to Mount Assiniboine Lodge. 
This project reduces the amount of propane needed in Mount Assiniboine Park and cuts down on the 
number of helicopter flights required to bring in fuel. The micro- hydro system provides safer power 

for staff and lodge visitors, reduces greenhouse gas emissions 
and results in less noise 
pollution from 
helicopters. The micro 
hydro installation taps 
into a renewable energy 
resource using 
structures which are 
sensitive to the alpine 
landscape.  

Erosion along trail in Rebecca Spit Marine Park 
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Ecological Integrity 

Ecological integrity occurs when an area or network of areas supports biological diversity, natural 
ecosystem composition, structure and function, and maintains a capacity for self-renewal.  

Ecological integrity in the protected areas system exists in a continuum of management goals and 
objectives, from small, roadside parks that provide frontcountry recreation opportunities to large 
wilderness parks or protected area complexes.   

Small recreation parks generally offer a natural setting, however, ecological processes are often 
interrupted by planned human disturbance (recreation and facilities) or by proximity to urban, rural 
or industrial landscapes. The greatest total area of the protected areas system consists of large, 
ecologically self-sustaining protected areas. For the most part, such protected areas are difficult to 
access and have only limited backcountry use. Between these extremes, there are many medium-
sized, mixed-use protected areas which may have small intensively used frontcountry or backcountry 
areas but which are still large enough to sustain most ecological processes. Conscientious 
management of these areas can address some of the deleterious aspects of smaller size and proximity 
to disturbed landscapes.   

The most effective means of managing for ecological values is to spend time in protected areas 
observing changes and addressing the observed threats. BC Parks has developed the Conservation 
Risk Assessment database to inventory natural and cultural features within the protected areas 
system and to document the level and extent of threats to these features. This information helps to 
inform and direct management actions of staff.  

 

Success Story – Spartina control in British Columbia 

Threats to ecological integrity include invasive species. 
In 2010, the Ministry of Environment partnered with 
Ducks Unlimited Canada to remove Spartina in the 
Boundary Bay Wildlife Management Area. Spartina 
refers to several species of highly aggressive aquatic 
intertidal cordgrasses which are invading thousands of 
hectares of intertidal mudflats along the west coast of 
the United States and are rapidly spreading into the 
Strait of Georgia. Spartina invasions result in the loss of 
migratory bird and salmon habitat, as well as the loss 
of economically important shellfish.  

Fifty thousand dollars  provided by the Ministry 
enabled Ducks Unlimited Canada, and other partners to mount the largest response to Spartina since 
the program began in 2003. Approximately 100 km in the Fraser Delta and 90 km of shoreline on the 
east coast of Vancouver Island was mapped, and about 10 per cent of currently known two hectares 
of Spartina infestation in British Columbia was successfully removed under this project. 
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Success Story – Invasive Plant “Hot Spot” Crews 

Invasive species are a key threat for many of B.C.’s protected areas. In response, BC Parks committed 
$100,000 to invasive species projects. Most of these funds were leveraged by the Invasive Plant 
Council of BC (IPCBC) for direct treatments. 

In the spring of 2010, BC Parks signed an agreement with the IPCBC to undertake a second year of 
facilitating province-wide “hot spot crews” for on-the-ground invasive plant management activities. 

The IPCBC was fortunate to receive federal and provincial 
government grants for this initiative.   

In 2010/11, a total of 67 provincial parks and protected 
areas were visited by operational crews. Invasive plant 
activities included inventories and mechanical and/or 
chemical treatments. BC Parks was able to benefit from 
the 327 person days the crews spent on treating 
approximately 86 hectares and inventorying over 1,000 
hectares of land. There were 128 invasive plant species 
treated on 1,712 sites. The labour costs were covered by 
the IPCBC while BC Parks contributed monies for their 
travel and supplies. The crews worked under the 
direction of the regional weed committees to ensure 
work was done in an integrated manner and on priority 
lands.  

BC Parks and other Ministry of Environment regional staff 
have stepped up to help reduce the devastating impacts 
of invasive plants. Thanks to these staff, we have been 
successful in many parts of the province in controlling or 
containing invasive plants.  

 

 

 

  

Hotspot crews digging out invasive Baby’s Breath 
 in Sun-Oka Beach Park 
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Representation  

In the early 1990s, the B.C. government launched a major land use planning process with one of the 
primary outputs being the identification of new areas for protection. The focus of the government’s 
Protected Areas Strategy released in 1993 was to protect 12 per cent of the province – lands made up 
of viable, representative examples of natural diversity in the province, representative of the major 
terrestrial, marine and freshwater ecosystems. This overarching target has been exceeded and 
approximately 14 per cent of the province is currently protected. 
 

 Representation Snapshot 2010/11 

Land Number of land zones that meet the 12% target for area protected (out of 16) 7 
 

  

Lake Number of lake zones that meet the 12% target for numbers protected (out of 13) 9 
 

  

Marine 
Number of marine zones that meet the 10% national target for area protected 
(out of 10) 

0 

 
It is clear that there are several land, lake and marine zones 
which remain significantly underrepresented within B.C.’s 
protected areas system.   
 

However, federal, regional and local parks also add to the 
protection of these lands. For instance, in the smallest 
biogeoclimatic zone (Coastal Douglas-fir) there are 7,331 
hectares of provincial protected area, 2,592 hectares of 
federal protected area and 6,152 hectares of regionally 
protected lands – increasing the total protected Coastal 
Douglas-fir lands to 6.6 per cent. In the marine realm, if the national protected areas are also 
considered, B.C. has one area over 10 per cent.  

How it’s measured: 

This table looks at 3 data sets – the 
percentage of each biogeoclimatic 
zone (land), EAU BC lake units 
(freshwater), and marine 
ecosections (marine) that are 
protected. Only those lands within 
BC Parks were considered.  
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Cultural Integrity 

Protecting and managing cultural values, facilities, sites and landscapes are integral parts of BC 
Parks’ mandate. BC Parks provides services and takes actions to maintain or improve the condition 
of cultural values. In particular, BC Parks works closely with British Columbia’s diverse First Nations 
to ensure that their heritage is respected, conserved and enhanced.  

 

Dealing with Threats to Cultural Heritage 

In 2010/11, cultural assessment projects were completed for 10 parks to improve our understanding 

of the cultural significance and traditional importance of sites in provincial protected areas. Projects 

included: 

 A cultural heritage assessment in Morice Lake Park. The areas assessed are within 

Wet’suwet’en traditional territory, are rich in culture, and remain very important to the 

First Nation as they are spawning areas for several salmon species.  

 An assessment of archaeological values in Edge Hills Park. The assessment focused on 

the Pear Lake addition. A previous report suggested that the Cold Spring archaeological 

site located in the Pear Lake addition is “one of the largest and most spectacular in the 

northwest plateau.” 

 An archaeological overview assessment in Broughton Archipelago Marine Park and 

Conservancy. It compiled existing knowledge about recorded archaeological sites and 

historical First Nations land use (e.g. habitation/resource use sites). 

 A compilation of existing information regarding the historic use in Yorke Island 

Conservancy. Yorke Island was used as a principal gun emplacement guarding 

Johnstone Strait from invasion by Japanese warships in World War II.  

 

  



 
 

 

BC Parks    2010/11 Annual Report I Page 14 

 

 
 
Success Story – Facility Investments to Protect Cultural Heritage 

 

The Lucy Islands Conservancy is an 
archipelago located 15 km west of Prince 
Rupert. Over 86 per cent of the 206 
hectares protected by Lucy Islands 
Conservancy are foreshore (marine) areas. 
This new conservancy is a jewel in B.C.’s 
protected areas system. Established in 2008 
and collaboratively managed with the 
Metlakatla and Lax Kw’alaams First Nations, 
the Lucy Islands Conservancy protects 
critical seabird nesting habitat and supports 
contemporary marine food harvesting as 
well as popular recreation opportunities for 
residents and tourists. The Prince Rupert 
Rotary Club donated $1,500 for interpretive 
signs.  

The conservancy is a nationally significant 
breeding site for Rhinoceros Auklets. These 
auklets dig long underground burrows 
where they make their nests. In addition, 
the Lucy Islands Conservancy contains some 
of the oldest archaeological sites on the 
north coast of British Columbia.  

Prior to the Lucy Islands becoming a 
conservancy, the boardwalk facilities were 
rotten and hazardous. BC Parks, working with the collaborative management group, replaced the 
boardwalk which serves to protect the archaeological and bird nesting values on Lucy Island. 
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Visitor Experiences 
 

Provincial parks provide recreational services and opportunities that contribute to local economies, 
promote active living and support an appreciation for the natural environment.  

Communities in British Columbia are experiencing demographic changes including increasing ethnic 
diversity and a growing population of active, retired people. Trends in the tourism industry, such as 
the growing interest in cultural tourism and adventure sports, are also relevant for BC Parks. Finally, 
broader environmental changes, such as water shortages, sea level rise and extreme weather, due to 
climate change may influence choices about the nature and location of outdoor activities. These 
changes will require BC Parks to adjust the facilities and services offered in protected areas to reach 
different types of user groups and to maintain high levels of visitor satisfaction. 

Facility Improvements 

Facilities allow people to enjoy the protected areas system in a healthy, safe and environmentally 
sensitive manner. The protected areas system includes about 10,700 vehicle accessible campsites and 
another 2,000 designated backcountry campsites, about 6,000 kilometres of hiking trails, over 1,000 

kilometres of roads, 60 picnic shelters, 126 boat launch areas 
and many other facilities such as cabins, water and sewer 
systems, docks and mooring buoys. The total value of all these 
assets is estimated to be about $700 million. 

The demand for facilities changes over time, reflecting 
demographic shifts, new activities and interests, and even 
cultural values and lifestyle changes. Over the last three years, 
BC Parks has invested more than $10 million a year in both 
new facilities and the repair and refurbishment of existing 
assets. 

 

Capital Facilities Program 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Campground & day use areas $1,134,655 $1,194,500 $3,088,400 

Toilet & shower buildings                     - $700,000 $2,128,000 

Water & sewer systems $6,921,000 $5,473,500 $2,066,500 

Roads & trails $1,083,500 $1,874,000 $1,670,100 

Other buildings & structures
2
 $1,613,500 $1,532,000 $1,427,000 

Total Facilities Capital Expenditures $10,752,655 $10,774,000 $10,380,000 

 

                                                
2
 Other buildings & structures include picnic shelters, boat launches, viewing platforms, heritage building restorations, etc. 

New BMX bike trail in Alice Lake Park 
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In 2010, BC Parks invested substantially in playgrounds to 
support families and encourage more young children to 
“get outdoors”. Many of the playgrounds in BC Parks 
were at the end of life expectancy. Standards, safety and 
construction requirements, play quality and play 
experience have changed since these original play 
structures were installed. New playgrounds were placed 
in seven parks in 2010/11. 

Creating accessible trails and washrooms is also a 
significant focus for BC Parks. These make our protected 
areas more accessible not only for those in wheelchairs, 

but also the elderly who may require walkers, and families with strollers.  

 

Naikoon Park 

Tow Hill within Naikoon Park is a geographical anomaly towering over the ocean and is the most 
popular day use destination on Haida Gwaii. 

The area surrounding this site is also entrenched in its 
own history and mythology. From the top of Tow Hill, 
looking east, a person can see Rose Spit Ecological 
Reserve and imagine the Raven and the First Men 
story unfolding. This story is represented by an iconic 
Bill Reid carving called The Raven and the First Men 
that lives at the UBC Museum of Anthropology. This 
image is traded every day on the back of the most 
recent CAD $20 bill.  

BC Parks recently replaced over 2 kilometres of rotten 
boardwalk that accesses the top of Tow Hill with a more resilient design to reduce maintenance costs. 
The boardwalk improvement included a section upgraded to a wheelchair accessible standard that 
meanders along the Hiellen River to the ocean. Rick Hansen recently visited Old Masset Village and 
tested the new accessible trail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New playground in Alice Lake Park 
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BC Parks’ Bilingual Interpretive Signs 

BC Parks also installed three bilingual (English/Haida) interpretive signs that tell Haida stories of Tow 
Hill. Two of these are shown below. 
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Attendance 

BC Parks is committed to attracting diverse audiences to a range of superior recreational destinations 
and services. The protected areas system will allow visitors to have fun, discover nature and history, 
find inspiration and improve health and wellness. 

 
PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Day Use Visits 17,067,285 17,532,494 17,132,601 

Camping Visits 2,365,520 2,519,665 2,358,896 

Marine Visits 179,757 206,662 187,488 

Total Park Attendance 19,612,561 20,258,821 19,678,984 

 

What it means: 

The number of visitors to provincial protected areas is 
used to measure the contribution of protected areas to 
the government’s priorities of healthy communities, 
tourism and the economy. 

Visitation is affected by facilities and services, but is also 
strongly influenced by external factors such as local 
weather conditions, the value of the Canadian dollar and 
general tourism trends.   

Overall park attendance declined by 2.9 per cent in 
2010/11. Attendance in 2009/10 was high for all user 
groups due largely to exceptional summer weather in 
most parts of the province. In 2010/11, weather returned 
to more normal patterns and attendance, particularly for 
day use, dropped from the 2009 peak. In addition, higher 
camping fees in 2010 impacted on attendance in some 
campgrounds and nearby day use areas. 

Day use attendance declined in the Kootenay, Lower Mainland, Peace, Skeena and Vancouver Island 
regions. For many parks, this represents a return to normal attendance levels. However, the Cariboo, 
Okanagan and Omineca regions showed an increase in day use visitation during 2010/11. 

 

 

 

How it’s measured: 

BC Parks tracks attendance through 
campground registrations, trail and 
traffic counters and visual counts. In 
order to have standard, comparable 
information, all “visits” are stated in 
person days (so one person staying 
for two days counts as two “visits”).  
Average party sizes are applied to 
daily counts of cars, boats, camping 
parties, etc. to obtain the number of 
actual visits. Average party sizes are 
based on detailed party composition 
information collected through the 
annual visitor satisfaction surveys. 
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Camping attendance declined somewhat in every region and showed an overall decrease of 6.4 per 
cent from 2009/10. The increase in camping fees implemented for 2010/11 affected attendance 
across the province3. Poor weather, increase in fuel costs, the strong Canadian dollar and the U.S. 
economic recession also led to a decline in U.S. visitors.  In particular, there was a significant drop in 
yacht operators travelling up from Seattle and visiting parks such as Desolation Sound and Princess 
Louisa Marine parks. In addition, campfire bans contributed to the decreased attendance in the 
Thompson and Okanagan region campgrounds. The Cariboo Region was also impacted by late snow 
melt which delayed some campground openings. 

 

  

                                                
3
 Camping fees in 2010/11 were increased by $1 to $6 per night in order to address higher operating costs and properly recognize 

campground service levels. Even with attendance declines, camping revenues increased by just under $1 million (6.5%). 
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Visitor Satisfaction 

The Visitor Satisfaction Survey assesses BC Parks’ effectiveness in achieving client satisfaction with 
protected areas and campground facilities and services. 

 
PERFORMANCE INDICATOR  2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Percentage of visitors that are satisfied 
with their visit 

Target: 80% 80% 80% 

Actual: 84% 78% 80% 

Note: Survey methodology was changed in 09/10 from a mail survey to an online survey. This change resulted in a delayed 
start for the survey period in 2009 and initial response rates were lower for the on-line survey.   

 

What it means: 

Park Facility Operator performance continues to remain at a high level. 
Campground visitors are highly satisfied with the cleanliness of the 
grounds (over 90 per cent of visitors rated this as excellent or above 
average in 2010/11) and sense of security (about 85 per cent excellent 
or above average). The lowest ratings for the past two years were 
given to the cleanliness of restrooms (about 70 per cent excellent or 
above average). 
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Control of noise 
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How it’s measured: 

Key parks are surveyed on a 
rotational basis, every 4 
years. Surveys are usually 
undertaken from May 15 to 
the first week of September. 
BC Parks overall visitor 
satisfaction rating is based 
on an index of visitor 
responses to five questions 
about services: 

 Cleanliness of restrooms 

 Cleanliness of grounds 

 Sense of security 

 Control of noise 

 Condition of facilities 
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The service that received the most improved ratings was the control of noise in parks (up seven per 
cent). Condition of facilities was the only rating to decline in 2010 (down one per cent) but this service 
still achieved a visitor satisfaction rating of nearly 80 per cent. 

Lessons learned: 

BC Parks will continue to work with Park Facility Operators 
to ensure regular washroom cleaning as this is critical to 
visitor satisfaction and survey results clearly indicate room 
for improvement. However, cleanliness of washrooms is 
also affected by the condition of the facility (old, worn-out 
buildings are more difficult to clean and may be perceived 
as “dirty” even with diligent cleaning efforts).   

Therefore, BC Parks invested $1.6 million in washroom 
building upgrades and refurbishing in 2010/11. Projects 
were undertaken in 11 parks. Improvements included 
repainting, re-flooring, replacing fixtures and upgrades for 
improving accessibility. Upgrades also involved adding 
energy efficient and water conservation fixtures where 
possible. Visitors expressed satisfaction with the 
improvements and upgrades to the toilets and shower 
buildings.  

 

  

Refurbished washroom building in Gordon Bay Park 
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BC Parks’ Reservation Service 

BC Parks’ Discover Camping Reservation Service offered local, national and international visitors 
access to campsites in 95 provincial parks and more than 87,000 reservations were made through 
Discover Camping in 2010/11. 

The objectives of the reservation system are to: 

 offer consumers certainty and peace of mind,  

 provide fair and consistent access to high demand sites, and 

 improve business efficiencies and customer service. 

 

In 2010, BC Parks took more direct control over the Discover Camping Reservation Service (delivered 
through a third-party contractor) and introduced site-specific camping reservations at provincial 
parks.  
 
In early 2011, additional enhancements to the reservation service were made including the ability to 
book on-line for group campsites and picnic shelters, the Bowron Lake Canoe Circuit and the Mount 
Robson Berg Lake Trail. BC Parks also introduced a convenient smart phone application that allows 
campers to make, change or cancel a reservation while on the road. 
 
BC Parks will continue to enhance this service by increasing the number of campgrounds and sites on 
the system. In 2011/12, the system will also offer the option to pay backcountry fees on-line as a 
convenience to users. 
 

 
Check out Discover Camping at https://secure.camis.com/Discovercamping 
  

BC Parks 
Reservation 

Service 

https://secure.camis.com/Discovercamping
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BC Parks’ Website 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Number of unique visits to BC Parks website n/a 2,094,862 2,381,450 

What it means: 

BC Parks has one of the most popular websites in 
the provincial government. Use grew by nearly 
14 per cent from 2009 to 2010. Over 6,500 visits 
are made to the website every day and the 
average visitor spends seven minutes on the BC 
Parks website.  
 
The majority of visitors are from within Canada 
but a significant number are from the U.S. and 
other international destinations. 

 

 
 

2010/11 Visits to BC Parks’ Website by Country 

 

How it’s measured: 

Each unique visit represents one person with a 
unique address coming to the website.  The 
number of “hits” is often quoted as a web 
statistic but this is inflated by the number of 
pages that the visitor clicks (so one visit can 
involve ten or more hits). Web statistics have 
been tracked since June 2008 so complete 
fiscal year numbers are only available for the 
last two years. 
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BC Parks’ Website 
www.bcparks.ca 
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Public Safety 

Hazard Trees  

During 2010/11, BC Parks spent approximately $210,000 in 46 parks and protected areas on removing 
trees that pose a safety hazard to visitors in campgrounds, day use areas and along roads and trails.   
 

Forests are an important part of the 
recreational and inspirational experience 
offered by BC Parks and many facilities are 
built in close proximity to, or even within 
mature forests. As trees age, they may 
become weakened by forest pests, wildfire, 
wind, snow or lightning and can pose dangers 
to visitors. However, these trees also provide 
valuable habitat for wildlife. Therefore, BC 
Parks must carefully balance its mandate to 
conserve wildlife habitats and the 
responsibility to provide a safe setting for the 
visitors we invite into protected areas.  
 
 

 
The objective of the hazard tree program is to 
promote the conservation of wildlife trees and 
associated stand-level biodiversity in a safe and 
operationally efficient manner. Certified 
assessors who can recognize existing and 
potential wildlife trees and know how to 
integrate them into protected areas 
management are used to distinguish between 
safe and dangerous trees. The trees are 
removed in a way that minimizes the 
environmental impact to the surrounding 
habitat. 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Marking hazard trees at Otter Lake Park 

Hazard tree removal by horses at One Island Lake Park  
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Fuel Management  

In 2010/11, BC Parks was involved with many fuel management projects in the wildland/urban 
interface. Projects were done in partnership with local governments.  
 
Managing forest fuels adjacent to residential, industrial, or agricultural developments that are located 
within or near wildland settings (such as protected areas) is known as interface fuel management. 
These areas are called wildland/urban interface. Fires can ignite within a building and spread to 
nearby forests or, more commonly, spread from burning vegetation to homes, farms, or industrial 
buildings. Living in or adjacent to forests is highly desirable; however the forest can also make them 
high risk areas for wildfire. Activities that are undertaken by BC Parks to reduce this risk include tree 
removal to thin forests in the interface and prescribed fire.   
 
Prescribed fire is used by BC Parks both to reduce forest fuels and restore ecological integrity.  
Prescribed fire is the controlled application of fire to a specific land area to accomplish management 
objectives. These fires are managed in such a way as to minimize the emission of smoke and maximize 
the benefits to the site.  

 
Fire is a natural, normal process in 
many ecosystems and is necessary to 
maintain a healthy forest. Many plants 
and animals have adapted to fire and 
some actually depend on it.  
 
In 2010/11, BC Parks treated 
approximately 5,000 hectares of 
protected area land with prescribed 
fire.  
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Compliance and Enforcement 

Park rangers patrol parks and protected areas across the province, making contact with thousands of 
visitors each year. In most cases, rangers use education and negotiation to achieve voluntary 
compliance with park rules and regulations. In 2010/11, park rangers issued 129 violation tickets 
where necessary and used other compliance tools such as eviction orders (in collaboration with Park 
Facility Operators) to address non-compliance. More serious violations such as trespasses were 
addressed using Park Act orders and appearance notices as appropriate. 
 
In early 2011, fines associated with 50 contraventions under the Park, Conservancy and Recreation 
Area Regulation were increased, bringing the fine amounts in line with similar offences under other 
provincial legislation.  
 
BC Parks staff were actively involved on natural resource sector inter-agency teams during 2010/11.  
These teams give participating agencies access to a pool of additional skill sets and resources.  Joint 
compliance and enforcement activities involving BC Parks included campfire ban enforcement, long 
weekend patrols and monitoring illegal snowmobiling in Mountain Caribou habitat. Inter-agency 
teams were involved in: completing an illegal guiding investigation in Tweedsmuir Park which resulted 
in fines being levied; a successful court prosecution of a trespass into the South Okanagan Grasslands 
Protected Area; and, in conjunction with the BC Conservation Officer Service, negotiating a generous 
contribution to the Elkford search and rescue organization from snowmobilers who had breached a 
closure in the Height of the Rockies Park.  

 
A priority for BC Parks continues to be staff 
training, ensuring rangers have the skills and 
support to work effectively and safely in the 
remote backcountry. BC Parks has been 
instrumental in building partnerships with other 
enforcement agencies to undertake joint training 
and in 2010 provided leadership and training in 
avalanche safety for natural resource staff that 
operate in the backcountry.  
  

 

  Joint enforcement on Shuswap Lake with the RCMP, 
Conservation Officers, Transport Canada and Park 
Rangers 
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Shared Stewardship  
 

BC Parks has a long history of collaborating with partners to maintain and enhance our parks and 
protected areas.  

In particular, BC Parks works closely with Park Facility Operators (PFOs) and First Nations.  PFOs are 
the private sector partners who provide onsite management, visitor services and routine maintenance 
in most day use areas and campgrounds. Collaborative management agreements and other 
partnerships with First Nations are another important component in the management of protected 
areas. 

BC Parks also partners with many organizations and community groups around the province on 
specific projects such as: trail building and maintenance, infrastructure improvements, weed pulls, 
restoration projects, and interpretive programs. In addition, BC Parks encourages partnerships with 
universities, non-profit organizations and community groups to pursue research or monitoring 
projects of mutual interest. Finally, BC Parks partners with private individuals, corporations, agencies 
and the non-profit sector to acquire land to be included in the protected areas system.   
 

Recognizing Park Facility Operators 

BC Parks has an important relationship with the Park Facility Operators who deliver the majority of 
visitor services in parks across the province. 
 
 

2010/11 PFO of the Year 

Sea to Sky Park Services (Eddie Wood, owner/operator), was recognized as PFO of the Year in 
2010/11. This award recognizes outstanding results in the operation and delivery of recreation 
services in one of the province’s most important tourism corridors, including the 2010 Olympic host 
community of Whistler. Eddie Wood’s progressive management, multiple marketing and information 
initiatives, and work with multiple local groups on large annual special sporting events - such as the 
Test of Metal Mountain Bike Race - have made Sea to Sky Park Services an excellent partner for BC 
Parks. 
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Engaging First Nations 

BC Parks values strong relationships with First Nations in managing protected areas.  There are now 
35 collaborative management agreements in place and 10 more under negotiation. These are 
agreements between a First Nation and BC Parks regarding the protected areas within that Nation’s 
traditional territory. BC Parks is also currently working collaboratively with First Nations on over 100 
management plans. 

BC Parks also works with First Nations and other government ministries to ensure that First Nations 
communities are able to benefit from the economic opportunities that are created by protected 
areas, particularly in the tourism sector.  This supports efforts by First Nations to diversify the 
economy of their communities and provide sustainable employment opportunities for community 
members. 

 
 

Success Story – Working with First 
Nations at Carp Lake Park 

The McLeod Lake Indian Band and BC Parks 
worked together on a campground hazard tree 
removal project in Carp Lake Park. This Job 
Opportunities Project was started in the fall of 
2009 and completed in May 2010. The 
commitment and professionalism of the First 
Nations participants helped make the project a  
success. 

The McLeod Lake Indian Band also participated 
in a BC Parks’ Annual Management Planning 
session in the fall of 2010, providing valuable 
feedback on management for Carp Lake Park. 

 

Volunteers 

BC Parks has always benefitted from contributions made by volunteers. Much of the protected areas 

system we know today has been built in concert with individuals and groups donating their time and 

labour. BC Parks also relies on volunteers to provide “park host” services to the public and to help 

staff visitor centres. The Volunteer Park Host Program is a hospitality service to visitors. Hosts greet 

visitors, provide them with information about things to do in the park and surrounding area, and help 

maintain a safe and secure environment for visitors. There are also many community “friends of” 

networks which are actively working to support our parks and protected areas.  

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/aboutBCParks/employment/volunteerOpportunities.html
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2010/11 Volunteer of the Year 

The recipient of the 2010/11 Parks and Protected Areas Volunteer of the Year Award is Gerald (Gerry) 
Roberts of the Strathcona Wilderness Institute. Gerry began volunteering in Strathcona Park more 
than 25 years ago, assisting with trail work and other developments. With the formation of the 
Strathcona Wilderness Institute, Gerry found a perfect niche helping the non-profit organization 
promote environmental awareness and educate visitors and local communities about the importance 
of parks and protected areas.  
 
Gerry has graciously donated his time and energy for the past 13 years managing the Strathcona 
Park’s Buttle Lake Visitor Information Hut. The services he provides to visitors while at this hut are 
indispensable. With his intimate knowledge of the park, Gerry assists visitors with their questions, 
provides valuable guidance on trip planning, explains natural history and encourages them to leave no 
trace. During an average year, Gerry volunteers over 450 hours of his time to Strathcona Park. 
Throughout a typical summer, he reaches out to over 1,800 visitors from all over the world. Gerry 
goes above and beyond normal volunteer duties, providing services and helping with the unexpected. 
He makes sure to keep spare gasoline, oil, brake fluid, first aid supplies and drinking water on hand 
just in case visitors have unexpected emergencies or needs.  
 
In 2011, Gerry will celebrate his 75th birthday and 27 years of volunteer service in the park.  Thank 
you, Gerry… and happy birthday! 

 

Ecological Reserve Wardens  

Ecological Reserve Wardens are a team of dedicated volunteers 
across the province who make significant contributions to the 
protected areas system. Ecological Reserve Wardens provide an array 
of services that include: invasive plant control, inventory of flora and 
fauna, and trespass monitoring. Ecological Reserve Wardens are the 
eyes and ears for BC Parks in ecological reserves. These dedicated 
volunteers care deeply for the ecological reserves in which they work 
and serve an invaluable role in the long-term protection of ecological 
reserves. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

There are several openings for volunteer wardens in the ecological reserve 
system. Contact your regional BC Parks office to find out more, or visit the 
Friends of Ecological Reserves website: 
http://www.ecoreserves.bc.ca/erwho.html 

http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/ 

 

 

Did You 
Know ... 

http://www.ecoreserves.bc.ca/erwho.html
http://www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/planning/
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One of Encorp’s recycling bins 
installed in Rathtrevor Park on 
Vancouver Island. 

Donations and Sponsorships 

 

PERFORMANCE INDICATOR 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Make Your Mark $13,250 $21,025 $9,000 

VANOC – Cypress & Hollyburn $400,000 $75,000 $75,000 

Parks 100 and Strathcona Expedition   $113,365 $45,983 

Other donations   $72,300 $47,026 

Total donations to the Park Enhancement Fund $413,250 $281,690 $177,009 

 
What it means: 
The Park Enhancement Fund (PEF) was created in 2008. It supports BC Parks in earning revenues and 
attracting donations which can be reinvested in the provincial protected areas system. Donations can 
be directed to specific projects or parks and BC Parks can issue tax receipts for donations made to the 
PEF. In fiscal 2010/11, the PEF earned approximately $1.7 million including donations, revenues from 
goods and services, interest payments and protected areas stumpage.   
 
Donation amounts vary significantly from year to year and cannot be predicted with any accuracy. 
However, BC Parks is clearly becoming known as a valuable partner and has attracted significant 
donations since the establishment of the PEF in 2008. Over the last three years, the Parks 
Enhancement Fund has contributed about $900,000 from donations. 
 
BC Parks also benefits from many in-kind donations and thousands of volunteer hours. The agency is 
working on developing a reliable and consistent way of tracking these statistics.  

 

Success Story – Sponsorship from Encorp Pacific (Canada)  

Since 2008, Encorp Pacific has sponsored over 121 bear-proof 
recycling bins to be installed in provincial parks across B.C. This 
amounts to an “in-kind” donation worth over $145,000.   
 

Encorp Pacific is a federal not-for-profit, product stewardship 
corporation with beverage container management as their core 
business. Encorp Pacific’s mandate is to recover used packaging and 
end-of-life products from consumers and ensure that they are 
properly recycled and not put in a land-fill or incinerated. 
 

Not only has Encorp Pacific helped to divert thousands of recyclable 
beverage containers from landfills every year, they have also 
allowed BC Parks to divert valuable funding to other aspects of 
management and facility maintenance.  
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Encorp Pacific’s partnership with BC Parks was recently recognized at the 2011 Zero Waste 
Conference in Whistler, where they were presented with a framed photo of Alice Lake Park where 11 
of their recycling bins have been installed. 

 
 
Success Story – Strathcona Expedition 

In July and August 2010, the Strathcona Centennial Expedition re-enacted the original 1910 Ellison 
expedition that led to the establishment of Strathcona Park in 1911. The expedition brought together 
a diverse group of volunteers and stakeholders in a positive and inspiring fashion to support 
Strathcona Park. It generated $26,000 in donations which went into the Park Enhancement Fund and 
well over $5,000 worth of in-kind donations. North Vancouver Island Mine, Strathcona Park Lodge and 
Island Timberlands were major contributors to the expedition but many public donations were also 
received. Volunteers also sold t-shirts to promote the expedition and raise money. The combined 
revenues and donations not only fully paid for the expedition but also created a long-term legacy fund 
for Strathcona Park.  
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Economic and Financial Benefits 
 

Revenues and Operating Expenditures 

B.C.’s protected areas system is the single largest recreation operation in the province with over 
10,000 vehicle accessible campsites. In 2010/11, camping, boating and day use fees generated about 
$16.5 million and another $1.4 million in fees for activities requiring park use permits. The majority of 
this revenue is re-invested in the protected areas system. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BC Parks Revenues (in millions): 

Type of Fee Total Retained by PFOs Paid to Crown 

Recreation User Fees1 $16.5 $15.6 $0.9 

Permit Fees2 $1.4 $0 $1.4 

  Totals $17.9 $15.6 $2.3 

 
Notes: 
1
 Recreation user fees which are paid into government’s consolidated revenue fund include: 30 per cent of parking fees, 

excess camping fees from profitable operations and miscellaneous revenues such as Maquinna Hotspring user fees and 
some backcountry fees.

 

2
All Park Use Permit fees (fees paid for the right to use protected areas) are paid into government’s consolidated revenue 

fund. 

BC Parks 
Revenues & Operating 
Expenditures 2010/11 

Total Operating Expenditures (vote plus 
 retained revenue): $47.3M  

 

BC Parks’ Operating Budget (vote): $31.7M 
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Economic Benefits 
 

Parks and protected areas make significant contributions to the tourism industry and the economy of 
local communities throughout B.C. Spending on park programs, and spending by the visitors that 
come to parks, have a substantial and recurring impact on the Canadian economy, creating jobs, 
generating income for local businesses and producing tax revenue for governments, year after year. 
People and businesses are drawn to the spectacular places being managed and protected by BC Parks. 
Commercial tour operations and film companies, in particular, rely on the natural and cultural assets 
within B.C.’s protected areas.  
 
Electronic Park Use Permit Management System (E-PUPs) 
In 2010/11, BC Parks managed 1,760 permits for a wide variety of purposes including commercial 
recreation, filming, communication sites and research activities. An electronic permit management 
system, called e-PUPS, was initiated in December of 2008. Since 2008/09, revenues have grown by 17 
per cent (with no increases in permit fees) and the numbers of permits that directly support the 
tourism and the film industries in B.C. increased from 446 to 687 (a 54 per cent increase).   
 
E-PUPs provides an efficient and transparent “one-stop shop” for all park use permits – all records 
relating to a permit are uploaded and maintained electronically on the file. The e-PUPs system 
provides faster, more efficient services to clients and has improved financial management and 
accountability within government. Compliance has increased for all elements of permit management 
(fee payment, insurance and security deposits, etc.). 
 

 
Success Story – Reporting on Economic Benefits of BC Parks 

 
Parks and protected areas generate substantial economic activity through expenditures by the agency 
(e.g., salaries, capital projects, etc.) and even more from the spending by millions of park visitors (on 
transportation, accommodation, food and beverages, etc.). These expenditures are an important 
source of economic activity for local areas near parks, particularly in remote regions. All this spending 
also generates spin-off economic activity, as well as tax revenue for government.  
 
In 2010, BC Parks worked with the Canadian Parks Council to measure the economic benefits of parks 
and contributed to the report, The Economic Impact of Canada’s National, Provincial and Territorial 
Parks in 2009 (prepared by The Outspan Group Inc., published July 2011).  This report shows that: 

 The $47 million in operating and capital expenditures (excludes amortization) by BC Parks and 
PFOs led to $394 million in expenditures by visitors. In other words, every one dollar invested 
in the protected areas system generates $8.42 in visitor spending on food, entertainment, 
transportation and other goods and services.  

 
 
 

http://www.parks-parcs.ca/english/cpc/economic.php
http://www.parks-parcs.ca/english/cpc/economic.php
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 Provincial park-related spending generated over $28 million in tax revenues (sales and 
production taxes only, does not include income tax effects), returning 60 per cent of BC Parks’ 
capital and operating expenditures.   

 The combined economic impact of this spending is a $392 million boost to GDP and over 5,200 
full-time jobs.  

 

A full valuation of the economic contribution of protected areas would look at a far broader range of 
benefits. Protected areas provide access to nature and opportunities for healthy outdoor living and 
recreation, which improve mental and physical well-being and help to reduce health care costs. 
Protected areas also provide valuable ecosystem services such as water purification, carbon storage, 
soil stabilization and reduced risk from floods and storms. In addition, protected areas provide habitat 
and breeding grounds for pollinating insects and other species with economic value, while 
maintaining genetic diversity. BC Parks will be working with other park and protected area agencies to 
develop approaches and methodologies to measure the full economic value contributed by parks and 
protected areas. 
 

_______________________ 

 

 

For more information on BC Parks and the protected area system including 
information in this report, visit the BC Parks website at 

http://www.bcparks.ca 

 

 

 

http://www.bcparks.ca/

