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Vision Statement 

Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area continues to 
support Uchucklesaht Tribe’s cultural heritage, highlighting their deep 
social and spiritual connection to the T’iitsk’in Paawats. This protected 
area continues to offer spiritual and physical nourishment for present 
and future generations. 
  
The protected area also contributes to the conservation of old growth 
forests, important western Vancouver Island forest ecosystems and 
habitat for many regionally significant species.  
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Government and BC Parks continue to work 
collaboratively for the protection and management of Thunderbird’s Nest 
(T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. This includes ensuring that any 
recreational facilities are developed in a manner to protect Thunderbird’s 
Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area’s significant cultural and 
ecological values.  
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Plan Highlights  

This management plan was developed over several years through the collaborative 
efforts of members of the Uchucklesaht Tribe/BC Parks Joint Committee2. Uchucklesaht 
Tribe Government and staff were important partners in the planning process, playing a 
role in information gathering and the development of management direction for the 
Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. 
 
The protected area was established as a result of obligations detailed in the Maa-nulth 
First Nations Final Agreement (the Final Agreement) to protect T’iitsk’in Paawats, a 
sacred and spiritual place for Uchucklesaht Tribe and the Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations.  
T’iitsk’in Paawats is a place name in the dialect of the Nuu-chah-nulth language 
(Nuučaan̓uɫ) which translates in English to “Thunderbird’s Nest.” T’iitsk’in Paawats is 
where the last remaining Thunderbird lives, a creature of tremendous importance to 
Uchucklesaht Tribe and Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations and their mythology.  
 
The overarching intention and goal of the Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) 
Protected Area for Uchucklesaht Tribe is the preservation of key cultural and ecological 
features for which the protected area was established. The purpose of the management 
plan is to allow for protection of the T’iitsk’in Paawats while managing for limited 
backcountry recreation and the development and utilization of Uchucklesaht Tribe 
Government’s commercial recreation opportunities.  
 
The protected area provides for the gathering rights of Maa-nulth First Nations as set 
out in Chapter 24 of the Final Agreement. The Uchucklesaht Tribe Thunderbird’s Nest 
(T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area Monumental Cedar and Cypress Harvest Agreement 
also provides for limited harvesting of monumental cedar and cypress3 within the 
protected area. Any potential harvesting of renewable resources for commercial 
purposes needs to be authorized by park use permit.  
 
 

                                                      
2 The committee was formed under the direction of the Management of Provincial Protected Areas Memorandum of 

Understanding between the Maa-nulth First Nations and the Ministry of Environment on December 9, 2006  
3 The Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area Order in Council (OIC) defines Monumental Cedar and 

Cypress as a Thuja plicata (western red cedar) or a Chamaecyparis nootkatensis (yellow cedar) that is at least 
(a) 250 years old; and  
(b) 100 centimetres diameter at 1.3 metres above germination point. 
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The management plan recommends strategies to protect cultural values, and to increase 
visitors’ understanding regarding the importance of these areas to First Nations, including 
supporting Uchucklesaht Tribe Government’s proposals for geographical name changes for 
locations significant to Uchucklesaht Tribe.   
 
This management plan provides direction that takes into consideration the potential 
effects of climate change on protected area values and highlights the opportunity to use 
the protected area to monitor naturally functioning ecosystems adapting to a changing 
climate. 
 
The management plan recognizes the significance of the adjacent Uchucklesaht Tribe 
lands and provides for collaboration for compatible land use planning of Uchucklesaht 
Tribe lands immediately adjacent to the protected area. Furthermore, the management 
plan reinforces commitments in the Final Agreement related to the implementation of 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Treaty Rights.  
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1  Management Plan Purpose  

The purpose of this management plan is to guide the management, use and protection 
of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. This management plan:  

• articulates the key features and values of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) 
Protected Area; 

• identifies appropriate types and levels of management activities;  

• determines appropriate levels of use and development;  

• establishes long-term vision and management objectives for Thunderbird’s Nest 
(T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area; and 

• responds to current and predicted threats and opportunities by defining a set of 
management strategies to achieve the management vision and objectives.  

 
This management plan is being developed by the Uchucklesaht Tribe/BC Parks Joint 
Committee, who provide recommendations to the Province and the First Nation on the 
planning and management of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. 
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe identifies the Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 
Management Plan as a means to protect a culturally, ecologically, and spiritually 
significant place, while achieving land use certainty for its people, and establishing 
recreational and commercial opportunities. Through the treaty process and Final 
Agreement, Uchucklesaht Tribe have established self-determination through self-
governance. Uchucklesaht Tribe Government’s treaty vision for the future continues to 
mirror that of their ancestors, and Uchucklesaht Tribe Government will continue to 
work hard to maintain that vision. Land use certainty is an important factor in 
Uchucklesaht Tribe members’ ability to survive and prosper within their traditional 
territory. The protection of the T’iitsk’in Paawats will secure the link to the past and 
provide guidance into the future.  
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1.2  Planning Area 

Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area was established as a result of 
obligations detailed in the Maa-nulth First Nations Final Agreement to protect T’iitsk’in 
Paawats, a sacred and spiritual place for the people of Uchucklesaht Tribe and the Nuu-
chah-nulth First Nations. T’iitsk’in Paawats is a place name in the dialect of the Nuu-
chah-nulth language (Nuučaan̓uɫ) which translates in English to “Thunderbird’s Nest”. 
The protected area was established by Order in Council No. 100/2011, which came into 
force on April 1, 2011, the same date as the Final Agreement.  

 
Geographic Setting   
 
The Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area is located on the western 
shore of Henderson Lake, upstream of Uchucklesit Inlet near the mouth of  Alberni Inlet, 
roughly 23 kilometres southwest of Port Alberni on Vancouver Island (Figure 1). The 
protected area is approximately 2,338 hectares in size including 2,163 hectares of land 
and 175 hectares of Henderson Lake foreshore4 (Figure 2). 
 

 
Henderson Lake and Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 

                                                      
4 The foreshore area extends 200 metres out from the shoreline into Henderson Lake.   
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Figure 1: Context Map for Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 
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Figure 2: Map of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 
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Significant Geographic Features   
 
The T’iitsk’in Paawats is comprised of five named mountains, a creek, bathing pools, and 
waterfalls. It is a natural place of old growth forests of western redcedar and Douglas-fir 
without any permanent structures. Archaeological and cultural sites are also present in 
the protected area. 
 

 
 

T’iitsk’in Paawats 
 

The five named mountains that comprise the T’iitsk’in Paawats: 

1. Tuutuuchpiika – ‘Thunder Mountain/Eldest Brother’  

2. Titskakuulth  – ‘Thunder Face Mountain’  

3. Uusajuu-is – ‘Ritual Bathing Mountain’  

4. Uu-aatsuu – ‘Second Eldest Brother Mountain’  

5. Kalthaatik – ‘Youngest Brother Mountain’  

 

Other significant sites: 

6. T’iit’iiskakis – ‘Thunder Creek’ in the valley 

7. T’iitskakis – ‘Thunderbird Beach’ 

 
  

7 
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Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area Significant Geological Features 
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Local Communities 
 
Port Alberni is the closest city to the protected area and is located approximately 23 
kilometres to the northeast (Figure 1). Port Alberni is a deep port city located within the 
Alberni Valley at the head of the Alberni Inlet, one of Vancouver Island’s longest inlets. Many 
members of Uchucklesaht Tribe live in and around the Port Alberni area. 
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Villages 
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe has two villages that are situated approximately 40 kilometres down 
the Alberni Inlet from Port Alberni in Barkley Sound and southeast of the protected area 
(Figure 3). The first village, Cowishulth, is immediately past the Uchucklesit Inlet on the 
west side of Barkley Sound and presently has no full time residents living there. The 
second village, Hilthatis or Ehlhateese5, is located at the head of Uchucklesit Inlet. A few 
members of Uchucklesaht Tribe continue to live full time in Ehlhateese.   
 

 
 

Village of Ehlhateese (present) 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
5 Uchucklesaht Tribe Government Website at http://www.uchucklesaht.ca/ 

http://www.uchucklesaht.ca/
http://www.uchucklesaht.ca/cms.asp?wpID=220&imgID=21&gtID=5&galmode=midsize
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Kildonan 
 
Kildonan is located southeast of the protected area on the north shore of Uchucklesit 
Inlet (Figure 3). In 1903, Alberni Packing Company built a fish cannery on this location. In 
1910, the Wallace Brothers bought the existing fish cannery and established Kildonan, 
British Columbia, named after their home in Kildonan, Scotland. The fish cannery and 
associated buildings stood on pilings next to the shore. During the peak pilchard fishery 
(small, edible, marine fish of the herring family also called sardine) in the 1920s and 
1930s, the population at Kildonan reached around 300 people. BC Packers bought the 
fish cannery in 1928 and built a new manager’s home in the 1940s. BC Packers shut 
down the fish cannery in 1960 and the cannery building and many of the surrounding 
buildings were torn or burnt down. All that remains of Kildonan today is a dock, a few 
old buildings, the privately owned Kildonan Lodge (the BC Packers Manager’s old house) 
and a floating post office. The passenger and freight vessel Francis Barkley delivers the 
mail to Kildonan on its regular schedule to Bamfield and Ucluelet6. 
 

 
Kildonan Cannery (1940) 

 

Kildonan Post Office (present) 
 
Other Protected Areas  
 
Several other protected areas are located in the surrounding area (Figure 1). Pacific Rim 
National Park Reserve’s Broken Group Islands is a group of small islands and islets 
located at the mouth of the Alberni Inlet in Barkley Sound. The Broken Group Islands 
offers small boat and camping opportunities. Other protected areas closer to Port 
Alberni include Sproat Lake Provincial Park (43 hectares), located 13 kilometres 
northwest of Port Alberni on the north shore of Sproat Lake. This park can be reached 
via Highway #4 and offers camping and day use facilities. Fossli Provincial Park (52 
hectares) is situated on the south side of Stirling Arm on the south shore of Sproat Lake 
providing hiking and day use lake activities.  
                                                      
6 Kildonan Cannery Lodge website at http://kildonancannerylodge.blogspot.ca/ 

http://kildonancannerylodge.blogspot.ca/
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPsYqu7t3OAhVNwGMKHaNACJwQjRwIBw&url=http://knowbc.com/limited/Books/Encyclopedia-of-BC/K/Kildonan&bvm=bv.130731782,d.cGc&psig=AFQjCNE1zQx2grjlwnNSxyq-lrjetEJZsg&ust=1472258979483025
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiPjJCB7t3OAhUUwGMKHTXIBvUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.agnew.biz/travel/2005_09_01_agnewdoghouse_archive.html&psig=AFQjCNHtaXrkyTEV1CdRWm1sPprjOhgFRQ&ust=1472258884167405
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Figure 3: Map of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area Surrounding Locations 

 
Access 
 
The remote Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area is accessible in 
several ways, generally by way of Port Alberni (see Figure 1). The access points are 
outlined below: 
 
• Port Alberni to Elbow Creek Boat Launch: travel approximately 55 kilometres on 

industrial forestry roads from Port Alberni to the eastern shore of Henderson Lake 
and Elbow Creek boat launch. Road conditions may vary depending on season and 
logging activities. From the boat launch, there is a 2-kilometre boat trip across the 
lake to T’iitskakis – Thunderbird Beach on Uchucklesaht Tribe land. The protected 
area can be accessed by hiking a rustic steep trail following T’iit’iiskakis – Thunder 
Creek. 
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• Port Alberni to the Uchucklesaht Village of Ehlhateese: travel approximately 65 
kilometres on industrial forestry roads from Port Alberni to the Village of Ehlhateese. 
Road conditions may vary depending on season and logging activities. From the 
village, there is a 1.5-kilometre boat trip across the Uchucklesit Inlet to Silverside. 
Access to the protected area and Tuutuuchpiika Plateau is possible by hiking or 
biking approximately 15 kilometres on Silver Main Road from Silver Main Landing. 
This provides access to Tuutuuchpiika Plateau. 

• Port Alberni to Silverside: depart from Port Alberni by boat and travel south down 
Alberni Inlet to Uchucklesaht Inlet. Silverside is located on the south side of 
Uchucklesaht Inlet near the head of the inlet (across the Uchucklesit Inlet from 
Village of Ehlhateese and Kildonan). Access to the protected area and Tuutuuchpiika 
Plateau is possible by hiking or biking approximately 15 kilometres on Silver Main 
Road from Silver Main Landing. This provides access to the upper level plateau of the 
protected area. 

 
Elbow Creek looking across Henderson Lake to T’iitskakis – Thunderbird Beach 
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1.3 Legislative Framework 

         Designation 
 
Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area was established on April 1, 2011 
by Order in Council No. 100/2011, under the Environment and Land Use Act. Order in 
Council No. 100/2011 directs that Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 
be managed as though the protected area was established as a conservancy established 
under the Park Act. 
 
1.4 Adjacent Land and Aquatic Use 
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Lands 
 
There are several parcels of Uchucklesaht Tribe land around Henderson Lake and 
adjacent to the protected area as well as Henderson Lodge at the north end of the lake 
(Figure 2). 
  
• T’iitskakis – Thunderbird Beach is located on the western shore of Henderson Lake 

and is surrounded by the protected area on three sides. The parcel includes 200 
metres of Henderson Lake foreshore.  

• T’kwis and Ma:ht’ay’is are located to the south of the protected area along the shore 
of Henderson Lake. This parcel includes 200 metres of Henderson Lake foreshore.  

• Houtchucklis Henderson Lake Park7 is located across Henderson Lake from the 
protected area and is included in a large parcel on Uchucklesaht Tribe Lands. This 
park protects a large stand of old growth Douglas-fir forest and several culturally 
significant sites.  

• Houtchucklis Hi ne ?is (End of Lake) Park and the Thunderbird House (formally 
Henderson Lodge) are located at the north end of Henderson Lake. The park is part 
of Uchucklesaht Tribe lands and protects a stand of old growth forest and several 
culturally significant sites. The Thunderbird House operates as a retreat for 
Uchucklesaht Tribe members and as a recreational rental property. The lodge was 
once a part of the Henderson Lake Fish Hatchery, which was operated by 
Uchucklesaht Tribe from 1993 to 1998 (Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO), 
1999). Historically, this location was the site of a federal government Sockeye 
Salmon hatchery operated from 1909 to 1935 (DFO, 1999). 

                                                      
7 Established by Uchucklesaht Tribe Government under UTS 39/2014 Uchucklesaht Tribe Park Act.  
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The Thunderbird House (formally Henderson Lodge) 

 
Adjacent Crown Land Tenures and Land Uses 
  
The remaining land adjacent to the protected area consists of forestry interests 
including Western Forest Products (WFP) Tree Farm Licence 44. WFP continues to 
harvest on these lands by conventional harvesting techniques as well as by helicopter 
harvesting using Henderson Lake for water drop off. Historically, logs were floated to 
Elbow Creek Beach where they were removed from the lake and loaded onto logging 
trucks. 
 
1.5 Management Commitments/Agreements 

A number of commitments pertaining to the management of Thunderbird’s Nest 
(T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area stem from the Maa-nulth First Nations Final 
Agreement, which was concluded under the British Columbia Treaty process in 2009 and 
came into effect on April 1, 2011.  
 
On December 9, 2006, the Maa-nulth First Nations and BC Parks signed the 
Management of Provincial Protected Areas Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). This 
MOU provides the framework for Maa-nulth First Nations and BC Parks to collaborate 
on the development of management plans for protected areas within Maa-nulth First 
Nations traditional territories. 
 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Government and BC Parks formed the Uchucklesaht Tribe/BC Parks 
Joint Committee in the fall of 2011, following the establishment of the Thunderbird’s 
Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area as the working group for the protected area 
management planning project. The committee has been working together since then on 
the planning and management of Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected 
Area.  

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https://static1.squarespace.com/static/56ce29c5b6aa604eadcaec29/t/5817acc3e6f2e10d0e656a78/1477946627951/&imgrefurl=http://www.westcoastedge.com/tours/&docid=KvAPLGimHSJRWM&tbnid=Z-DKdqD1Ircu1M:&vet=1&w=1000&h=563&hl=en&bih=858&biw=1680&q=henderson%20lake%20bc&ved=0ahUKEwi6173H_b_RAhWCsFQKHdp8BSQQMwg-KBcwFw&iact=mrc&uact=8
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The Final Agreement also describes Uchucklesaht Tribe’s rights to fishing, gathering, 
wildlife harvest, and migratory bird harvest in broader areas that include Thunderbird’s 
Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. In addition, the Final Agreement includes 
provisions for the harvest of monumental cedar and cypress trees in the Thunderbird’s 
Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area. The Minister responsible for the Park Act may 
issue a park use permit authorizing Uchucklesaht Tribe to harvest in each calendar year 
from the protected area up to two monumental cedar and cypress trees for cultural 
purposes, on terms consistent with the Final Agreement and the Monumental Cedar 
and Cypress Plan. 

 
Western redcedar 

 
Yellow–cedar (Cypress) 

Uchucklesaht Tribe Government Commercial Recreation Sites 
 
As part of the Maa-nulth First Nations Treaty process, Uchucklesaht Tribe Government 
and the Province entered into a Memorandum of Understanding in 2006 to address 
Uchucklesaht Tribe Government’s interest in economic opportunities related to 
commercial recreation on Crown lands8. Seven sites were established on Crown land for 
future commercial recreation opportunities (Figure 4). This included three sites which 
are now located within Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in Paawats) Protected Area 
(Tuutuuchpiika Plateau and Osimich Lakes). These sites and other commercial recreation 
                                                      
8 The Uchucklesaht Band Commercial Recreation Opportunities Memorandum of Understanding was signed on 

December 9, 2006 between Uchucklesaht Band and Minister of Tourism, Sports and the Arts. 
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sites on Crown land outside the protected area will allow Uchucklesaht Tribe the 
opportunity to build capacity to operate a commercial recreation business creating local 
jobs and expanding Indigenous tourism in British Columbia.  
 
These and other key management commitments arising from the Final Agreement and 
MOU are summarized in Appendix 1.  

 
Figure 4: Map of Uchucklesaht Tribe Government Commercial Recreation Sites 
 

1.6 Management Planning Process   

This management plan is being developed through the collaborative efforts of members 
of Uchucklesaht Tribe Government, Uchucklesaht Tribe staff members, BC Parks staff and 
the Uchucklesaht Tribe/BC Parks Joint Committee for Thunderbird’s Nest (T’iitsk’in 
Paawats) Protected Area. 
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Field Visits and Research Projects 
 
Several field visits and a Lidar9 project were conducted during the management 
planning process. BC Parks staff and Uchucklesaht Tribe members had the opportunity 
to visit the area by boat across Henderson Lake from Elbow Creek Beach to T’iitskakis – 
Thunderbird Beach, and twice by helicopter, including flights over the protected area 
and landing on the Tuutuuchpiika Plateau. 
 
In June 2012, BC Park staff and Uchucklesaht Tribe members travelled by boat across 
Henderson Lake from the Elbow Beach boat launch to T’iitskakis - Thunderbird Beach. 
The group was looking at the access routes into the protected area from Henderson 
Lake and Uchucklesaht Tribe lands at T’iitskakis – Thunderbird Beach.   
 

June 2012 Field Visit to T’iitskakis - Thunderbird Beach  
August 2012 Field Visit to Tuutuuchpiika Plateau 

 

 
In August 2012 and 2015, BC Parks staff and Uchucklesaht Tribe members used helicopter 
access to the protected area, landing at Tuutuuchpiika Plateau. These field trips allowed staff 
to view the cultural and ecological values in the protected area and assess the location of the 
proposed Uchucklesaht Tribe Government commercial recreation opportunities. In addition, 
the field visit provided information on potential zoning in the protected area and a review of 
ecological considerations in facility design. The ecological values identified during these visits 
are included in the discussion of natural values in section 2.3 of this management plan.  
 
                                                      
9 Lidar (Light Detection and Ranging) is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a pulsed laser to 
measure ranges to the earth. These light pulses combined with other data recorded by the airborne system to 
generate precise, three-dimension information about the shape of the earth and its surface characteristics.  


