ANAGEMENT
YAPDLAN

January, 1997

for Stawamus Chief
Provincial Park

"4‘-' s!

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Ministry of Environment,
Lands and Parks
BC Parks Department



Stawamus Chief
Provincial Park

ANAGEMENT

PLAN

Prepared by

South Coast Regional Planning Services

for Garibaldi/Sunshine District
Brackendale, B.C.

BCZ+#

Parks



Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data
BC Parks. South Coast Regional Planning Services.
Stawamus Chief Provincial Park management plan

Cover Title: Management plan for Stawamus Chief
Provincial Park.
ISBN 0-7726-3170-0

1. Parks - British Columbia - Squamish Region -
Planning. 2 Parks - British Columbia - Squamish
Region - Management. 3. Stawamus Chief Provincial Park
(B.C.) - Management. I. BC Parks. Garibaldi/Sunshine

District. II. Title. 1III. Title: Management plan for
Stawamus Chief Provincial Park.

FC3815.872B32 1997 333.78'3'0971131 C97-960046-4
F1089.872B32 1997



STAWAMUS CHIEF
PROVINCIAL PARK

MANAGEMENT PLAN

c énded by:

L \ ' Date: q:(’ 07,7.1

Mel Turner, l(’[anager
Planning Services

Approved by: |
Z/M Date: Q7 03. 0%

Drew Carmichael
District Manager
Garibaldi/Sunshine District

Approved by:

e — | pate: 171- 03 2.

Denis O'Gorman
Assistant Deputy Minister




STAWAMUS CHIEF PROVINCIAL PARK

MANAGEMENT PLAN
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page

Message from the Citizens’ Advisory Committee................coccoeeviiiiiniiiiniiiiiniieeiceeeeeeieeee 1
Vision Statement for Stawamus Chief Provincial Park ..., 1
ACKNOWIEAZEIMENLS ..........oooiiiiiiiiiiiie ettt ettt ettt e et esbe et e e sateesbeesaseenseeenseenne il
Plan Highlights ...t e e e e s e e s aee e eaaee s i1
INTRODUCGTION ..ottt ettt ettt e te et e s s et e eseesseenseeneesneenseeneesneanee 1
What is a Management P1an? ...........ccccoooiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt 1
Purpose Of the PIan ........oooviiiiiiieeeee et ae e e e e e e e rae e 2
PIANNING ISSUES ....vientiieiiieiieeit ettt ettt ettt et e st e e bt esteeesbeesaaeesbeessaeensaesnseenseessseenseas 2
Background SUMMATY ......c.oooiiiiiiiiiciiecie ettt ettt e et eestaeeesaeeeaaeesssaeesnseeenns 4
ROLE OF THE PARK ........ooiiiiiiieeeeee ettt ettt ettt et ssaeetaesnseeaeasnseensaas 7
Regional and Provincial CONLEXL .......c.ceecuiieiiiiiiiiiieeiiieeiieeeieeeeieeesieeesveeesiaeeesaeeeaaeeeneeesaseeens 7
CONSETVALION ROIE ...ooouiiiiiiiiiiieiiecie ettt ettt ettt e e sbee st eeteesaaeenseessneesaesnseans g
RECT@AtION ROLE .ottt e et e e s ae e e taeeeabeeeaaeeesseeesnseeenns 9
VISTON STALEIMENL ....cuviiiiiiiiieiiieiie ettt ettt ettt et e et e essbeebeesabeesbeessbeenseesaseenseessneeseennsaens 10
PARK ZIONING ..ottt ettt ettt ettt et e et e et et e eseesteenbeente st enseennenseensesneans 11
INEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt e et e st e et e e e sbeenbeeenbeenbeasnseenseesaseenseannns 11
Stawamus Chief Provincial Park ...........cccoooiiiiiiiiiicc et 11
Special FEAtUIe ZOME .......ccocuieiiieiieiieeiiee ettt ettt et ae e e eneesaeennaens 11
Intensive RECTEAtION ZOME .....ccveieeviieiiiieeiieeeieeeeieeeree et e e e e tae e saeeesreeeenbaeeseseeeenns 11
Natural ENVIrONmMENt ZONE ......cccviiriiieiiieniieeiieniieeieesite et esieeeteeseeeseteenaeesseenseesnseeseeenns 11
NATURAL AND CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ........ccooooiiiiiiiiieeeee 13
INEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt ettt e et e st e et e e e sb e e b eeesbeenbeasnseenseesnseenseannns 13
Land and BOUNAATY .......oooiuiiiiiiecieeee ettt e e e e et e e e eaeeesaeeensaeeenseees 13
WV LET ..ttt ettt et e e at e ettt e et e e e bt e e s bt e e e e bt e e ab e e e abeeenteeentaeeeabaeenabeens 15
NS0 715 10 ) o USRS 15
WILALIEE .ttt ettt sttt et s b et st b et et esbeetesanens 17
Cultural and HiStorical VAIUES ........ccccuiieiiiiiiiieeieece ettt s s 19
VISUAL RESOUICES ...oouviieiiiiiiiiiieiie ettt ettt ettt et et e ete e st e et e e ssaeenseesaseenseessneenseenasaens 19
Relationship with First NatiONS ........ccceeviiiiiiiieiiiie et eae e e eae e e rae e s 21
VISITOR SERVICES ...t ettt et ettt e s ate e e ssaeesaesasaens 22
INEFOAUCTION ittt e et e et e e et e e e taeessbeeessseeessseeessaeenssaeensseesnsaeennseens 22

GENETAL oo 22




TABLE OF CONTENTS Continued

Page

Outdoor Recreation OPPOTtUNITIES .......cc.veeuierieeiiierieetierieeieesiteebeeseteebeeteeesbeenseesnseenseessseeseas 22
HIKINE .ottt e e e et e e et e e e tae e sntaeeentaeeenbaeeenreeeennes 22
CIIMDING .ttt ettt e et e st e st e e b eeesbeeseeesseenseeessaenseessseenseesaseans 24

LG 141011 0¥ TS 25
Viewing and PiCiCKINg .........cooviiiiiiiiiiiiieie ettt st 26

Safety and RISK ......oovuiiiiiiicce e e et e e ebae e srae e 27
ALCCESS STTALEZY ..veeueieeeiiiee ettt et ee ettt ettt e et e e bt e e s bt e e s bt e e sabeeesbeesnsbeeenabeesnsbeesnsneesnneeennnes 28
Interpretation and EAUCAtION.........c.coiviiiiiiiiiiiie et e s 29
INFOIMAtION SEEALEZY ..o.vveeiieiiiieiiecie ettt et sttt et e et e e st e enbeesabeeseesaseenseenens 30
Marketing and PTOMOTION .......c..iiiuiiiiiiieciie ettt e e e e sa e e e eaeeesaeeeaaeesaseees 30
MANAZEMENTE SEIVICES ...veeuvieiiiieiieeiieeitieeieeiee ettt erttesteesteseaeesseesaseesseassseeseessseenseassseenseessseenseensns 30
Volunteers, Stewardship and Partnerships..........cccveeiiiieiiieiiiieceecee e 30
COMMETCIAL ACLIVITIES ..e.vventietiiiieiiieie ettt ettt ettt et sttt ettt e b et saeesbeebesanens 31
PLAN IMPLEMENTATION ....ooiiiiiiiiiiiieeetet ettt sttt sttt 32
INEEOAUCTION ...ttt ettt et e s et e b e st e e beesaeeebeeneee 32
Highest Priority ACHIONS .....cccueevuieiiieiieiieetie st eite sttt e sttt seee et e saeeteesaaeebeesseeeneeas 32

Task or Project-Oriente€d ACHIONS ......c.eeeiviieeiiieeeiieeeieeeeiee e ereeeereeeeaeeeeeeesseeesereeas 34
Ongoing and MONItOTING ACHONS .......eevuiieiierieeiieniieeteeriee et esteeeteeseeeeaeenseessseeseesnsaens 35

LIST OF FIGURES
1 Protected Areas Study Boundary .........c.cocviieeiiiiiiieeeiieeeeeeeee e 5
2 REZIONAL MAP ......iiiiieiiiiie ettt ettt et ettt e e b e e aeeenseeennas 8
3 03 1V = USSP 12
4 N F: 110 LY F: 3o SRRSO 14
5 Trails and Development Map..........cocciiiiiiieeiiiece e e 23
APPENDICES
A BC Parks SyStems GOQlS.........ccouiiiiiiiiiiiiieiecie ettt 37
B BC Parks Zoning POIICY........ceccuiiiiiiiiiiiecee ettt 38
C PLANE LISt .ottt ettt nb et 40
D Stawamus Chief Schedule............c.ooiiii e 43
E Stawamus Chief Study Area Final Report (June, 1994) .......c.cooveviiiiiiniieieceeiees 46
PHOTOS

View from the Chief between the Second and Third Peaks ...........ccoociniiiiiiniininnnnn, 4
Remnants of Old-growth FOTESt.........cc.cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieie ettt 7

View of Second Peak from Third Peak..........cccccoiiiiiiiiiiiee, 10
Swamp East of the Chief............ccoiiiiiiiii e 17

View from the Chief across the Squamish Valley.........cccceveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee 20
Climbers on the Chief ...........ooiiiiiiii e 25
Viewpoint from Second SUMMIL .........cceeiiiieiiiiiiiieeeeeee e 26

Trail to the Summits of the Chief ..o 29



Stawamus Chief Provincial Park
Management Plan




MESSAGE FROM THE CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

The Advisory Committee for the Stawamus Chief Management Plan is in agreement that
the experience of the Chief goes into a realm beyond that of stunning views, fabulous
climbing and tourism potential. The magic of the quiet trail, the wonder of the lonely bird
call, the rootedness of the rock mass, the challenge of the abrupt elevation gain and the awe
inspiring views provide an easily accessible opportunity to get away and get above every
day reality that brings refreshment to the spirit as well as the body. There is a sense of
pilgrimage about returning to the Chief.

Recognition of the spiritual value of the Stawamus Chief is shared by aboriginal and non-
aboriginal people, local residents and area visitors. The elusive spiritual value to the
Stawamus Chief is very precious and managing the park to ensure the integrity and
longevity of the spiritual place has been a priority of the Advisory Committee.

Citizens’ Advisory Committee
Stawamus Chief Management Plan
July, 1996

VISION STATEMENT FOR STAWAMUS CHIEF PROVINCIAL PARK

The Management Plan for the Stawamus Chief Provincial Park must ensure a high level of
protection of the granite monoliths, their surrounding features and natural ecosystems. It will
also provide guidance to enhance the infrastructure for the traditional activities of rock
climbing, hiking, viewing and nature appreciation, while respecting the spiritual and cultural
values important to the Squamish First Nation and park visitors.
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PLAN HIGHLIGHTS

e Continue to pursue land acquisition in the PAS study boundary as recommended in the
Stawamus Chief Study Area Final Report (June, 1994).

o Establish an ongoing Advisory Committee to provide input for Annual Management Plans,
research projects and other park-related issues as required.

e Vehicle access to the park will not be encouraged through the Stawamus watershed.

e Protect sensitive or unique vegetation communities from future park development through
zoning.

e The park will be closed to hunting and all open fires.
e Develop a strategy with the Squamish First Nation that will protect and allow for the
continued practice of traditional activities for present and future generations of First Nations

people in relation to the lands within the park.

o Upgrade all existing designated trails to park standards and improve signage on the existing
trail network.

e Develop a rock climbing strategy in conjunction with experienced rock climbers that
addresses a number of issues (eg. safety, code of conduct, route locations, facilities and

signing).
e Develop a campground with sanitary facilities that emphasizes low impact, walk-in access,
rustic camping and limited vehicle high density campsites. Camping will be restricted to

only designated campsites unless authorized for special purposes by the District Manager.

o Develop a risk assessment, risk strategy and prepare a safety and rescue plan in conjunction
with Squamish Search and Rescue and other organizations.

o Install an emergency telephone.

o Design and develop an interpretive strategy to enhance public awareness concerning the
environmental, natural and cultural values in the park.

e Rock climbing guiding, hiking and nature interpretation will continue to be commercial
recreation services offered on the Stawamus Chief.

il




INTRODUCTION

What is a Management Plan?

A Management Plan is an administrative manual which guides a park’s management for a five to
ten year term. It sets out objectives and actions for conservation, development, interpretation
and operation of the park. A Management Plan relies on current information on park resources,
recreation uses and activities occurring on surrounding lands. This information is available from
park managers, discussions with other government agencies, previously prepared reports, public
interest groups, study teams and from the general public.

The process for preparing a plan involves a rigorous analysis of the overall goals of the park,
patterns of use, management objectives and possible sources of conflict among park policies. In
choosing the most appropriate options, the intent is to reach a balance between recreation and
conservation.

Management Plans establish long-term management direction for a park as well as dealing with
immediate issues. This means that the plan will generally contain numerous statements
describing management actions that need various degrees of attention. Since BC Parks cannot
carry out every task at the same time, the plan must also set priorities for management actions.
Approval of the Management Plan is not an indication that funding to implement management
actions is available. Standard funding procedures will apply during implementation of the plan.

BC Parks prepares Management Plans with a high degree of public involvement. The general
public and public interest groups have opportunities to provide comments through a variety of
means including public meetings, questionnaires and local study teams.

This Management Plan for Stawamus Chief Provincial Park has been prepared by the BC Parks
staff with assistance of a volunteer advisory committee. The plan is based on committee, staff
and public input. Public input has been received through public open house meetings.

Each section of the Management Plan provides a brief summary of relevant background
information. More detailed information can be obtained from the Stawamus Chief Background
Report.

The Management Plan is organized into six main sections:

1) Purpose or context of the plan, highlighting planning issues and providing a summary of
background information on the park.

2) Role of the park and its “vision statement”, describing the importance of the park and critical
goals and principles that establish a long term foundation for managing the park.

3) Park zoning, defining how different areas of the park will be managed.



4) Objectives and associated actions for managing the park’s natural and cultural purposes.

5) Objectives and actions for providing outdoor recreation opportunities and for providing
information in and about the park.

6) Priorities for implementing the management.

Purpose of the Plan

The purpose of the Management Plan is to guide all park resource use and visitor service
decisions that will be made in the next five to ten years, that will allow Stawamus Chief
Provincial Park to preserve its special natural and cultural features, while attaining its full
potential within the overall park system in British Columbia.

The plan also describes the expectations of the public and the Squamish First Nation for the park,

based on the public involvement process, through the advisory committee and open house
meetings and consultation with the Squamish First Nation.

Planning Issues

Role of the Park

Since the Stawamus Chief is a rock climbing area of international importance, the main role of
the park will focus on recreation. The Stawamus Chief’s hiking trails are among the most used

trails regionally.

The Squamish Chief has long been recognized as a special feature in the Protected Area
Strategy' and protection of this special feature is an other important role.

The park also gives the opportunity to inform the public about both the consequences of human
impact and gaining appreciation for the natural and cultural values of the park.

Adjacent to the Stawamus Chief and included in the park is Shannon Falls, which is also
recognized as a special feature and is the third highest waterfall in British Columbia.

Park Boundary

The present boundaries will be reviewed during the plan process, including reviewing adjacent
mineral leases.

1. The second goal of the Protected Areas Strategy is “To protect the special natural, cultural heritage
and recreational features of the Province, including ... outstanding or unique geological features”



Shannon Falls Provincial Park is located immediately east of Stawamus Chief. It already has a
Management Plan. Both the boundaries between the parks and the Shannon Falls Management
Plan will be taken into consideration.

Level of Development

The Stawamus Chief has been extensively used as a rock climbing area, prior to park
designation. It is estimated that about 50,000 hikers and 25,000 climbers enjoy the Stawamus
Chief annually, and it is expected that this number will increase approximately ten percent
yearly.

The level of development will depend on the recreational use/needs, but protection of the special
features and conservation of the natural and cultural resources will also play a major role. The
final level of development will be determined in this Management Plan.

Management of Park Resources

Stawamus Chief Provincial Park conserves vegetation, wildlife, water, special features and
cultural/historical values. These resources can be affected by development occurring in and
around the park and by how the park is used for recreation. In response to these factors,
conserving the resources will increasingly depend on active, or “hands-on” management
strategies and obtaining more information about the resources. The Management Plan sets
direction for managing these resources and prioritizing information needs.

BC Parks Relationship with First Nations

Stawamus Chief Provincial Park is of great interest for the Squamish Band. In managing the
resources of the park, the plan sets direction for communicating and cooperating with First
Nations people.

Park Promotion

How the park is promoted can have considerable affects on long-term visitor patterns. The plan
provides direction on how the park will be promoted with consideration given to affects of
increasing visitor numbers, mostly climbers, on the conservation goals for the park.

Interagency Cooperation

In many ways, Stawamus Chief Provincial Park is connected to the surrounding lands.
Ecological processes, water, air, vegetation, wildlife and people move across the park boundary,
and consequently the park cannot be treated in isolation from surrounding lands. This plan sets
direction for cooperating with other government agencies, industries and non-government
organizations to develop management strategies for conservation and recreation.



Background Summary

The Stawamus Chief was named after the Indian village of STA-a-mus, at the mouth of the
Squamish River. The Stawamus Chief consists of a series of peaks located on a pronounced
ridge between the Stawamus River and Olesen Creek.

Located immediately to the south of the town of Squamish, the lands that presently will be
designated as Class A Provincial Park contain approximately 524 hectares, while the proposed
Protected Areas Strategy (PAS) study boundary contains 700 hectares. This area lies partially
within the District Municipality of Squamish.

The park is situated on the “Sea to Sky” Highway 99; an hour’s drive from Vancouver (Figure
1). Along this highway motorists will see impressive natural features and places like Whistler,
an international ski destination that attracts more tourists every year along this route.

View From the Chief Between the Second and Third Peaks
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The area is situated in the Southern Pacific Range CWHdm (Coastal Western Hemlock dry
maritime) biogeoclimatic zone.

The climate in this area is typical of the south coast with mild, wet winters and warm, sunny
summers. Mean average daily temperatures range from 23° Celsius in July to 4° Celsius in
January, with a May to September summer season mean of 15° Celsius. Precipitation averages
approximately 130 to 150 centimetres per year.

BC Parks Plan 90 Special Features for BC Parks report identified the Stawamus Chief as an
outstanding, provincially significant special feature of igneous rock. A second special feature in
the park is Shannon Falls, third highest waterfall in British Columbia.

The Stawamus Chief has been known internationally for its rock-climbing opportunities for
several decades. Known as one of the largest freestanding monoliths, the 700-metre high
Stawamus Chief provides excellent rock climbing routes for both beginner and experienced
climbers.

The area is also popular for hiking, and it offers some breathtaking views of Howe Sound and the
town of Squamish. Most of the trails lead to the top of the Stawamus Chief and one trail
connects to neighbouring Shannon Falls Provincial Park.

The Federation of Mountain Clubs of British Columbia (FMCBC), stated in its report, “The
Granite Monoliths of Squamish”, that this area provides outstanding recreational opportunities
and acts as a tourism asset to the town of Squamish.

Nearly half the area has been logged in the past and the forestry values today are poor or
moderate. There are pockets of old-growth forest left and the Squamish Forest District has
identified 14 rare or endangered plant species, some of which may also exist in the park.

Also of interest is a verified peregrine falcon nesting site located within the park, which is of
importance as the peregrine falcon is on the Red List.



ROLE OF THE PARK

Regional and Provincial Context

The Stawamus Chief and the other provincial parks along Highway 99 attract local, regional,
national and international visitors (Figure 2). It is estimated that there may now be as many as
50,000 hikers and 25,000 climbers annually who enjoy the Stawamus Chief, and that a 10%
increase in the number of visits yearly may be expected. The adjacent Shannon Falls Provincial
Park attracted 461,293 visitors in 1995. The park also has long been acknowledged as a rock
climbing area of international importance.

The enhancement of these tourism assets can be of substantial benefit to local communities, both
in terms of economic value and community pride.

The Stawamus Chief area has significant historical and cultural values for people of the
Squamish First Nation.

Remnants of Old-growth Forest
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