
SARTINE ISLAND                                 ER #11 

      

ORIGINAL PURPOSE To protect colonies of breeding seabirds and their habitat 

OVERVIEW 

Date established:   

ORC #: 

Map number: 

Marine chart number: 

4 May 1971 

3011 

102 I/15 

3625 

Location: 

 

 

 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

33 km WNW of Cape Scott on 

the Cook Bank, between 

Beresford and Triangle Islands 

in the Scott Islands 

50º49’N 

128º54’W 

Total Area: 

Land: 

Marine: 

1,091 ha 

30 ha 

1,061 ha 

Elevation: -60-105 m 

Access: Closed to public to protect nesting birds and their habitat.  A 

permit is required to land on the island.  It is accessible by boat, 

but landing is difficult.   

Biogeoclimatic Zones: 

Biogeoclimatic Variant: 

Terrestrial Ecosection: 

Marine Ecosection: 

Marine Ecounits: 

 

 

Region: 

Management Area: 

Coastal Western Hemlock 

CWFvh1 Southern Very Wet Hypermaritime 

Vancouver Island Shelf 

Vancouver Island Shelf 

Benthic HHLFMCL (3 ha) 

Benthic HHLFMCM (1056 ha) 

Pelagic WE (569 ha) 

Vancouver Island 

Cape Scott 

COMPOSITION 

Physical: This is a rugged, elongate island which rises steeply from the sea to a series of 

pinnacles and humps. The shoreline is rock, rising directly from the water, 

except for a narrow boulder beach along the northeastern shore. Though 

steep, most of the upper slopes have a deep rich soil favourable for plant 

growth, and few vertical cliffs are present.  

Biological: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The island supports no trees, and shrubs are not extensive. Rather luxuriant 

stands of dune wildrye grass cover many slopes, and salmonberry is present at 

the summit where the ground is nearly flat in a few places. Interesting plant 

records include leatherly (formerly leatherleaf) polypody fern, hedge-nettle, 

Indian paintbrush, western buttercup and hairy rockcress. Twenty-three 

species of vascular plants have been collected or observed.  

 

Nesting seabirds (766 000 birds, Canadian Wildlife Service, 1987) include 

Cassin’s Auklet (376 000 pairs), Tufted Puffin (6400 pairs), Common Murre 

(135 pairs), Glaucous-winged Gull (240 pairs), Pelagic Cormorant (137 pairs) 

and Brandt’s Cormorant (20 pairs). Additional cormorants, gulls and murres 

nest on rocks just outside the reserve. The Brandt’s Cormorant colony, 

discovered in 1975, may in fact not be a breeding site, since this species is 



 

 

 

 

 

 

known to build and attend “dummy” nests. Black Oystercatchers and Pigeon 

Guillemots (176 birds) nest around the shoreline. Fox and Song sparrows are 

the most common land birds. A pair of Peregrine Falcons nest here; Bald 

Eagles have been seen in summer and may nest as well. The only land 

mammal is a large, endemic sub-species of the Deer Mouse.  Harbour Seals 

are common around the shoreline. Rocks just outside the reserve provide a 

summer rookery for 800-1200 Steller Sea Lions. Three species of isopods, 

one millipede and two land snails have been collected on Sartine Island. It is 

likely Sea Otter were common in the surrounding marine environment prior to 

extripation. Occasional sightings are becoming more frequent indicating that 

Sea Otter are re-establishing colonies in this area.  

  

MANAGEMENT CONCERNS 

SIGNIFICANT SPECIES 

 

Northern Abalone 

Common Murre  

Brandt’s Cormorant 

Cassin’s Auklet  

Tufted Puffin  

Steller Sea Lion 

Sea Otter 

Peregrine Falcon spp. pealei 

BC LIST STATUS 

 

Red listed 

Red listed 

Red listed 

Blue listed 

Blue listed 

Blue listed 

Blue listed 

Blue listed 

COSEWIC STATUS 

 

Threatened (2000) 

 

 

 

 

Special Concern (2003) 

Special Concern (2007) 

Special Concern (2007) 

CF 

PRIORITY 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

THREATS  

Climate Change: The IPCC has projected an increase in sea surface temperature 

and raised sea levels, both of which could result in changes in 

the presence and life cycles of marine species which are 

important food sources for the protected seabird populations.  

The loss of synchrony between seabird phenology and seasonal 

food source availability has already been documented on 

Triangle Island as the probable cause of Cassin’s Auklet 

breeding failures. 

Harvest: Commercial and recreational fishing disturbs marine 

ecosystems and shorebird activity.  Vessel traffic in the vicinity 

can be the cause of mortality in seabirds and marine mammals  

especially as the source of chronic oiling.  

Recreation: Close approach by marine or air traffic disrupts marine 

mammals and seabirds. 

RESEARCH 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Brief reports on seabird occurrence and abundance are 

available. Canadian Wildlife Service has surveyed vegetation 

cover. Environment Canada maintains a weather station on the 

island. 

The marine environment has not been inventoried. 

This site is ideal for continuing studies on climate change.  



WARDEN ACTIVITIES Monitor vegetation cover 

Monitor intertidal communities 

 

SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF SPECIES MENTIONED IN THE SARTINE ISLAND ER 

ACCOUNT 

Flora 

buttercup, western (Ranunculus occidentalis) 

fern, leatherly polypody (Polypodium scouleri) 

hedge-nettle (Stachys spp) 

paintbrush, Indian (Castilleja spp.) 

rockcress, hairy (Arabis hirsute) 

salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis) 

wildrye, dune (Elymus mollis)  

Fauna 

Abalone Northern (Haliotis kamtschatkana) 

Auklet, Cassin’s (Ptychamphus aleutius) 

Cormorant, Brandt’s (Phalacrocorax penicillatus) 

Cormorant, Pelagic (Phalacrocorax pelagicus) 

Deermouse, Sartine Island (Peromyscus maniculatus sartinensis) 

Eagle, Bald (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

Falcon, Peregrine (Falco peregrinus) 

Guillemot, Pigeon (Cepphus columba) 

Gull,Glaucous-winged (Larus glaucescens) 

Murre, Common (Uvia aalge) 

Oystercatcher, Black (Haematopus bachmani) 

Puffin, Tufted (Fratercula cirrhata) 

Sea Lion, Steller (Eumetopias jubatus)  

Sea Otter (Enhydra lutris) 

Seal Harbour (Phoca vitulina) 

Sparrow, Fox (Passerella iliaca) 

Sparrow, Song (Melospiza melodia) 

 


