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KATHERINE TYE  
ECOLOGICAL RESERVE #116 MANAGEMENT STATEMENT 

(This statement is intended for use in conjunction with the descriptive text and map pages supplied in the 
"Guide to Ecological Reserves in British Columbia"). 

Features Requiring Special Management Consideration:  
A small population of the rare and endangered Austin’s phantom orchid.  The orchids are not 
consistently flowering every year.  As many as 100 specimens were observed by the donor and former 
owner of the land about 20 years ago and as few as four have appeared in some recent years.  The 
presence of the orchid is not possible to ascertain without flowering parts because vegetative shoots are 
not produced by the plant due to its saprophytic nature.  Several specimens were reported to grow just 
outside the boundaries in 1988.  The life history of the species and decisive factors for its well-being are 
largely unknown.  

The reserve land was in part donated and in part sold by Mrs. Katherine Tye to the Nature Trust of 
British Columbia and is now leased to the crown on a 99-year term to preserve and/or develop it “as a 
site of ecological interest for the use, enjoyment and benefit of the people of British Columbia” 
(compare attached lease).  If in the opinion of the Nature Trust the use is not in agreement with the 
intent of the lease, the lease may be cancelled.  

Management Issues: 
1. Visitor parking was identified as a potential problem, but a proposed parking area was decided

against due to the small size of the reserve.

2. As a result of the above-described erratic appearance of the plants, the reserve may prove to be
inadequate to contain the population in the long run.

Management Actions Required and their Priority: 
1. Monitor population of orchids.

2. Support any research that may clarify the conditions under which the species thrives.

3. Examine feasibility of acquisition of further land to the west of the reserve if specimens appear there
consistently.

4. Review Nature Trust lease to determine possible legal management obligations and restraints.

Fire, Insect and Disease Contingency: 
1. Avoid fires; if firefighting becomes necessary, avoid using chemicals and bulldozers in the reserve.



 

 
2. No insect and disease control desired.  
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