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McCONNELL LAKE PARK

MANAGEMENT PLAN

INTRODUCTION

This management plan defines the role of McConnell Lake Park within the provincial
park system and the objectives and guidelines for managing the resources and visitor use
activities in the park.

The park role, objectives and zoning as stated in this plan cannot be contravened in
meaning or intent without consultation with the public and approval of the District
Manager. A five year business plan is included as appendix B to provide direction for
management and development of the park. The business plan is subject to annual review
and adjustments.

BACKGROUND

McConnell Lake Park has been moved from Provincial Recreation Area designation to
Provincial Park A status through recommendation of the Kamloops Land and Resource
Management Planning (LRMP) process.

Protected Area Values
Conservation:

Represents atypical plateau lake setting surrounded by hilly forested uplands
in the Southern Thompson Uplands Ecosection; forest structure is generally
characteristic of the montane spruce forest type and includes old growth

gpecimens of Douglas fir.

The lake shoreline and shods are important habitat for insects, plants and
fish.
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Recreation:

Attractive clear water lake setting with scenic backdrop of forested sopes
and McConnell Hill

Regionaly significant rainbow trout fishery, productive fishery with rainbow
trout to 1.5+ kg

Culture

No known archaeological sites or resources in the park.

Private Sector Interests:

Kamloops and Didtrict Fish & Wildlife Association maintains two cabins under Park Use

Permit on the east side of McConnell Lake for its members and public users; rough road
access is provided to the cabins for provisioning and servicing.

Park Use Permit to graze cattle in the park.
First Nations|Interests:

unkrown

Existing Land Uses and Encumbrances:

Water Licence 67083 which authorizes diversion of water from Anderson Creek and
McConndll Lake.

ROLE OF THE PARK

McConnell Lake Park forms part of a system of parks (Lac le Jeune, Walloper Lake), Recreation
Arees (Stake Lake) and Ministry of Forests Recreation sites (Stake Lake and Chuwels Mountain
trails and Lodgepole, Face, Paska, Ridge and Fred Lakes) which al contribute to the recreation
opportunitiesin the genera Lac Le Jeune area. Within this system there is arange of opportunities
and experiences offered from the high provincial use profile and development standards at Lac Le
Jeune Park to the rustic, low key forest recrestion stes. McConnell Lake fits a regiona focus
providing levels of services and opportunities between the extremes of Lac Le Jeune Park and the
forest recreation sites. In this context the McConnell Lake Park fulfils the following roles:



For Conservation

To protect riparian and shoa areas as critical rainbow trout rearing and feeding
habitats.

To protect a representative example of a plateau lake setting in the Southern
Thompson Uplands Ecosection.

For Recreation

To provide opportunities for destination and regiona day use. Recreation activities
will include camping, fishing, hiking and canoeing.
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VISION STATEMENT

The vision statement looks forward through the next 15 years or so to how the Recreation Area will
evolve and be used within the Provincia Park system.

The Park will continue to serve as a low profile campground and day use site. As funds become
available campground facilities will be better formalized and improved to prevent reduce
environmental impacts. Use levels and demands will increase over time and the park will likely be
used to capacity as the regional population base expands into the next century.
ZONING
The Park is separated into two zones:
Intensive Recreation
This zone sets limits for facility development and includes the existing access roads, day use
parking and campground and the Kamloops and District Fish and Wildlife Association
Cabin gte. Thiszone dso dlows for future campground expansion.
Natural Environment
This zone takes in the remaining areas surrounding the lake. The intent of this zone is to
protect and maintain the netural values. Trails and interpretive signing will be alowed.
MANAGEMENT CONCERNSAND OBJECTIVES
Conservation

To coordinate with the Fish and Wildlife Branch in fisheries management.

To maintain natura, undeveloped conditions natural environment zone and to protect
adjoining riparian and shoal habitats.

To actively discourage the occurrence of non native plants and animals. Native insect and
disease species will be accepted as a norma course of nature, unless there is potential
impact to surrounding commercial forest land base. Fire outbreaks will be suppressed.



To maintain a biophysica inventory and ongoing long term monitoring of conditions and
changes to habitats and composition, distribution and densities of plant and animal species.

To maintain a biophysical inventory and ongoing long term monitoring of conditions and
changes to habitats and composition, distribution and densities of plant and animal species.

Recreation
To maintain a quality fishing experience, with trout ranging to 1.5 kg size.
To improve facilities and services, as funding alows, for:
cartop boat dropoff
small day use parking (5 vehicles)

basic campground amenities for a maximum of 20 sSites at level 4 service standards
(see appendix A)

hiking trails around the lake and connecting to the Stake Lake trails and the trail to
McConnell Hill (no motorized use of the trails within the park will be permitted).

interpretation signing and information brochures relating to the McConnell Lake
environment and other nearby parks and recreation opportunities

To alow the Kamloops and Didtrict Fish and Wildlife to continue with maintenance and
operation of the cabin facilities on the east sSide of the lake

To maintain a regiona profile for signing and information for the park. Tourism traffic
from the Coquihalla Highway will be directed to Lac Le Jeune Park.



Appendix A - Service Level Explanation

BC Parks service levels provide a method of defining the facilities, information and services
which the public can expect within the BC Provincia Parks system. The service levels do
not include any measure of the capacity or use of the area, operating standards, or resource
management issues. Instead, they are strictly alist of the key facilities and services that may
be provided within a particular campground or day-use area. They aso provide an
opportunity to explore and understand the relationship between the facilities and services
BC Parks offers and the expectations of the users or potentiad users. This will help in
making decisions based on the type and grade of facilities and services that BC Parks plans

to provide and their associated costs.

Table1l. Campground Service Levels Attributes

Attribute Leve 1 Leve 2 Leve 3 Leve 4
Facilities
*  Roads paved paved usudly gravel grave , dirt or none
= Toilets flush usudly flush pit pit on none
= Water system pressure pressure pressureor handpump not usualy supplied
=  Campsites standard design standard design standard design informal (non
standard)

= Tables Typel Typel Typel orll Typell
= Sani-gdion available available not usualy available not available
=  Showers available not available notavailable not available
Information
*  Pakentrancesign porta or plague plague plagueor Type A TypeA
. Campground Type A Type A Type A TypeA or none

entrance sign
= Vistor centre usually available not available notavailable not available
. Information information shelter information shelter singlesigns single sign or no

structures information
Services
=  Publictelephone usually available usually available not usually available not available
=  Garbage collection minimum daily minimum daily minimum weekly not usudly available
»  Security upto 24 hour routine patrols occasional patrols no patrols
*  Visitor programs available possibly available not usudly available not available




Table 2. Day-use Areas Service Level Attributes

Attribute Leve 1 Leve 2 Leve 3 Leve 4
Facilities
*  Roads paved paved usualy gravel gravel , dirt or none
= Toilets flush usudly flush pit pit on none
=  Water system pressure pressure handpump not usualy supplied
= Tables Typel Typel Typell Typell or none
=  Change House available (if suitablefor | available (if suitable for not usually available not available
Swimming) Swimming)
Infor mation
=  Pak entrance sign portal or plague plague plaqueor Type A TypeA
=  Day-use Areas TypeA TypeA TypeA TypeA or none
entrance sign
= Vidtor centre usud ly available not available not available not available
=  Information information shelter information shelter single signs single sign or no
Structures information
Services
L] Public Telephone usualy available usualy available not usudly available not available

. Garbage Collection

minimum daily

minimum daily

minimum weekly

not usudly available




APPENDIX B FIVE YEAR BUSINESS PLAN

McConndll Lake

God:

Action:

Goal:

Action:

God:

Action:

Goal:

Action:

Provide stronger protection under the Park Act.
Upgradeto Class "A" Park status.

To identify, maintain and protect the parks natural and cultural values.
Develop a resource management plan.

Provide camping opportunities

Develop campground based on prepared site plan and approved funding.

Maintain afishery.
Manage cooperatively with Fisheries Branch.
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