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T F C hPark [B.[ca. Boya Lake Park] was established to conserve one of the
most significant esker and kettle glacier deposits in northern British Columbia.
The park serves to protect important wetlands , wildlife habitat and recreational
opportunities for travellers of Highway 37, with lakefront campsites and
interpretation features that allow users to appreciate and learn about the
cultural, historic , and natural values of the area
Adjacent to TF Chodoil F Par k, icensetviney pratatts
an area largely untouched by human disturbance with important habitat for
Moose, Grizzly Bear, Caribou, and many other species . The conservancy
supports remote wilderness recreation opportunities.
Both TF Chdéil F Park and the NedfFhod Cons
Ancestral Territory). Protecting the co
social, and cultural attributes in  recognition of Kaska Law is an important path to
reconciliation. Commongoal saret hat TFPaChkdidnd t he
Conservancy be managed  to protect the Kaska Dena way of life, their cultural
sites and landscapes; that biological diversity and  important wildlife habitat are
sustained , and landscapes are protected for sustainable recreation and tourism.
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human beings inhabit this landscape, Kaska Dena will remain here. Our occupancy of this land
establishes both our right and our responsibility to ensure this land remains intact and able to
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The Kaska traditional territory is 24 million hectares and includes portions of three provinces and
territories (British Columbiayukon,and Northwest Territories). The majestic northern boreal
F2NBad NBIA2yaE 2F AYOUSNA2NJ . NAGAAK [/ 2fdzYoAal |
expansive and impressive wilderness areas, with a great diversity of terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. ensive mountain ranges and wild rivers frame pristine boreal forest watersheds.

Large free ranging populations of Woodland Caribou, Moose, Stone Sheep, a full suite of large
carnivores, and hundreds of thousands of migrating-trepical songbirds and warfowl make

their home in these diverse boreal landscapes.

The health of Kaska culture requires large intact landscapes which support healthy populations
of traditional plants and animals. Furthermore, a central facet of our identity requires large
unfragmented landscapes for our families to be on. This is wherdraditional knowledge is
passed on from parent to child, from generation to generation. As well, our physical health
requires continued access to healthy wildlife populations as a key component of the diet to which
we are accustomed and adapted.

Permanently protected areas and parks can play an important role in ensuring th¢elong
health of First Nations cultures, and thus the Kaskasapportive of the concept oprotected
areasas a mechanism to protect our cultural interests.

¢n [/ KQAfn t I NJ

Adjacent to the northern part of the S Qan& €parated by the Dease Rivem)  / i&a@ Aréan

of great social, cultural and spiritual importance to the Kaska Dena, who have called it their home
for generations. This area, rich in wildlife, presented a good place for a rest during long trips to
and from theb S Q.n K Q

The Kaska translation 6fn  / iKWk & bienket full of hol€which describes the area when
viewed from above, due to the number of small lakes and inlets that make up the area. This area
was an important area to the Kaska Dena as it connects tb tBeQ, vi& the crossing that was
used to fod the Dease River at its shallowest point. These wetlands provided habitstdose

and Caribou and fish that Kaska relied on seasonally and continue to use.today
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benches on the mountain range that allofs easy walkingf the length of the conservancy.

The Elders have spoken of the area as being a place to go when times were lean because it was
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importance to the Kaska Deweho have called it their home for generations. This area, rich in

wildlife, presented a good place forrast during long trips on the Mcdaméuna Zaand Atse

Dena- Tunnatrails.
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were successfuthrough collaborative efforts with the Province of British Columbia. It was
achieved through mutual respect and understanding of the spiritual, cultural, social, and
environmental valuethe Kaska attributetél KS b SQnKQ® LG Aa Ffaz2 0GKS (
conservancy to protect important Kaska Dena cultural sites and landscapes; sustain biological
diversity and wildlifehabitats andprotect landscapes for recreation and tourisfiotecting the
conservancy suppastthe Kaska Dena way of life.

The BC Government has passeegislation to bring the United Nations Declaration on the Rights
of Indigenous Peoples into provincial law. Tiiesv legislationg the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples Agtserves as the legislative framework for reconciliati@tognizing the
constitutional and human rights of Indigenous peoples and aligning B.C.'s laws with the
internationally recognized standards of the U.N. Declaration, as well as the legal rights of
Indigenouspeoples.
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document]andb S @Bdkservancy arwithin the Kaskancestralterritory, whichis anarea of
cultural, sacredsocial,and environmentasignificanceo the Kaska Dena.

Theplan focuses on objectives and strategies identified in the Dé&sel Sustainable Resource
Management PlaiD-LSRMPand the Kaska Dena strategic land use reports, including:

w protectingancestraland current Kaska Demweays of life, harvesting and hunting areas
and activities and associated cultural, sociagonomicand environmental values

w protecting these areas for present andtite use by both Kaska Dena and the fixjb

w maintaining the ecological integrityf the park and conservancincluding the
protection ofat-riskplant communities, ecosystemwildlife speciesandthe special
kettle and esker glacial landscape with gectacular, turquoiseolouredlakes;

w increasing the awareness of tiEnanan yAdnh (land guardiang DNY network,
includingtheir work monitoring allowable land usesictivities

w protecting the wilderness values associated with key recreational activities and sites
that, in turn, support opportunities, such as wildlife viewing and wilderressed
tourism; and,

w promotingthe parkas a regionally important destination for recreation opportunities
including camping, swimming, hiking, and boating (canoe, small motor)
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1.8t roducti on

1.1 Management Plan Purpose

The¢ n / K QPak.a Boyd Lbde Parkhdb S B dhservancyManagement Plan has been jointly
developedby the Kaska and BC Parks as part of the work identified in the KBGKatrategic Engagement
AgreementA single management plan was prepared for bathigcted areaslue to their adjacency, and

similarities in their naturalalues, ecosystemandstakeholdersThis management plan sets out the leng

term, strategic direction for botiprotected areasindprovides guidance forho@ 2 6 K ¢n / KQAf n t
bSQnKQ / 2y a$kdadgey ift@ thedututeinless Stherwise stated, the contents of thismpla

apply to both the park and conservancy.

The completed management plan will be aperational tool that:

articulates the key features and valyes

identifies appropriate types and levels of management activities

determines appropriate levels of use and development

establishes a lonterm vision and management objectivesnd,

responds to current and predicted threats and opportunities by defining a set of management
strategies to achieve the management vision and objectives.

=A =4 =4 =4 =4

1.2 Planning Area

¢ n / RafkA(4,597 hectaresind b S MEdhservancy (233,304 hectaremde in northern British
Columbiaalongthe StewartCassiar HighwayHwy 37near the community of Good Hope Lalkegure 1)
The parkisbordered by theconservancyo the east and Highway 37 to the west; &6 north ofDease
LakeTine aR, and 82 Km south of the Yukon / British Columbia border (Figure 2).

The parlfeatures one of the most iconic esker and kettle glacial deposition landscapes in northern British
Columbia, which has resultéd it becoming one of the most significant destination and day use parks
north of Dease Lak®ne of thesekettle glacial depositionfakeg is Boya Lakeovering 572 actares

The conservancincludes § WA &f I Y RQ Ri@wizgsithe Hgrsefsicly BiS The mountain
range is the dominant feature of the conservancy landscapie western foot of the range lies
approximately 16 km east of the Stew&assiar Highway (Highway 37) and the northern foot of the range
is approximately 60 km from the Yukon border (Figlre

The north end othe conservancyconsists of chains of lakes, eskeand numerous rich and diverse
wetlands. In the south end of the conservandpere is DeadwoodlLaké Ah' dini su'ehand Looncry
Laké Tuezeh sah ghetvhich drain into the Red Riv&ihior Ts eh Tueto the east of the mountain range

1 Kaska language names appear through out the documeritaiiics. A full list of Kaska traditional place and wildlife names
are included in Appendix B.



and thenflow into the TurnagairRivef Gah ChoAt the very south end of the conservancy is the Major
Hart RivefTsihe Twhich drains into the Turnagain Riv&ah ChoSeveraKaska DenéndianReserves
are locatedon the Major Hart Rivésihe Tiand near Horseranch Lake

Where the conservancyborders the Dease River (northwest end of the conservancy), the boundary
includes the portion of the river that lies to the east of the centerline. Parkcandervancy boundaries,
where they border the river (the entire east boundantloé park and that portion of the west side of the
conservancyhat bordersthe park), are shared down the middle of the Dease River (Figure 2).

The nearest community is Good Hope L#kdizahapproximately 20 km southwest of the Range, and
other nearby communities include Dease L/dkeeah 125 km to the southwest, Lower P65tQ | S66 & dzd
km to the northeast and Watson LaRets@ngSi80 km to the north.

2Horseranch Lake was noted as a Goal 2 Study Area in the Prince Rupert Protectg@PRPeS] (G NI G S3& F2NJ KI Ay 3T W3
FSIHGdzNSaQ 6StSYSyita gKAOK NS NIFNSzT a0l NOS 2N dzyAljdzS0d | 2 NBSNI y(
lakes and rich wetlands (orchids). Written in 1996, the PRPA is a technical assessment of the domsemereation, and

cultural heritage priorities within the Prince Rupert Int&gency Management Committee Region.
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1.3 Significance in the Protected Areas System

Both protected areas are culturally significant to the Kaska Dena and continue to be used for spiritual,
social,and ceremonial purposes.

¢tn /| KORENFATING NBIA2yFEf& AYLRNIFYyd NBONBFGAZ2Y | YR
areas system. Some of these roles include:

1 protecting the special kettle and esker glacial landscape wigpactacular, turquoiseoloured
lake
1 conseningthe best representatio of the Liard Plain EcosectiohBritish Columbia
providinglakeside destination campirfgr regionalresidents and Highway 37 travelleesd,
1 recreation opportunitiesuch aswimming, picnicking, play areas, hiking trails, boat access, and
nature appreciation.

=

bSQnKQ / asignBidald witfiidthe protected area system as it:

9 protects many unique landscape featur@xludingchains of lakes, esker complexes, numerous
rich and diversavetlands,andthe Horseranchrange

1 providesbackcountry recreation opportunities for local communities and visjtansl,

1 is a part of a pvincially significant area efultural and eologicaimportanceasidentified inthe
Deaseliard Sustainable Resource Management FlainSRMP(the Gu Cha Duga Zoyand the
Muskwa Kechika Management ArgsppendixC).

1.4 Legislative Framework

I oA 2 4 oA x
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constitutionally protectedAboriginalrights, title andinterests of affected First Nations (section 35 of the
Constitution Act, 1982 This conservancy was established without prejudice to treeggotiations.

Members of the KasKsationcontinue to exercise their rights to access and practice thefuiin these

protected areas.

Provincial Land Use Plan and Provincial Legislative Framework

¢n / KQJaka Boyd LBd Park]
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park in November 1965 b@rder in Gouncil under thePark Actlt is listed in Schedule C of tkeotected

Areas of British Columbia Act (PARC

Class A parks are dedicated to the preservation of their natural environments for the inspiration, use and
enjoyment of the public. Development in a Class A park is limited to that which is necessary for the
maintenance of its recreational values. Actegtisuch as grazing, hay cutting and other uses (except

5



commercial loggingmining, or hydroelectric development) that existed at the time the park was
established may be allowed to continue in certain Class A parks.

In 2018, the name of Boya Lake Park was repealed and replaced with its current name.

bSQnKQ [/ 2y aSNBIyOe

bSQnKQ / 2y astbizhedyhMarch@1, 2013, following the recommendations of the approved
D-LSRMRK2012) and the implementation of the KasB& Strategic Land Use Plan Agreement (20T8g
conservancy is named and described in Schedule E éfrtstected Areas of British Columbia Act.

Conservancies are set aside;

(a) for the protection and maintenance of their biological diversity and natural environments

(b) for the preservation and maintenance of social, ceremeoaial cultural uses of first nations
(c)for protection and maintenance of their recreational values; and,

(d) to ensure that development or use of their natural resources occurs in a sustainable manner
consistent with the purposes of (a), (b) and (c).

Conservancies may provide for a wider range of low impact economic development opportunities than
Class A parks, but commercial loggimgiing,and hydroelectric power generation (other than local fun
of-the-river projects) are prohibited in a conservancy.

1.5 Management Planning Commitments/Agreements

Strategic Engagement Agreement

In 2018, he Province of British Columbia and the Kaska Dena Caigoiéd a Strategic Engagement
Agreement (SEA). &hagreement establishes a framework for the governmemgovernment
relationship that enables both parties to work collaboratively and engage in shared detialdong.
Appendix F of the SH#ovides a collaborative framework for BC Parks and the Kaska Demarko
together to develop, review and implement management plans emduct pint operationalactivities
within conservanies, parks,ecologicakreserves, angrotected areas

1.6 Relationship with First Nations

¢tn /KQAfn tIN] YR bSQnKQ /2yaSNBIyOe | NB GAGKAY
boundary of Fort Nelson First Nation at the Liard River Basin, and the territories of the Treaty 8 First
Nations.

The Province, the Kaska Dena, Fort Nelson First Nation and Treaty 8 First Nations are committed to
governmentto-government collaboration. BC Parks recognizes and respects the right to Indigeneus self

S¢KS Yrhayl 58yl ARSYGAFASR GKS bSQnKQ I a -LiardBlstainahldl Resourbds | T2NJ
Management Plan (ILSRMP) process. The-LSRMP provides general management direction while allowing for this
management plan to further defi@m management objectives and define acceptable uses and provide specific direction on
acceptable activities.



determination and is working towards the collaborative managemenndf K2 AHfNJ YR bSQnKQ
Conservancy.

1.7 Adjacent Land Use

Surroundinghe park and conservangthe Kaska Dena have identified the Gu DhgaZonée (meaning
®2N 0KS 3I)Ndthé RICSRMA. FhlBw/Qba Duga Zonesigadficant concentrations of cultural
values,severalsacred areas, high wildlife diversity and abundance, and is of current and historical
importance This zone providebnkages and connectivity to other areas in Kaska ancestral territory via
the adjacent Kaska Identified Watersheds and Large River Corridors. It also connects with the-Muskwa
Kechika Management Ardd-KMA)to the east.The management of the Gu Cha Duga area is based on
the goal of cemanagement and shared decision making

TheM-KMAis 6.4 million hectares and was created as a world class management model in legislation by
the ProvincialGovernment in 1998t was determined thathe area was unique, particularly due to its
considerable size, largebnimpactednature and its culturalecologicaland geographical diversity and

that it should be managed as a special management®area

There are three Indian Reserves (IRs) inadjdcent tothe conservancyFigure 1) These are: Mosquito
Creek 5, Dease River 3 (Liard) and Horse Range Hdmsdis or IR adjacent tahe park:Dease River 2
(Dease)Figure 2)

There is private lantbcated adjacent to botlthe park and conservang¥igure 1 and Figure 2).

A Section 16.and Actmap reservé (Crown Lands file number 0314250) for the purposes of Use,
Recreation and Enjoyment of the Public (UREP) covers the Dease River from the north end of Dease Lake

to Lower Post (see Appendix D, Figure C1 for map). This Dease River corridor is ideti#i& iBRMP

as being in the tourism zone with an objective for wilderaeased tourism. The corridor passes through

| KAO1Sya bSOl azdzydlr Ay 902ft23A0If wSaSNBS:I ¢n / KQ
the UREP is considered to have higtreation values for paddling and float trips.

1.8 Land Uses, Tenures, and Interests

¢n /MRaRAf n
Someland usestenuresand interestgpredate park establishmenin the parkthere is currently:.
1 onegrazing licenséassociated with Guide Outfitting);
1 one traplinelicense
1 onecommercial recreation (mulyear)permit for air transport
9 one commercial recreation (mwjiear) permit for Guide Outfittingand,

4 See Appendix 2 for more information on the Gu Cha Duga Zone and map fromtiS&kBIP.

5 For more information, visitwww.muskwakechika.com/

fdal LJ wSasSNwWsSe YSIhyada + NSaASNWYSs SaidlotAakKSR o6& (GKS aAyAadaNR 2y o
Crown land from disposition. It is established pursuant to Section 12 of tnel Actand places a formal reserve on the records

of the Ministry.


http://www.muskwa-kechika.com/

1 oneweather station owned bBCWildfire Service

b S Q@dRrvancy
Some land uses, tenures and interests predate conservancy establisim#m.conservancy there are
currently.

1 two activegrazing licens&(one associated with Guide Ouftfitting);

1 six traplinelicenses

1 one commercial recreation (mulyiear) permit forGuide Outfitting and,
1 one commercial recreation (mulyiear) permit for air transport

There are fourDesignated Placer Areas that overldpe park andconservancy. There is the Dease
58Sa4A3yFGSR tfFOSNI ! NBI 00GSydaNBE y2® oHdpTtcl O23SNA
Il 5SaA3ayFGSR tfFOSNI ! NBI 6G§SydzNE y2andtveooNalkeny 0 G KI
Creek Designated Placer Areas (tenure no(s).333795 and 333792) located on Walker Creek at the south
end of Deadwood Lake. Thefesignated PlaceAreas do not provide mining rightand mining is

prohibited under thePark Actn both conservancies and Class A parks.

1.9 Management Planning Process

A Kaskaepresentative and a BC Parks Planning Section Head were identiffedtkasCoordinatorsind

together theyreported to the Natural ResourceCouncif (NRCpn a regular basis (Appendix F, Kaska BC
SEA2018). Thee Parks Coordinatomsere responsible for implementing Appendix Which includes
collaboration on parks, protected areas, conservancies, and ecological reserves in the Kaska Dena
ancestraterritory. The specific initiative fahe conservancwasthe development ofmanagement plan.

Similar provisionsvere set out forthe park.

This management planning procesas completedollaboratively between BC Parks and the Kaska

Dena.Since the designation die conservancyn 2013, BC Parks and Kaska Dena have condiineted

following supporting initiativesc2 YLX SGSR I 02y (i NI Of / KXPark@K&BoyaS @St 2 LJY
Lake)} Y R b S Qn K Q ecobsgsierndeNddwagsessmenteports completed a Kaska Dena

community andcultural backgroundsummaryreport; legally changed the park nanfeom Boya Lake

Park toTn/ K Q A f[apk.at BloydJ ake Paikjd develogd a Kaska Denaformationkioskin the park

The development of the drafhanagement plan wa#st initiated in2013andafter some delays project
planwas circulatd for reviewin early 2A.9. BC Parks and Kaska Dena engaged the public, stakeholders
and other Nations on a draft management plaem2023 During the process,dth ParksCoordinators
provided regular updates to théatural ResourceCouncilon the management plan development

7In 2012, the Kaska Dena and the Province signed a Strategic Engagement Agreement (SEA), which established a Shared
Decisionmaking process and a governmetd-government body. This body is known as the Natural Resources Council (NRC).

The NRC is the bodf 2 NJ Sy 31 38SYSyid 2y flFyR YR NBSaz2dz2NOS YIylF3asSySyid YIGiGé
Conservancy.






2.0 Park and Conservanc

2.1 Kaska Dena History and Cultural Heritage

The Kaska Derancestralterritory is 24 million hectares (93,000 square mileskize It spans three

provinces and territories (British Columbia (BC), Yukon and Northwest Territories) and constitutes fully

25% of the Yukon Territory, and 10% of the entire land area oBE.G KAY (G KS Yl &1l 5SSyt
territory, the long northrsouth oriented conservancy spans &fh and is known byhe Kaskdbenaname

F2NJ GKS | 2NBSNigpORYIbERBAKNA KSBpYyZ FyR f2y3a aidao]
to reflect the sprawling alpine benches on the mountain range that allows easy walking the length of the
conservancyKaska Den&lders have spoken of the area as being a place to go when times were lean
0S0OldzaS AdG gl a | LXIFOS F22R 0O2dzZ R 0S NBtAlofe T2
importance to the Kaska Dena. It is a culturally important area where wittllives, where Kaska Dena

have had land use occupancipr generations and is a resting area for Kaska Dena traveling the
Mcdaméd Duna Zaand AtseDena Tunna ! Y OA Sy i tkSoviLdis Davie trafl (KDG 2000)) over

time.

Cultural Heritage Values

From the Deastiard SRMP (2002):

Cultural heritage resources in the De#dsard planning area reflect past and present uses by both
aboriginal and noraboriginal people. Three categories of resources are considered cultural heritage
resources: (1) archaeological sites containing physical remains of past human activity such as, old
grave sites, rock art, old village sites, lithic scatters (rock cbffen obsidiar- from making stone

tools, etc.); (2) historic sites such as pioneer settlements, historic buildings, and pioneer trails; and (3)
First Nations traditional use sites which may or may not show physical evidence of-madan

artifacts or structures but maintain significance to living communities. These include fishing sites,
hunting camps, traditional trails, berry picking areas, legend/sacred sites, etc.

There areover five hundred Kaska Dena traditional use diadtural Heritage Resourcéas}he park and
conservancyTable 1).

Trails cover the entire conservancy with several core travel corridors

1 Fromthe parkacross the Dease Riv&u chg then northeast to theChain Lakes and on to Lower
PostD'aelyu,

1 Fromthe parkacross the Dease Rivé&u chosoutheast along the Rapid Riv&idcho Tudo
LooncryTuezeh sah ghatr DeadwoodAh' dini su'elakes

I From the lakes either east to the Red Ri&i or Ts eh Tugeliurnagain RivéGah Chanto the
Davie TrailAtse Dena Tunna the Kechika Trench or south to the Major Hart RiVsitie Tu
wherea Kaska Dena assembly site is locatedl,

1 The McdameDuna Zarail from McdameDuna Za Postast to connect to Rapid Riv&acho
Tueand east to the lakes.
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Tableld bdzYoSNJ 2F Yl aill 53KIQAGMI RAMNY2 ¥l b SONKDa / »

Assembly Site 2
Berry Source 18
Burials 1
Cabin 63
Camp 57
Firewood 11
Fishing Site 9
Food Preparation Site 3
Harvest Site 351
Logging 5
Reserve 8
Trapping Site 44
Total 573

The Kaska Dena uses and sites in paek and conservancyeflect the wildlife diversity and their
movements. In the winteMWoodlandCaribou whhdzoand Moosé kadn use low elevation habitats in and
around the lakes buticcess the mountain slopes as well. The distances between these habitats are
relatively short. This is reflected in the number of cabins at lower elevations, with camps on the mountain
range. Thinhorn SheegfT and Mountain Goatd/sln are found on the mountain within a relatively
short distance to the cabins. Medicinal and plant gathering areas are found at all elevations. Furbearers
are found as well in the conservancy and supp@pping in the winter.

2.2 Biological Diversity and Natural Environmént

CKS YIFI2SadA0O y2NIKSNYy o02NBIFf F2NBad NBIA2yaEa 2F Ay
most expansive and impressive wilderness areas, with a great diversity of terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. Extensive mountain ranges and wild rivarsdrpristine boreal forest watersheds. Large

free ranging populations dMoodlandCaribou, Moose, Stoneheep, a full suite of large carnivores, and

hundreds of thousands of migrating némpical songbirds and waterfowl make their home in these

diverse baeal landscapes. Only a few roads cross this region, one of the wildest landscapes on the North
American continent.

Biogeoclimatic Zones
Boththe parkandthe amnservancyredominated by Boreal White and Black Spruce moist cool (BWBSmK)
biogeoclimatic zone, with substantial areas of Spridilow-Birch moist cool and moist cool scrub

Qx
ax
u»
Q¢
Q¢
-<
u»

SLyF2NWI GA2Yy Ay G(GKAa ad80dAazy Aa FTNRY 902a2aisSY hoSNWASs |
Adrian de Groot [Drosera Ecological Consulting Ltdl] references contained in that document.
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(SWBmk and SWBmks) and Boreal Altai Fescue Alpine undifferentiated (BFiinrihe monservancy
(See Appendix 5, Figure AThe BWBSmk is found at low elevations in the conservancy, with the SWBmk
and SWBmKks at progressively higher elevations, and BAdtAthe highest mountains

Ecological Communities

TheBQ 2y aSNBIF GA2Yy 51 GF / SyGdNBQa { LiBoRedSistedlandRBIug@ O2 & & a i
listed ecological communities within BEC subzones that occur in the conse(apendix E, Table E2

Most of these ecological communities have not beenfirmed as occurring in the conservancy but have

the potential to occur based on thgiresence in the subzones that occur in the conservancy. Of the 12
ecological communitiesight are bog, fen, swamp, or marsh wetlands, dodr are lowbench, mid

bench, or highbenchfloodplain ecological communities

Forests

The forests ofhe park and the conservaneye dominated by white or Engelmann spruce and lodgepole
pine leading forests, with lesser amountsutdick spruce, trembling aspen, subalpine fir and cottonwood.
Forest fires have been a dominant disturbance in the park and conservancy. Historically, these ecosystems
experienced frequent wildfires that ranged from spot fires to tens of thousands of lectiliorforested
areascover approximately 1/3 of the conservancy.

Frequent forest fires have formed a mosaic of upland forests of different ages in the BWB8v&Sixty
forest fires have been recorded since 1944, covering a total of approximately 10&8@2es Conifers

are often slow to reestablish after fire and deciduous forests of aspen and willow are commonplace and
persistent.

One insect pest and two tree diseases have been recorded in the area. Aspen LeafP¥idlec(istis
populielld was recorded in 2013 and 2014 with all the forests in the park being affected. Aspen and poplar
twig blight /enturia populinawas recorded ithe parkin 2001 and 2002 covering several areas in the
park that totaled 591 bctares Finally, Pine Needle Cakbphodermella concolpwas recorded in 2009
covering 880 hctaresalong the western edge of the park.

Grasslands, a rare sight on the northwestern BC landscape, are presiat [rarkand can be seen
primarily on soutkfacing slopes of the glaciofluvial deposits.

Terrestrial Environment

There are 42 animal species and 135 plant species that are either Red distidfeor listed under the
Species at Risk Act that the BC Species Explimdicates as occurring in the Skeena Stikine Forest District
¢ Cassiar, and in theideoclimaticEcosystemdassification (BECQ)ones ofboth the park and the

9 Red:Includes any indigenous species or subspecies that have, or are candidates for, Extirpated, Endangered, or Threatened
status in British Columbia. Placing taxa on these lists flags them as being at risk and requiring invest§jatioimcludes any
indigenous species or subspecies considered to be of Special Concern (formerly Vulnerable) in British Columbia. Taxa of Speci
Concern have characteristics that make them particularly sensitive or vulnerable to human activities or nateméd.e

10 The risk status for each species was obtained from the BC Species and Ecosystem Explorer tool, BC Conservation Data Centre
located athttp://a100.gov.bc.ca/pub/eswp/
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conservancyAppendix 5,Table E2)The conservancig poorly inventoried for plant and animal species
and ecological communities. There is high probability that additiorakktanimal and/or plant species,
or ecological communities will occur in the conservancy. This is partly due to the caldumadrock that
covers much of tharea, whichinfluencesthe terrestrial and aquatic species and ecosystems

Plants

There are 135 plant species that are either Red or-Béted, listed under thé&pecies at Risk Aadr listed
as species the BC Species Explorer indicates as occurring in the Skeena Stikine ForesCassidctand
in the BEC zones tife park and conservang¢Appendix 5, Table E2).thre park this includes 48 vascular
plant species, nine mosse$yree atrisk plant or lichen species; a furthewvo at-risk plant species are
located near the parkThere may be more atsk species associated witmkstone bedrock in the park.

Inthe conservancythisincludes 93 vascular plant species and 42 moskese areeightrecords of plant
specieslisted under theSpecies at Risk Aatccurring inthe conservancyAs the area is very poorly
inventoried, more Red or Blue listed plant species are very likely to occur in the conservancy.

Wildlife

Despite a harsh climate, #BWBS zone is surprisingly rich in wildlife. The BWBS has the least snowfall of
all the northern zones and consequently is very important for wintering ungulates. Moose, Caribou, Elk
FYRZ G2 | £S&adaSNJ RSAINBSI adzZ S 5ep&tiMdunitds GeakarduNRA 6 dzi S
sporadically, wherever suitable rugged terrain exists. Large carnivores such as Black Bear and Gray Wolf
are widespread and abundant, while Grizzly Bear are common in the mountainous regions ofB&e BW

A group of six Bison were obseniedhe parkin 2008, and two bull Bison in 2014. These Bison are likely
from the Nordquist herd that are normally found along the Alaska Highway corridor in the Liard hot springs
and Muncho Lake areadVithin the SpruceWillow-Birch (SWB) anBoreal Altai Fescue AlpinBAFA)

zones, there are additional species of interest (focal species), such as Wolverine (Blue listed), Marmot,
Artic Ground Squirrel, Golden Eagle, Gyrfalcon, and multiple species of Ptarmigan.

Frequent forest fires have formed a mosaic of upland forests of different ages. Conifers are often slow to
re-establish after fire and deciduous forests of aspen and willow are commonplace and pergikiesg.
deciduous forests are very productive habitats for ungulates, a wide selection of birds (including many of
the warblers, thrushes, vireos, and flycatchers), and a variety of small mammals.

Smaller mammals include the Lynx, Red Squirrel, Ermine, Snowsho@etarer, Muskrat, Marterand

Deer Mouse. Birds such as the Northern Goshawk, Great Horned Owl, Ruffed Grouse, Common Raven,
Gray Jay, Downy Woodpecker, and Bleagped Chickadee are characteristic residents. Other birds such

as the Yellowbellied Sapsucker, Hermit Thrush, Yelammped Warbler, Purple Finch, and Dayed

Junco are commonly found in these areas in summer.

Bogs and fens, intermixed with forest, make up one of the most common habitats in the BWBS. Often
NEFSNNBR (2 ad WYWYdza1S3IZQQ GKSasS LISFGtlFyRa | NB LJ
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province. Moose, Caribou and Black Bear are the most common large mammals of muskeg. fddgtats

Great Gray Owl and Shatgiled Grouse are characteristic ye@mund residents, while migratory species

such as the Solitary Sandpiper, Lesser Yellowlegs, Palm Warbler, Tennessee Warbler, Swamp Sparrow and
Blackpoll Warbler select these areas for diggy during summerWaterfowl species found in these
LINEGSOGSR I NBla AyOftdzRS /Iyl R DSSaSs vangddTdalNR& = b :
Northern Shoveler, Bufflehead, Rimgcked Ducks and Loons.

Moose @Alces americanysire common in the valleys of the Horseranch Range area and can also be found
on alpine benches when weather and/or snow conditicam® appropriate Within the park and
conservancyhigh valueMoosehabitat has been mapped, mostly along the major rivers and scattered
among the lakes on the northern end of the conservaqypendix EFigure ER TheMoose population

of the area is considered stable, and as having a population density like other boreal areas, but lower than
provincial benchmark populations

The Caribou Rangifer tarandus of the Horseranch Range are a Northern Mountain Population of
Woodland Caribou and have been identified as a species of Special Concern by COSEWIC (2014) and are
Bluelisted by the British Columbia Conservation Data CeMfiater range mapping of the area, based

on the locations of collared Caribou, showed that alpine are&oseranch Range are core alpine winter

range, with core forested winter range on the northern edge of the conservancy, although most of this
habitat is outside the conservancy (Appendix E, Figure E3). The Horseranch caribou migrate south from
their winter range to natal range on the Horseranch Range or the Cassiar Ramgyesrly April to Early

May. High value natal and summer habitat consists of windswept ridges and permanent snow/ice patches
for insect and thermal relief. They remain in these areas until fall when they move to lower elevations in

the subalpine for the rut.

Grizzly BeardJrsus arctosare distributed across the Dease Liard region and have been identified as a
species of Special Concern by COSEWIC and arbsBideby the British Columbia Conservation Data
Centre. Two areas of high value Grizzly Bear habitat covering 1Z24fdtdshave been identified ithe
conservancyAppendix E, Figure E4).

Steep, soutkacing grass/shrub communities found along the major valleys provide critical wintering
habitats for several ungulate species. Though relatively minor in extent, these habitats have low snow
depths and provide winter range for Mule Deer andii@ YS | NBl a F¥2NJ {2y SQa {KSS
(Appendix E, Figure E5). Kinnikinnick and Saskatoon berries attract Black Bear to these slopes in the
autumn.

Northern Myotis Myotis septentrionalis a bat species found in the northern reaches of the Skeena
Region is listed as endangered by COSEWIC (2013), endangered under the Species at Risk Act (2014), and
blue-listed provinciallydt risk). Another bat species found in the Skeena Region lsttteeBrown Myotis

(Myotis lucifugusy, is listed as endangered by COSEWIC (2013), endangered un8getties at Risk Act

(2014), and yellovisted provincially (secure species, not at risk of extinction).
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No reptiles occur in these BEC zones and amphibians such as the Western Toad, Wood Frog and Spotted
Frog are widely distributed throughout the many wetlands and moist upland habitats.

Water
All drainages in the plan area are tribugsto the Liard River, and therefore part of the Arctic drainage
system via the Mackenzie River.

Boya Lake covers 572¢taresand is noted for its colour and claritfhe bottom is composed of marl, a
mixture of silt andshell fragments. The crystalear waters and aquenarine lake colour are a result of
the lightreflecting from the marl bottomThe marl lakes of the Middle Dease River, including some of
those in the northern part ofhe conservancy, can be calciuioh, and have unique invertebrate fauna
that reflects this abundance of calciuran(important component of their di¢t An inventory ofthe
invertebrate fauna of lakes in theark andconservancy hasot been completed.

A reconnaissance inventory of the fish of Boya Lake has not been completed, with the inventories
information that exists being incomplete. Despite this lack of inventory, fishermen have recorded that
Boya Lake contains several species of fish, includikg Teout, Salvelinus namaycughArctic Grayling
(Thymallus arcticys Burbot [ota lotg, SuckersGatostomussp.), SculpinsQottussp.) and Whitefish
(Coregoninasubfamily).

There are four large lakes withihe conservancyDeadwoodah' dini su'ehHorseranchLooncrytuezeh
sah ghehand Vincent Lakes, agell as numerous smaller lakes. These lakegérmarily usedas access
points via floatplandoy hunters, guideutfitters, and trappersFish counts done ithe conservancyn
Deadwood, Horseranch, Looncry and Vincent Lakes found Burbot, Arctic Grayling, Lak€dCiesius
plumbeus) Lake Trout(Salvelinus namaycushlake Whitefish(Coregonus clupeaformispountain
Whitefish Prosopium williamsoipi Northern PikgEsox lucius)Peamouth ChubMylocheilus caurings
Round Whitefist{Prosopium cylindraeuyjand Sculpins.

2.3 Recreation and Tourism Values

¢l / RakA £t nQ

The parkis located on Highway 37, an alternate route for travellers to the YwahkmhAlaska where it
provides regionally important recreational opportunities. Within the park is-adiscampground® with
outhouses, picnic areas, a dayse area, playgroundand signageto share Kaska culture, history,
information about communities, and language vocabulaith park visitors.

The parkoffers several recreation opportunities, includifadke swimming, twoshort interpretivehiking
trails and boating/water sports (canoe, kayaks, small motor, paddle boardifig¢re ardimitless bays
and islands to discover by boat. Other opportunities within the park include aragiiBgya Lake and the
Dease River, and bird watching.

1Managed by a Park Operator (PO) with a PO agreement in place.
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bSQnKQ / 2yaSNDIyoOe
The conservancy offers backcountry recreation opportunitiekidnghunting, angling and hiking. There
is no BC Parks infrastructure (designated trails, camps, etc.).

DdZA RS 2dziFAGOAY 3T A& OdzZNNB Yy (i f ecomniekciGtourigiipurit dravigt i S a i |
visitors primarily from Europe, therlited Statesand Canada. Guide outfitting is an important contributor

to the local economy and employment ba¥&ig game species are hunted in the conservancy by resident

and nonresident hunters. Nowmesident hunters must be accompanied by a licensed guide outfitter.

In addition to its significant role in conserving natural and cultural values, the conservancy provide
economic benefits for local communities and the province. The dramatic beauty of the watershed, as well
as the opportunity to experience fishing, hunting or wildlife viewing in a remote wilderness setting, draws
visitors from the local area and around therld.

2.4 Natural Resource Development and Use

There is no natural resource development wittie parkand the conservancgpart from theexisting
tenures and permits for guide outfitting, trapping and grazing

2.5 Access Management

2.5.1 Access by Air

¢l / KQAftn t I NJ
Currently, floatplanetanding on Boya Lake are primarily used for commercial guide outfitter operations.

bSQnKQ / 2yaSNBIyoOe
With no roads into theonservancyfloatplanes are recognised as an important means of access

2.5.2 Access by Road

¢l / KQAftn t I NJ
Road access time parkis limited. There are several roads within the park. These are labelled as
GaSO2yRINE NRIR&A¢ 2y (GUKS LIN] YILA Ay GKA& YIyl 3S
1 Theprimarypark roadthat provides access to campsites and a day use;area
1 Aroad thatturns south from the primary campground access road and provides access to a
private property and tdhe Dease River 3 (Liard), IR

2From the Deasd.iard Sustainable Resource Management Plamps://kaskadenacouncil.com/download/deaskard-
sustainableresourcemanagementplan-2012/?wpdmdl=3603&refresh=5c479b87511361548196743
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1 Aroadin the northern part of the parkhat is accessed off Hwy 3&nd,
T { SOSNIf 20KSN) 20SNHNRgyYy 2fR aNRI Ra¢ ®

The only road maintained by BC Parks is the primary park road into the campground amkdaga.
Visitors are advised to use all other park roads at their own risk.

bSQnKQ /2y aSNBIyoOe
There is no road accessthe conservancy

2.5.3 Access by Water

Water access to botthe park and the conservangyvia the Dease Rivérhe Dease Rivés important to
people who access the protectegteas system in this manner, including access to sites of cultural
importance.

¢l / KQAtn t I NJ

Somemotorboat use occurs on Boya Lake, primarily by recreatiorigpss are posted to request motors
used are 9.:orsepower (Hpdr less. Boating on the lake is typically rantorized (canoe/kayak/paddle
board) and compatible with the protection of conservation and recreation values.

bSQnKQ /2y aSNBIyoOe

Motorboat use occurs on the Dease River.

2.5.4 Access by Snowmobile

ThePark Actind its regulations generally prohibit the use of snowmobiles in protected areas except under
specific authorization. In botthe park and the conservancirapline holders can use snowmobiles, and
some guideoutfitters have permission to use snowmobiles related to their operations (e.g., maintenance
and collection of firewood in the winter).
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O Climate Variati on

Climate change has been identified as a significant stressor that may affect values and activities in
protected areas in a variety of ways. The future of protected areas management will be in maintaining
functioning ecosystems and facilitating the movement of species within and across boundaries.

Predicted climate change from the baseline historical period (1961 to 1990) to the 2050s
Northern Boreal Mountain E€ovince?includes the following:

I anincrease in annual mean temperature of approximat&lp °G
9 asignificant decreasi precipitation asnow annually(-13%);

1 an annual increase in precipitatioh36) with a general warming trend addingOtdays of
frost-free days annually;

1 increasingly mild winters, longer droughts, and land disturbance, are projected to increase the
spread of insects and invasive pldfitand,

1 with earlier snowmelt and warmer summers, there is projected to be a longer fire season with
severe fires across more of the landsc¥pe

How these changes will impact the park, or the conservancy is not well understood; however, it is likely
they will affect the hydrology of the area. It is suggested thaainsition to rainfall dominant watersheds
combined with potential loss of snow melt dominant watersheds and longer dry seasons within the region
could mean late spring and/or summer flows may decrease causing water storage issues. For example,
within the park and conservancy this could mean shorelines of the Kettle Lakes could coatimosvt
resulting in a loss of recreational usability and increased risk of wildfire.

Future planning for infrastructure arrécreation opportunities will need to take into consideration water
levels for the area, specifically for recreation uses, wildfire potential and fish habitat. Planning should
further include public education component for protected area users on bestipeacaround the spread

of invasive plants and insects. Considerations should be taken regarding existing cultural sites, current and
future facilities development, archaeological features, structures, and importattiral sites in and
around the lakes and wetland areas.

B Climate trend information for the Northern Boreal Mountains Ecoprovince was generated using the Plan2Adapt tool of the
Pacific Climate Impacts Consortiumttps://services.pacificclimate.org/plan2adapt/app/

Y Frostfree days is a derived variable referring to the number of days that the minimum daily temperature stayed above
0°C, useful for determining the suitability of growing certain crops in each area.

5 From the report: The Greater Muskwhdgechika: Building a Better Network for Protecting Wildlife and Wildlands. Report
can be found here:
https://www.wcscanada.org/DesktopModules/Bring2mind/DMX/Download.aspx?Entryld=36766&Portalld=96&DownloadMet
hod=attachment
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4. 0 Management Direction
4.1 Management Objectives and Strategies

Expectations from the DSRMP were incorporated into this management plan. This included direction to
honour preexisting rights and tenureand integratel commercial and public recreational activities, with
a high emphasis on ecological integrity.

Management strategies fdeey issues ithe park and conservandyave been identified, based on First
Nation land use plans, collaboration with Kaska Dandpublic input As it is difficult to plan for all
future outdoor recreation possibilities, the precautionary principle will be applied where potential risk
to natural, cultural heritage and outdoor recreation values exists.

4.1.1 Ecosystems and Naturdhlues

Protection of natural or ecological values are a high priority due to:

9 the high diversity of species and important habitats in this area

9 ecological values that are not yet known, due to incomplete inventpries

1 the important role that this park and conservancy play in ecological connectivity on the
landscape

1 the strong connection between ecological values and the vitality of Kaska gulture
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1 both park and conservancy haiarl Bottom lakes at risk for rapid shift to eutrophic conditions
because of lake siltation and more recently observed record low water lentblis Boya Lake
(specifically important as it is a major draw to the area)

=A =4 =4 -4 =9

impacts of climate change that can affect vegetation patterns

insect outbreaks and forest stand age patterns

potential for overgrazing by domestic livestock (horses)

invasivespeciegotentially spread by recreational activities and grazing

protection of key speciescluding loons (Commo8p., and Pacific Syn)the park who are at

risk with ongoing motorized motorboat use and aircraft accassl,
1 the need for mgoing monitoring and protection amportant wildlife habitats.

Management Objective
Increaseknowledge othe parkand
02 y & S NEbsys@e@saad
ecosystem components (plants,
animals, etc.) using all sources of
knowledge

Protectionand monitoringof the park
and conservarie (dtural and
ecological values

Prevent the spread of invasive flora
and fauna

Management Strategy

f

SQupport researctprogramsto ensure appropriate anc
up-to-date ecological and species information is
available.

Encouragespecies inventory on those areas that ha
speciesat-risk occurrences or unusual species
diversity, or that may be particularly sensitive to
climate change.

Encourage the use of existing citizen science progr
(e.g., iNaturalist) to enable visitors and volunteers t
assist with monitoringind research.

Dane Nan ¥dnh network (Land Guardians) and BC
Parks to collaboratively undertake monitoring
compliance, and enforcement activities in the park
and conservancy.

Monitor the impact of recreational uses, aircraft,
boat, and othemactivities(e.g., grazing) oRed and
Bluelisted specieqsee Appendix ETable E2 for Red
and Bluelisted animal, and plant species).

Horses/mules must be fed weed/invasive species fr
feed for 72 hours before entering the paok
conservancyonly weed/invasive species free feed o
concentrated weed/invasive species free pellets cal
be packed inandwinter feed will be free of
weed/invasive species.

Provideinvasive species messaging to users. E.g.,
éClean Drain D&}y RlaydClean Gaboot brush
kiosks) Informationshould beprovided about not
transportingand usindirewood from other locations.
Take proactive measures to inventorganageand
monitor invasive flora and fauna species. For plant

20



species, utilize treatment methods (mechanical,
chemical, or biological) that have the highest rates «
success while limiting external impacts on native
speciesandhabitats

Ensure healthy and thriving wildlife 1 Do not allondomesticcamelids sheep andgoats
populations within the park or conservanctp reduce the
possibility of disease transmission to wildlife.

1  Work with other agencies to eordinate wildlife
management within and adjacent to thgark and
conservancyo protect populations and habitats,
specifically for specieat-risk including Caribou and
Grizzly Bear populations.

1 Ensure Bear Aware education is visible within the
campground area and bear management strategies
are employed to prevent bears from habituating to
human presence.

Seek to ensure the coexistence of 1 Applyan ecosystenrbased management approatt
healthy, fully functioning ecosystems managing human activitie¥he intention behind this
and human communities approach is to maintain those spatial and temporal

characteristics of ecosystems such that component
species and ecological processes can be sustained
and human welbeing supported and improved.
Expand the protected area complex T Recommendhe addition of thesixprivate parcds
where opportunities exist (north of the park) to the park or conservan@i5
625435, 015625486, 015626-091, 015732-037,
015-732-045, 015732-053)

T Recommend that Crown parcdd. 6969 and DL6868
be added to the parkr conservancyThese lands are
locatedadjacent tothe private northern parcelsnd
the existing park.

16 Definition from the Coast Information Team was an independent body that provided resource information and analysis to
the North Coast Land and Resource Management Plan Table.
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4.1.2 Cultural Heritage Values

A key management intent for these protected areas is to protect cultural and heritage resources and
maintain cultural sites that have special significance to the Kaska Die@&aska Dena have a rich history

in both the park and conservancy associated with traditional uses, including hunting, gathering and
social/ceremonial assemblies.

Management Objective Management Strategy
To honour and protect the traditional 1 Workwith local Kaska Derta identify, protect and
use and cultural heritage values of th maintain cultural heritage sites and features.

park and conservancy by First Natior Protective measures may include but are not limitec

to (as necessa)y site maintenance, marking areas
off-limits, directing use away from sites, and/or publ
information initiatives.

1 Support Kaska Dena Archaeological Standards,
Archaeological Overview Assessments, Preliminary
Field Reconnaissance, Archaeological Impact
Assessments, and other detailed s#tpecific
archaeological research that contributes to historice
and ethnographic kowledge; and inventories of
Kaska Dena harvesting and gathering areas and
resources.

4.1.3 Access

With most of the area being without roads, access management is a key AAstEss management is
critical to the protection of natural and cultural heritage, recreation experience, cultural and wilderness
values. Inappropriate levels or modes of access can affect fish and wildlife populations, assist the
introduction of invasive/&otic plants and animals, damage special cultural and geological features, and
degrade the wilderness experience. The careful management of access can maintain these values while
still providing outdoor recreation use of the protected areas.

Management Objective Management Strategy

Maintainingthe wilderness 9 Public boat launches and docks will be restricted to t
experienceand valuesas a priority Intensive Recreation Zone alod the existing

for both the park and conservancy infrastructurealready in placeUndertake investigation

of the current boat launch on Boya Lake to determine
appropriate use into the future.

1 Motorboat use will be managed to ensure that impac
on wildlife, cultural heritage and recreational
experiences are minimal.

1 If larger boatuse of the lakeontinues to be a problem
recommend that the Federal government implement
regulatoryrestriction of 9.9Hp motorson Boya Lake.

22



Subiject to economic, safety and
ecological constraintsrable
continuedmotor vehicleuse of the
unmaintained roads that do not lear
into the campground

Monitor flight traffic on Boya Lake

Off road vehiclaise(4x4, motorcycles, ATVisonly
allowedby the publidn the Intensive Recreation Zone
Motorized offroad vehicle access in other asa the
park or conservancy may be allowtdt specific
authorized purposesAll ATVs are subject tine Off
Road Vehicle regulations.

Motor vehicleuse is limited tdhe establishedorimary
roads inside the.JI Nlpt€bsive Recreation Zone and
areonly allowed if licensed

No roads should be built the conservancyand the
construction of new roads is prohibited within tipark.
New trail development is nogeneially supported in the
protected areas, but specific proposaigl be
considered by Kaska Dena and BC Parks in the cont
of maintaining cultural and natural valuesny
supported trail development woulble consistent with
the I NJBZorihgintent.

Within the park mountain bikes are allowed to be use
ontil KS NRdziSa f I orfdd€. Bduntdind
biking is not an appropriate use in the conservancy.
Showmobile use is not allowelly the public in any are:
of the park or conservancgnowmobile access may b
allowed for specific authorized purposes through a
permit (e.g., trapping) In the conservancy the area
where use may be authorizesd below treeline
(Appendix E, Figure E1).

Work with Kaska Dena, trapline holders and guide
outfitters to minimize the impacts of continued limitec
snowmobile access on natural, outdoor recreation ar
cultural values.

BC Parks witinly maintain the roadhat leads to the
campground and day use area. BC Parks will not
maintain the other roads in the park.

BC Parks will monitor the condition of théher
unmaintainedroads over time, and if deemed unsafe,
will post signage advising the public not to tisem.
Explore options with other agencies for a letegm
solution forthe access road to IR3

Work withthe currentcommercial floatplane operators
to minimizedisturbing/harassing wildlife anid support
the maintenanceof a feeling of solitude for visitors.
Considerations should be given to timing, number, ar
locations of flights.

Any new ommercialaircraftcharter permit
applicationsfor Boya Laksvill be seasonally restricted.
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Landings and take offs will only be permittetien the
campground is closed.

Monitor flight traffic on Boya Lake anidrequired,BC
Parkswill recommendappropriate flight restrictions
under Section 27 of théark, Conservancy and
Recreation Area Regulatiankhis could include
seasonal restrictions or complete prohibition unless
authorizedby a park use permit or a Park Officer.

4.14 Outdoor Recreation Opportunities and Facilities

Management Objectives

Provide for a range of higluality
frontcountry recreational activities
and camping experiences withihe
park consistentwith the natural
setting

Manage visitor usen the parkto an
acceptable level of capacity

Manage backcountry camping to be
consistent with the wilderness
setting

Management Strategies

1

Encourage the use of canoes, kayaks, and paddlebo
on Boya Lake as nanotorized recreation
opportunities.

Monitor campground use through satisfaction survey
comments, and user trends to determine future
frontcountry camping needs.

Commercial or competitive sporting events and aeria
sports, such as but not limited to hawgdding and
parapenting, are inappropriate and are not allowed.
Continue to implement visitor management systems
maintain acceptable capacity (e.g., campsite
reservation).

t NEGARS YSaalr3aiay3a (2
Ay LI O1 2dziié LINARYyORA LI
they should camp in established camping areas.

U O

4.15 Natural Resource Development and Use

Management Objectives
Continue to work with the Kaska
Dena to ensurghe harvest of non
timber forest products (including
mushroom harvestjs done in a
sustainable manner

Management Strategies

1

Commercial harvesting for mushrooms is not allowec
the park.lIt is allowable in the conservancy with a
permit.

Developmessaging othe harvest of nortimber forest
products (including mushroom harvestjthin the
protected areasOnce developed, work collaboratively
with Kaska Dena to implement and to ensure consist
messaging and direction on both sustenance and
commercial harvest.

Jecific proposals for permit® commercially harvest
non-timber forest productswill be considered by Kask
Dena and BC Parks in the context of maintaining
cultural and natural values. To guide conditions for
commercial permit approvals, consider method and
scale of harvest (quantity over area), location (to gau
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Manage grazing to be sustainable

Administrative clean up of
Designated Placer Areas

4.16 Climate Variability and Change

Management Objectives

Monitor the progression of climate
change using all available
information and knowledge

Utilize adaptative management and
implement precautionary measures
to mitigate the effects of climate
change

Encourage commercial operators (i
renewal and for new operators) to
find alternative power sourcesith
the intention to reduce fossil fuel
consumption

1

T

T

degree of compatibility with traditional or recreational
users), and level of benefit to local economy.
Continue to verk with the Ministry responsible for
authorizing grazing and monitoring rangeland
stewardshipwithin the park and conservancy.

Work with the Ministry responsible for mining to
remove the legacyesignated placer areas from the
conservancy and park boundary (see Section 1.7).

Management Strategies

Develop key indicators and record observations on tF
status and trends of key environmental, cultural, soci
and economic variables that may be influenced by
climate change.

Support climate change researchers who are interes:
in progressing the current state of knowledge on the
impacts of climate change in both protected areas.
Apply adaptive management practices to ensure
management objectives are being met over time.

Encourag commercial operatorge.g., guide outfitters
and other commercial users) tovest in technology to
reducecarbonfootprint (e.g., diesel generators
replaced by alternative sources such as solar panel)
where possible.
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4.2 Zoning Plan

This plan includes zoning to help support implementation of the goals and management objectives of the
park and conservancy.

nd®HPdPm ¢n [/ KQAtn tIFIN)] %2YyAy3d

Intensive Recreation Zone

Objective:To provide for a variety of readily accessible, faeditgnted outdoor recreation
opportunities.

Zone DescriptionThis zone covers 67 hectares of the park and includes the campground and day use
facilities. The zone also includ€4)the park road that leads to the campgrouid2) a road that glits

from the campground access road and goes south providing access to a private property and a Kaska Dena
cultural camp and (3) a roath the northern part of the park antthat is accessed off Hwy 37.

Management GuidelinesOriented towards maintaining a higjuality recreation experience. Intensive
management of resourceand/or control of visitor activities. Operational facilitiesll be designed for
efficient operation while remaining unobtrusive to the park visitor.

Use level:Seasonal with majority of visits in the summer months.
Means of AccessMotorized and normotorized access

Zone facilities:Developed for user convenience. Trails, drineand walkin campsites, facilities for day
use (e.g.picnic shelter and playground) and boat access (e.g.,sd@skpg.

Nature Recreation Zone

Objective: To protect scenic values and to provide for backcountry recreation opportunities in a largely
undisturbed natural environment.

Zone descriptionThis zone cove®,530 hectares and includedl of the park areautside of the
Intensive Recreation Zone.

Management GuidelinesOriented to maintaining a natural environment and a higlality recreation
experience. Designation of access methods and limits on use may be necessary to avoid potential conflicts
or minimize impacts (e.qg., horse trails, aircraft landing, etc.).

Use levelLimited, with higher visitation in the summer months.

Means of Accessrimarily nommotorized.Motorized access is limited to aircraft and motorized I®at
Commercial mcraft accesss only allowedo designated dropff and pickup points. Snowmobilend
ATVacces®nly allowed forauthorizedpermit holders for specific purposes outlined in their permits.

7 The road that leads to the campground is the only designated and maintained park road.

26



Zone facilitiesMinimal facility development for safety and protection of the environment. No facilities at
access points.
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Cultural Zone

Objective:To protect the scenigultural,l Y R A LA NA GdzZt € @I fdzSa 2F GKS bSQnk
for Kaska Deneultural tourism opportunities, to provide potential backcountry recreatmpportunities
in a largely undisturbed, natural environmeand to conserve wildlife and wildlife habitae€é Figure 4).

Management GuidelineSQriented to protect cultural values, enable cultural activitisd to maintain a
natural environment and highuality visitor experience. Commercial tourism practices and guidelines will
be approved by both governments. Visitor access may be restricted to protect cultural values, maintain
the recreation experiencand or, to limit impacts. Permanent infrastructure only allowedlow treeline,

in the BWBS zones (see Appendix E, Figure E1).

Description:This zone covers the entire conservancy.

Use levelThe use level for this zone is to be moderate to low. Use may be controlled if required to protect
cultural valus.

Means of AccessMotorized access is limited to aircraft and motorized Bo@ommercial ecraft access
is only allowedo designated drogoff and pickup points. Snowmobiland AT\accessnly allowed for
authorized permit holders for specific purposes outlined in their permit®ther access will be nen
mechanized (canoe, horse, foot) only.

Zone facilities: Facilitiesmay be minimally developed for user convenience, such as trails,-walk
campsites and small shelters.
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BC Parks is committed to strengthening our relationship with Indigenous Peoples, by nurturing our
common interests in stewardship, management and appreciation of the many values maintained and
revered withinprotected areas.Working with Indigenous people is an integral part of land management.
Implementationof the management plan offers BC Parks and Kaska Dena an opportunity to continue to
collaborate and protect the parks values. Both BC Parks and Kaska Dena plan to engage with one another
in ways thatacknowledge and address our shared commitment to reconciliation and manage this area
consistent with the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

¢CKA& YIyFr3aSYSyid LXty LINPOARSAE GKS 3JIdzARFYyOS T2NJ
Conservancy. The management plan forms the basis from which BC Parks and other agencies can set
priorities to meet management objectives.

Yrall 58Syl yR ./ tFN]l&a egAtt ¢2N] (G23SGKSNI G2 LN
Conservancy. Priority strategies will be assessed for available resourcing, cost, feasibility, workloads, and
overall benefit to both the park and consengy objectives and evaluated for priority in relation to the

overall protected areas system. BC Parks and the Kaska Dena will seek-gpegiit funding and

resources to implement priority strategies to support the shared values outlined in the managptae.

Many of the strategies presented within this management plan are not funded as part of core BC Parks or

core Kaska Dena activities; therefore, jointly seeking funds from available sources may be required.

BC Parks and Kaska Dena will ensure that public interest groups, individuals and stakeholders are
consulted where appropriate in the implementation of the management strategies. Any required changes
in use, as well as incorporating new information in depetent of alternate zoning, will be implemented

over reasonable timeframes and with full consultation with affected interests. Thevditme to minimize
impacts on users and explore options with stakeholders. A cooperative model will be the preferred
approach where possible if there are changes to the strategies in the future.

In addition to any park specific policies highlighted in the management plan, there are numerous other
provincial/regional policies and guidelines which will be considered during management plan
AYLX SYSYy Gl A2y ®d ¢KAAa AyOfdzZRSa AGSYa adzOK a ./ t1I|
the BC Parks Impact Assessment Policy.

5.1 High Priority Strategies

The following strategies have been identified as high priorities for implementation:

f Dane Nan ¥dnh network (Land Guardians) and BC Parks to collaboratively undertake
monitoring, compliance, and enforcement activities in the park and conservancy.

1 Encourage the use of existing citizen science programs (e.g., iNaturalist) to enable visitors and
volunteers to assist with monitoring and research.

1 Work with other agencies to eordinate wildlife management within and adjacent to the park
and conservancy to protect populations and habitats, specifically for spatisk including
Caribou and Grizzly Bear populations.
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1 Develop messaging on the harvest of Aanber forest products (including mushroom harvest)
within the protected areas. Once developed, work collaboratively with Kaska Dena to
implement and to ensure consistent messaging and direction on both sustenadce an
commercial harvest.

1 Monitor flight traffic on Boya Lake and if required, BC Parks will recommend appropriate flight
restrictions under Section 27 of the Park, Conservancy and Recreation Area Regulations. This
could include seasonal restrictions or complete prohibition unéegkorized by a park use
permit or a Park Officer.

5.2Plan assessment

¢2 SyadaNB (KFG GKS YIyFraSYSyid RANBOGAZ2Y F2NJ ¢n [/ K
effective, BC Parks staff will ensure that the management plan is assessed by BC Parks staff and Kaska
Dena on a regular basis (i.e., every 5 yeadwihor administrative updates mape identified and

completed at any time (e.g., correct spelling errors, update protected area details where needed, etc.),

and will bedocumented according to BC Parks guidelines.

If an internal assessment reveals that the management plan requires updating or substantial new
management direction is needed, a formal review by BC Parks and Kaska Dena may be initiated to
determine whether the plan requires an amendment or if a new jdanrequired.

The management plan amendment process or development of a new plan indadgsportunity for
public input.
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6. Oppendi ces
Appendix A. Appropriate Uses Table

The following table summarizes existing and potential futureusésin / KQAfn tFN)] YR bSQ
that are and are not appropriate in each zofdis is not intended to be an exhaustive list of all uses that
may be considered in this protected area in the future.

Please note that appropriate uses may be geographically restricted (i.e., only allowed in certain areas of
¢tn [/ KQAfn tIF NY I)grRare bnfy &prépfate/arcgitaibtiisloffi@ §ear. Please ensure
that you are well informed of any use restrictions as indicated in the table. It is important to review
relevant sections of the management plan when interpreting the table.

Summary of
Allowable Land T/ KQAEn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y aj]
and Resource Useg
Intensive Nature
. . : . Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
Natural Heritage
. Nonchemical
Nonchemical methods. Spot
Forest methods. Spot a Iicationz
Insect/Disease Y Y applications. Review Y PPl '
Review on a
Control on a caseby-case
. caseby-case
basis. .
basis.
Habitat Restoration
(aquatic and Y Y Y
terrestrial)
Research
Indigenous and Y Y Y
Scientific
If commercial,
Kaska Cultural If commercial, subject .
. Y Y . Y subject to
Tourism to permitting e
permitting.
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Summary of

Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a&j]
and Resource Uses
Intensive Nature
. . ) , Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
Administrative
Buildings and Y N N
Compounds
Restrictions may be
. implementedon Boya
Aircraft take )
. N/A Y Lake See Section 2-5 Y
off/landing
Access Management
for more information.
Commercial
. Subject to
CabinsHuts,and N N Y ernJ\ittin
Shelters- New P g
IndigenousOwned
structures (non N Y Y
commercial)
recommended ACCESsS
Boating
(Motorized) N/A Y See Section 2.6 Y Management
Access Management Tor more.
for more information information.
Boating (Non
motorizedor N/A Y Y
Electrica)
Unmaintained
boat access to
. the Dease River
Public Boat Launch v N v exists. No new
and Docks dock or boat
launch
infrastructure is
appropriate.
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Summary of
Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a&j]
and Resource Use;
Intensive Nature
- - ) . Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
C
ampgrounds v N N
(vehicle accessed)
Camping; N/A Y Y
Backcountry
Commercial Subiect to
Recreation (facility N Y Subject to permitting. Y J. .
permitting.
based)
Exotic Animal Use N N N
Fish Stocking N N N
Fishing N/A Y Y
Helrhikingassisted
skiing/assisted
mountalr? biking/ N N N
pack rafting (drop
off for recreational
activities)
Helicat-skiing
(commercial N N N
operator)
Self
Skiing (non Self propelled/not
. 9 ( Y Y prop Y propelled/not
assisted) groomed
groomed
Hiking/Backpacking
: Y Y Y
/Walking
Refer to
_ Refer to theHunting the Hunting and
Hunting N Y and Trapping Y Trapping
Regulations Regulations
Synopsigor
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Summary of

Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a&j]
and Resource Use:
Intensive Nature
. . . , Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
Synopsidor further further
information. information.
Interpretation and
P ) . Y Y Y
Information Signs
Mechanized Off
road Access (hen v v Only on existing N
motorized¢i.e., secondaryroads.
mountain biking)
Intensive Recreation
zone:Vehicle must be Not considered
licensed; ATVs are an a_lp_probprla_lte
subject to Off Road activity butis
. . allowed as per
Motorized Offroad Vehicle (ORV) Section 4.1.3 fol
Access (i.e., 4x4, regulations.Nature specific
motorcycles, ATVs N Recreation Zone: No N authorized
not including Y considered an purposes
snowmobiles, appropriate activity through a park
snowecats) but is allowed as per use permit.
Section 4.1.3 for ATVs are
- — Subject to ORV,
specific authorized regulations.
purposes through a
park use permit
. Take measures,
Pack Animal Use .
« I Take measures to to avoid
;dnznhEZ§é;nsnTS)’ N Y aVOi.d invaSiV.e SpeCie Y invasive Species
y introduction. introduction.
Picnic Areas
e Y N N/A
(vehicle accessed)
Not considered an Not considered
Snowmobiling N N N

appropriate activity
but is allowed as per

an appropriate
activity but is
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Summary of

Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a]
and Resource Usey
Intensive Nature
. . . . Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
Section 4.1.3 for allowed as per
specific authorized Section 4.1.4 for
purposes. specific
authorized
purposes.
Snowmobiles
must stay below
treeline
(~1100m) See
section 4.14
and Appendix E
Figure E1.
Newtrails may
be minimally
New trail developed
developmentmay be Specific
appropriatebut proposals will
. specific proposals will be considered
New Trall Y Y be considered by Y by Kaska Dena
construction :
Kaska Dena and BC and BC Parks in
Parks in the context of the.cor?tejxt of
maintaining cultural maintaining
and natural values. cultural and
natural values.
V\(lldl!fe/Nature v v v
Viewing
Visitor Information v N N

Buildings

Development and Use of Natural Resources
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Summary of

Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a&j]
and Resource Usey
Intensive Nature
. . . . Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
Subject to permitting.
Restricted to the .
. - . . Subject to
Angling Guiding N Y Dease River corridor, Y ermittin
Not appropriateon P g
Boya Lake.
Gathering of
botanical / non
timber forest
roducts for Subject to
P . N N Y J. .
commercial permitting
purposes (including
mushroom
picking).
Guide Ouitfitting
hunting)and . " Subject to
( 9 . N Y Subject to permitting. Y J_ ,
Transporting (e.g. permitting
Packing)
Subject to permitting.
: Onlyappropriateif .
Commercial y pp- P . Subject to
i Y Y compatible with Y L
Filming permitting.
protected area
objectives.
Communication N N v Subject to
Sites& Towers permitting.
Commercial use is When
subject to permitting. associated with
_ _ Recreational grazing a guide outfitter
livestock) etc.)isallowedin the section 4.1.1 for
Nature Recreatlgn more
ZoneNot allowed in information.
Intensive Recreation
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Summary of
Allowable Land T/ KQAkKn t I NJ bSQnKQ / 2y a&j]
and Resource Usey
Intensive Nature
. . . . Cultural
Activity/Facility Recreation | Recreatio Comments Zone Comments
Zone Zone
zone due to safety
concerns.
Commercial . " Subject to
: Y Y Subject to permitting Y J. .
Trapping permitting
The construction of
new roads is N
Roads Y N prohibited within the
park.
New Motorized
: ) N N N

Trail Construction

. T Notification
Wildlife Inventory Notification should be

. . . should be
with Helicopter Y Y provided to Kaska Y provided to
Floatplane Dena.

P Kaska Dena.

Appropriate Use Table Legend

N Not an The use is not appropriate in the indicated zone. If the use currently exists but the
appropriate use | management planning process has determined that the use is no longer appropriate
or part of the protected area, the management plan will include strategies foingritie
activity (e.g., phasing out, closing).
Y May be an Some level or extent of this use may be appropriate in the zone indicated. The
appropriate use | management plan may provide guidance on the appropriate level of use and may ad
specific restrictions or planned enhancements (e.g. capacity, designated areas for a
activity, party size, time of year, etc.).
For new or expanded uses, this symbol indicates that themegbe considereébr
further evaluation. The appropriateness of some activities may not be confirmed unti
further assessment (e.g., BC Parks Impact Assessment Process) or evaluation proct
(e.g., park use permit adjudication) is completed.
N/A | Not an applicable| It is not feasible for the use to take place in this zone (e.g., mooring buoys in a terreg

use in this zone

zone).
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Appendix B. Kaska Traditional Place and Wildlife Names

English Name Kaska Name

Dease Lake Tine

Good Hope Lake Kidizah

Lower Post 5QF St & dzQ
Watson lake ¢SiQS3sSt dAas

Deadwood Lake
Looncry Lake
Red River
TurnagairRiver
Major Hart River
DeaseRiver
Liard

Mcdame

Atse

Woodland caribou
Moose

Thinhorn sheep
Mountain goats

Ah' dini su'eh
Tuezeh sah gheh
Sihi

Gah Cho
Tsihe Tu

Tu cho
Tahghah' Tueh
Duna Za

Dena Tunna
whndzo

kadn

dSbT
t stn
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Appendix C. Management Direction for Protected Areas from the Dease -
Liard Sustainable Resource Management Plan 2012

2.2 Protected Areas

The majestic northern boreal forest regions of interior British Columbia and the Yukon have some of
GKS O2yliAaySyiQa Yz2al SELIYaAdS yR AYLINBaaiAodsS s
and aquatic ecosystems. Extensive mountain rangesvalttirivers frame pristine boreal forest

g GSNAKSRa® [FNHS FTNBS NIy3IAy3d LRLMZEFGA2ya 2F &
a full suite of large carnivores, and hundreds of thousands of migratingrogical songbirds and

waterfowl make tleir home in these diverse boreal landscapes. Only a few roads cross this region,

one of the wildest landscapes on the North American continent.

The Kaska Dena view their entire traditional territory as important and believe that shared decision
making is required throughout. In order to maintain the Kaska way of life, there are large
concentrations of areas of Kaska cultural and sacred valuds wildlife diversity and abundance,

and of current and historical importance that they feel need to be protected. These areas are different
from Kaska ldentified Watersheds (see Table 1) in which major watersheds include lower order
watersheds where highoacentrations of Kaska values are located. It is a difference in scale wherein
landscapes need to be maintained across several major watersheds.

The first phase of the Deatéard SRMP (2004) was primarily concerned with the management of
forestry activities; it did not deal with the establishment of protected areas. However, it did legally
establish the Horganch Zone to conserve cultural and historical values by not allowing timber
harvesting within the zone.

Subsequent discussions with the Kaska Dena and stakeholders during the second phase of the SRMP
KFEgS SR G2 | NBO2 ¥-HéseRich Raggg/Dehdvbidd Haked' dini Suzin K Q

FNBF o6bSQnKQUO G2 06S LINRGSOGSR® h¥ y20S Aa GKI
promoted protection of the Horseranch Range.

,,,,,,

HOPHDOM bSQNKQ t NBGSOGSR ! NBI

¢KS Ylall KIF@S xRd&sgrankhfRarféiDeddiddd Laie/ D ndikiQu'en Jarea
6bSQNKQUL & | LINA2NARGE FNBF FT2NILINRGSOGA2Yy® LG .
Horseranch Range, Horseranch Lake, Deadwooddla¥ dini su'eh], and Looncry Lak¢Tuezeh

sah gheh]. It is considered a place worth protecting for future generations of Kaska, where the
protection and cananagement of all values is of high priority to them. This area is seen as a core

area that providedinkages to other areas in the traditional territory via adjacent Kaska Identified
Watersheds or Large River Corridors. It has been and continues to be a very important place for the
Kaska Dena.

bSQnKQ A& Fy WAatlIYyRQ Y2dzylilAy NIy3aS ySadaftSR oS
northern British Columbia. It is an area of great cultural and spiritual value to the Kaska Dena. The
area is comprised of higialue habitat for caribou, A& S>> { G2y SQa aKSSLIE Y2dzy
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groundhogs and small furbearers. The Deadwood tpRé' dini su'eh] portion of the area overlaps

the western third of the Lower Kechika watershed. Similar to the Horseranch Range, the Deadwood
Lakeg [Ah' dini su'eh] portion is important to the Kasdait contains higivalue habitat for wildlife.
Protection of this part of the Lower Kechika watershed also enhances the linkage to the adjacent
MuskwaKechika Management Area.

Since the Kaska Dena were neither involved in the Regional Protected Areas Strategy nor in the
designation of Boya Lake[Tn O K Q]Pakkf they are looking at their current involvement as a first
step in collaboratively designating and making shared decisions for these areas. Their management
321t a ¥F2N UK SLiak SiRtaifable Reddice BMénkagerBent Plan 15

M® { SOdzNAGE& FT2NJ GKS bSQnKQ 20SNJ GAYS GKNRdIzAK |
2. Collaborative management of the area through management agreements;

3. Maintaining the ecosystem integrity of the area by applying a light footprint of human activities
and focusing on conservation. This will leave large areas of undisturbed ecosystems influenced only
by natural disturbance regimes.

A protected area management plan may further define management objectives for this area, as well
as define acceptable uses and levels of use, zoning and other strategies to minimize conflicts and help
to ensure the integrity of the protected area valudsislto be developed collaboratively with
stakeholders, First Nations, the public, and government agencies.

Activities within the protected area will be managed with the intent to avoid impacts on wildlife and
fish habitat, and on First Nations cultural values and uses. Commercial logging and mineral
exploration and development are not permissible within thetemied area, nor is hydroelectric
development (other than for smadtale initiatives designed to supply power to approved uses within

the protected area such as cabins or lodges, or nearby communities that do not otherwise have access
to hydroelectric paver). Existing tenures including licenses and leases that are eligible to continue
under thePark Acwill be allowed to continue and be converted into park use permits for the newly
established protected area, where consistent with the management direction. Air access will continue
to be allowed into and within the protected area, but there will be neligpment of new roads in

the protected area.

Trapping, guide outfitting and commercial recreation are acceptable activities within the protected
area, as are hunting, fishing and noommercial recreation. Further specific direction for these
activities may be provided in the protected area managernpéan.

There are currently no plans by government to implement limited entry hunting or change any
regulations related to hunting. If this were to change in the future, all established consultation
channels would be followed before any changes would be implechente
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2.2.2 Goal 2 Areas

As part of the Protected Areas Strategy, the Blue Rif/Bn Detlse Tue] Warm Springs and Léard
[Tahghah' Tueh] Eskers were identified as Goal 2 areas. While not formally protected in this land use
plan, they have key ecological and cultural values that will require further consideration through
implementation. Within the first year after plan approval, a process will be established that engages
interested parties (i.e. FLNRO, Kaska, CPAWS, AMEBC) to determine appropriate measures to
conserve key ecajecal and cultural values. Formal protection will not be considered.

2.8 Gu Cha Duga Zone

2.8.1 Resource Values

Gu Cha Duga meaifor the grandchildreain a Kaska Dena dialect. This name describes areas within the
Kaska traditional territory that have a large concentration and diversity of cultural sites, sacred areas and
wildlife, and are of current and historical importance to the Kaska Dena to nrathtir way of life.

¢tKS bS nK FNBF G2 0S LINRBGISOGSR Aa O2yaARSNBR |
extending north to the Yukon border east of the Dease River and south towards Rapid River, is the Gu Cha
Duga Zone (Map 8: Gu Cha Duga Zone). It is appradyn&70,000 hectares, which represents
approximately 16% of the Deakéard SRMP area, and 4% of the Kaska traditional territory.

This zone provides linkages and connectivity to other areas in Kaska traditional territory via the adjacent
Kaska Identified Watersheds and Large River Corridors. It also connects with the Meskika
Management Area to the east.

2.8.2 Management Direction for the Gu Cha Duga Zone

The primary goal for management within the Gu Cha Duga Zone is to maintain its cubilras,
ecosystem integrity and natural backcountry characteristics. It is also intended to provide opportunities
for tourism, commercial recreation, guide outfitting, mineral exploration and oil and gas exploration, so
long as these activities recognizadarespect the main purpose of the area. The Gu Cha Duga Zone is
further intended to emphasize and market Amaditional and innovative uses of the commercial forests
such as for carbon credits or biodiversity offsets.

A number of Kaska Dena interests and concerns for the Gu Cha Duga Zone, including access, maintenance
of traditional use areas, and resources important for sustenance activities, are addressed in other chapters
of the SRMP. In accordance with provincigldiation and policy, access roads are to be reclaimed after

the conclusion of industrial activities. Forestry regulations specify that road deactivation must occur
following the completion of harvesting activities. Finally, Kaska Dena cultural and seeesdwill be

avoided as specified by the Cultural Heritage Resources chapter in phase one of the SRMP.

The Kaska Dena see the Gu Cha Duga Zone as an important place which warrants, establishing it as a
distinct zone to provide direction for the values to be maintained. Over time, the Kaska are interested in
establishing a legal designation for wildlife mgt area, such as a Wildlife Management Area or a Land

'aS ho2SOGAPSE sA0GK akKkFNBR RSOA&AAZ2Y YIF1Ay3a 2y i
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1 Placing an emphasis on its remote and natural backcountry characteristics as well as a priority
for ecological and cultural conservation;

1 Emphasizing marketing the conservation and cultural values of the area while supporting
alternate uses of the commercial forest such as for carbon credits or biodiversity offsets;

9 Supporting preferred activities such as tourism, commercial recreation, guide outfitting and
mineral exploration that does not include permanent road access;

1 Allowing temporary road development and once industrial activities are completed, deactivating
and reclaiming roaded areas;

1 Avoiding Kaska cultural and sacred areas; and,

1 Maintaining the ecosystem integrity and cultural values of the area.

Plan Goal for the Gu Cha Duga Zone

To recognize and respect the areas that have a large concentration and diversity of cultural sites, sacred
areas and wildlife, and are of current and historical importance to the Kaska Dena to maintain their way

of life.
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Appendix D. Section 16 Lands Act UREP Map i Dease River
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