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INTRODUCTION

British Columbia’s provincial protected areas system
covers over 14% of the land base and includes many
diverse, unique and sacred places. The BC Parks
system is also part of the province's colonial legacy –
as many of the older parks were established with
little to no consultation or consideration for the
Indigenous Peoples who have historically occupied or
used these areas and whose deep connections to the
land continue to this day.

BC Parks acknowledges that reconciliation and the
interests of Indigenous Peoples have not always been
a focus of our agency. Today, and in the future, BC
Parks is committed to moving to a place of deep
acknowledgement and respect for Indigenous
Peoples.  BC Parks’ approach to reconciliation is
guided by the UN Declaration (UNDRIP), the
Declaration Act, Draft 10 Principles and the Truth
and Reconciliation Commission Report.

Reconciliation at BC Parks

BC Parks is committed to strengthening our relationship with Indigenous Peoples, by
nurturing our common interests in stewardship, management and appreciation of the
many values maintained and revered within protected areas.
 

 Reconciliation at BC Parks means acknowledging that work with Indigenous Peoples is
an integral part of our continuing role in land management and is a shared
responsibility of everyone in the agency.
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Recognize Indigenous Peoples as partners in stewardship and
protected area management.

Endeavour to establish a foundation of mutual trust and respect with
Indigenous partners.

Seek access to sustainable funding, enabling us to make progress on
agreements, projects and other commitments.

Ensure provincial parks and protected areas are safe spaces for
Indigenous Peoples to practice their Aboriginal rights.

Nurture a culture at BC Parks that supports and promotes
reconciliation in everyone’s work.

Create space and opportunities to reflect Indigenous Peoples history
and cultures in provincial parks and protected areas. 

BC Parks will:

B C  P A R K S  R E C O N C I L I A T I O N  V I S I O N
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The BC Parks Reconciliation Action
Plan highlights work we are already
doing as well as visionary actions
that we would like to start doing over
the next 3 years should additional
capacity/resources become available.  
We invite BC Parks staff to find their
place in this document and use the
plan in a way that works for you and
your team.

The BC Parks Reconciliation Action Plan is an agency-wide action plan.  The plan
was developed internally, with contributions and input from all BC Parks staff
and communicates a shared responsibility for all of us to continue this
important work. 

B C  P A R K S  R E C O N C I L I A T I O N  A C T I O N  P L A N

The plan is divided into four action
areas:

1. Internal Transformation
2. Shared Stewardship and
    Partnerships
3. Innovating Our Approach
4. Supporting Traditional Use
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•  R e v i s e  t h e  B C  P a r k s  m i s s i o n  s t a t e me n t  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s
c o mmi t me n t  t o  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n .

•  A p p r o p r i a t e l y  a n d  r e s p e c t f u l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e  a n  I n d i g e n o u s  f o c u s  i n t o  p u b l i c
c o mmu n i c a t i o n s  ( e . g .  u p d a t i n g  w e b s i t e ,  s i g n a g e ,  i n t e r p r e t i v e  i n f o r ma t i o n ,  e t c . ) .

•  C o n t i n u e  t o  d e v e l o p  p o l i c i e s ,  g u i d e l i n e s ,  p r o c e s s e s ,  t o o l s  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  t o
s u p p o r t  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w o r k .  

•  E n s u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  u s e  a n d  s h a r i n g  o f  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  r e l a t e d
i n f o r ma t i o n  a c r o s s  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w i t h  o t h e r  m i n i s t r i e s ,  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r
p u b l i c  s e c t o r .

•  E n g a g e  i n  c r o s s - m i n i s t r y  n e t w o r k i n g  a n d  k e e p  a b r e a s t  o f  o t h e r  a d v a n c e me n t s
o n  t h e  i mp l e me n t a t i o n  o f  p r o v i n c i a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  c o mmi t me n t s .

•  S u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  o u r  r e g i o n a l  s t a f f  t o  s e e k  o u t  a n d  r e c e i v e  c u l t u r a l
t r a i n i n g  f r o m t h e  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  w h o s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s  t h e y  o p e r a t e
i n .

•  C o n n e c t  B C  P a r k s  s t a f f  w i t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  t h r o u g h  s h a r i n g  o f
r e s o u r c e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  w i t h  c o l l e a g u e s  a c r o s s  g o v e r n me n t .

•  P r o p o s e ,  p r i o r i t i z e ,  a n d  p u r s u e  u p d a t e s  t o  B C  P a r k s ’  l e g i s l a t i v e  f r a me w o r k ,  a s
a p p r o p r i a t e ,  a s  w e  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  A c t  /  U N D R I P .

•  A c k n o w l e d g e  a n d  a d d r e s s  t h e  i n c r e a s i n g  d e ma n d  o f  I n d i g e n o u s - f o c u s e d  w o r k
w i t h  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  d e d i c a t e d  r e g i o n a l  I n d i g e n o u s  r e l a t i o n s  p o s i t i o n s  a n d / o r
r e s o u r c e s .   

•  R e c o g n i z e  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a s  a n  i mp o r t a n t  p a r t  o f  a l l  c u r r e n t  B C  P a r k s  s t a f f
p o s i t i o n s  a n d  e n s u r e  t h i s  i s  r e f l e c t e d  i n  j o b  d e s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  w o r k  p l a n n i n g .

•  E n c o u r a g e  t h e  d e v e l o p me n t  o f  I n d i g e n o u s  r e l a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  c o mp e t e n c i e s
a mo n g  t h o s e  w h o  r e p r e s e n t  o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  c o n t r a c t o r s  a n d  p a r k
o p e r a t o r s .

E n s u r e  I n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e  a r e  w e l c o me d  a s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e r s  o f  P a r k s .   

I N T E R N A L  T R A N S F O R M A T I O N

B C  P a r k s  i s  i mp l e me n t i n g  c h a n g e s  t o  e n s u r e  o u r  i n t e r n a l  s t r u c t u r e s ,
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  f r a me w o r k ,  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  p o l i c i e s ,
p r o c e s s e s  a n d  p r i o r i t i e s  a r e  i n c l u s i v e ,  a n d  a l i g n  o u r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n
e f f o r t s  w i t h  t h e  w a y  w e  s t e w a r d  t h e  l a n d .  



S H A R E D  S T E W A R D S H I P  A N D  P A R T N E R S H I P S

B C  P a r k s  i s  c o mmi t t e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  o u r
g o v e r n me n t - t o - g o v e r n me n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a s  w e  b u i l d  u p o n  a
f o u n d a t i o n  o f  c o mmo n  i n t e r e s t  i n  ma n a g i n g ,
p r o t e c t i n g  a n d  p r e s e r v i n g  o u r  l a n d  b a s e ,  w h i l e
u n d e r t a k i n g  s u s t a i n a b l e  u s e s  t h a t  b e n e f i t
e v e r y o n e .  B C  P a r k s  i s  d e d i c a t e d  t o  r e c o g n i z i n g
a n d  r e s p e c t i n g  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a n d
i n t e g r a t i n g  o u r  r e s p e c t i v e  r o l e s  i n  p r o t e c t e d
a r e a s  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  ma n a g e me n t .

•  I n c o r p o r a t e  I n d i g e n o u s  v a l u e s ,  l a w s  a n d  i n t e r e s t s  a s  w e
w o r k  t o g e t h e r  a s  p a r t n e r s  i n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s  m a n a g e m e n t .

•  C o l l a b o r a t e  w i t h  o t h e r  a g e n c i e s  a n d  I n d i g e n o u s
g o v e r n m e n t s  t o  i d e n t i f y  a n d  e n a b l e  n e w  l a n d  m a n a g e m e n t
a n d  p r o t e c t i o n - f o c u s e d  m o d e l s .

•  C r e a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  b u i l d  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s '
c a p a c i t y  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  m a n a g e m e n t .

•  R e s o u r c e  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o
s u p p o r t  o n g o i n g  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  o f
p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s ,  a n d  a m e n d  a n d  c l a r i f y  a g r e e m e n t s  a s
n e e d e d .  

•  E n s u r e  n e w  a g r e e m e n t s  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  p a r t n e r s  a r e
f o c u s e d ,  s p e c i f i c  a n d  a r e  a d e q u a t e l y  r e s o u r c e d .

•  P u r s u e  n e w  c o n c e p t s  o f  s h a r e d  s t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  c o -
g o v e r n a n c e  i n  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a  m a n a g e m e n t  i n c l u d i n g
s h a r e d  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g ,  p r o t e c t i o n  d e s i g n a t i o n s ,
c o m p l i a n c e  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t  ( e . g .  g u a r d i a n  p r o g r a m s ) ,
a n d  j o i n t  p r i o r i t i z a t i o n  a n d  p r o j e c t  p l a n n i n g  w i t h
I n d i g e n o u s  p a r t n e r s .

•  E x p a n d  l i n k a g e s  t o  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  c u l t u r e ,  h e r i t a g e ,
a n d  v a l u e s  i n  p r o j e c t s  s u c h  a s  s i g n a g e  a n d  o n  o u r  p u b l i c
w e b s i t e s .  
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I N N O V A T I N G  O U R  A P P R O A C H

B C  P a r k s  w i l l  f i n d  i n n o v a t i v e  w a y s  t o  s t r e a ml i n e  h o w  w e  w o r k  t o g e t h e r ,
i n c r e a s e  p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  f o r  p a r t n e r s ,  a n d  b u i l d  t r u s t - b a s e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s
w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  p a r k  ma n a g e me n t  a n d  l a n d
s t e w a r d s h i p .
•  I d e n t i f y  c o l l a b o r a t i v e  p r o j e c t s  a n d  c o n n e c t  s t a f f  a n d  I n d i g e n o u s  p a r t n e r s  w i t h  p r o j e c t -
s p e c i f i c  f u n d i n g  a n d  i n - k i n d  r e s o u r c e s  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e .
 
•  R e v i e w  e x i s t i n g  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  e n g a g e m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  p a r t n e r s  t o
d e t e r m i n e  i f  t h e y  a r e  w o r k i n g  a s  i n t e n d e d .

•  P a r t i c i p a t e  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  B C  P a r k s  a r e a s  a n d  e n s u r e  a n y  n e w
c o m m i t m e n t s  m a d e  a r e  r e a l i s t i c ,  a c t i o n a b l e ,  a n d  c a n  b e  r e s o u r c e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .

•  S e e k  a  c o n s i s t e n t  b u d g e t  f o r  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n
w o r k  a t  B C  P a r k s  t o  e n s u r e  p r o g r a m s  a n d
p r o j e c t s  a r e  r e s o u r c e d  a p p r o p r i a t e l y .

•  T a k e  t h e  t i m e  t o  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  e n g a g e  a n d
b u i l d  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s ,  w i t h
a n  e m p h a s i s  o n  f a c e - t o - f a c e  m e e t i n g s  w h e n
p o s s i b l e  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  f o l l o w - t h r o u g h  o n
c o m m i t m e n t s .
 
•  S u p p o r t  I n d i g e n o u s  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e i r
a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  p u r s u i n g  c o m p a t i b l e  a n d
s u s t a i n a b l e  e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  B C  P a r k s .

•  E n g a g e  p r o a c t i v e l y  w i t h  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s
t h r o u g h  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  o r
i n n o v a t i v e  m o d e l s  ( e x .  A d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e s )
o u t s i d e  o f  f o r m a l  c o n s u l t a t i o n  o b l i g a t i o n s .

•  C o n n e c t  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s
w i t h  s o u r c e s  o f  c a p a c i t y  b u i l d i n g  f u n d i n g  t o
s u p p o r t  m e a n i n g f u l  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  l a n d
m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  p r o j e c t s .  

•  I n c o r p o r a t e  I n d i g e n o u s  k n o w l e d g e ,  h i s t o r y  a n d
t e r r i t o r y  r e c o g n i t i o n  i n t o  e x t e r n a l
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s .  

Photo by Ryan Yardley



S U P P O R T I N G  T R A D I T I O N A L  U S E

B C  P a r k s  s t r i v e s  t o  e n a b l e  t h e
l o n g - t e r m c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  s o c i a l ,
c u l t u r a l  a n d  c e r e mo n i a l  p r a c t i c e s
o f  I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  i n  o u r
s h a r e d  s p a c e s .  We  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t
l a n d s  c u r r e n t l y  d e s i g n a t e d  a s
p r o v i n c i a l  p a r k s  a n d  p r o t e c t e d
a r e a s  a r e  i mp o r t a n t  t o  t h e  h e a l t h
a n d  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  I n d i g e n o u s
c o mmu n i t i e s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e
s i g n i f i c a n t  s p i r i t u a l ,  c u l t u r a l ,  a n d
h i s t o r i c a l  l i n k s  b e t w e e n  I n d i g e n o u s
P e o p l e s  a n d  t h e i r  a n c e s t r a l  l a n d s .  

•  S u p p o r t  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  l e a r n  f r o m  a n d  w i t h  t h e
I n d i g e n o u s  P e o p l e s  w h o s e  t r a d i t i o n a l  t e r r i t o r i e s  s t a f f  o p e r a t e  i n .

•  S u p p o r t  t h e  e x e r c i s e  o f  A b o r i g i n a l  r i g h t s  s u c h  a s  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g ,  g a t h e r i n g ,  s o c i a l ,
a n d  c e r e m o n i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  p r o v i n c i a l  p r o t e c t e d  a r e a s .    
 

•  K e e p  i n  m i n d  s e n s i t i v i t i e s  a r o u n d  c u l t u r a l  k n o w l e d g e .  P r o a c t i v e l y  t a k e  a c t i o n s  t o  h e l p
p r o t e c t  a r e a s  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

•  F a c i l i t a t e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  F i r s t  N a t i o n s  t o  s h a r e  k n o w l e d g e  w i t h  p a r k  v i s i t o r s .  

•  L e v e r a g e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  e x i s t i n g  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  s y s t e m s  a n d  p r o c e s s e s  t o  i n f o r m
o u r  w o r k .  

Squamish Nation youth program, submitted photo

Welcoming event, submitted photo


