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Request for Review and Feedback:
Draft Wetland and CIAS Guidance Under Development

Help Shape New Provincial Standards, Guidance, and Assessment Tools

The Ministry of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship is seeking feedback from qualified
environmental professionals on a suite of draft standards, guidance documents,
assessment tools, and data resources being developed to support wetland management
and activities occurring in and around streams under the Water Sustainability Act (WSA).
These initiatives are intended to improve permitting consistency, environmental
outcomes, and clarity for proponents, practitioners, and decision-makers.

Professionals are invited to review the materials and provide feedback before finalization
and broader implementation. Several of the documents are expected to become preferred
or pilot standards for use in wetlands-related permitting and mitigation planning. These
materials are intended to evolve over time based on testing, implementation experience,
and practitioner feedback. Input from qualified environmental professionals is requested
to ensure the guidance is scientifically robust, practical to implement, and appropriately
scaled across sectors and regions of British Columbia.

Available for Review

1. Changes In and About a Stream (CIAS) Best Management Practices

The Ministry is updating both the general CIAS Best Management Practices document and
the scope-specific BMP appendix to improve consistency, address emerging issues, and
align with recent regulatory and policy updates.

Proposed updates include new and revised guidance related to stream crossings,
restoration activities, stormwater outfalls, fish salvage, invasive species management,
temporary diversions, monitoring, and adaptive management.

Documents:

1. Draft Requirements and Best Management Practices for Making Changes In and
About a Stream in British Columbia
2. Draft Appendix: Scope-specific Best Management Practices for CIAS under the WSA

Feedback form (please enter feedback and return as an attachment via email):
CIAS BMP Comment Track

Feedback Deadline: September 4, 2026



https://coms.api.gov.bc.ca/api/v1/object/1d9d0f9c-050d-482c-a433-3675dc231ade
https://coms.api.gov.bc.ca/api/v1/object/1d9d0f9c-050d-482c-a433-3675dc231ade
https://coms.api.gov.bc.ca/api/v1/object/f2cb2a67-13dc-4f80-a0f1-6da69446fc8f
https://coms.api.gov.bc.ca/api/v1/object/295c6ce2-28bb-4da4-8f83-4dae10a4fa1e

2. Standard Procedure for Applying the Environmental Mitigation Policy to Wetlands

This draft procedure establishes a structured process for applying the environmental
mitigation hierarchy within wetland permitting and authorization decisions under the
WSA. It outlines expectations for progressing through avoidance, minimization,
restoration on-site and offsetting of residual impacts.

The procedure also introduces wetland categorization, management objectives, offset
ratios, documentation requirements and expectations for demonstrating application of
the mitigation hierarchy.

Procedure document: Draft Working in and Around Wetlands
Survey: Click here

Feedback deadline: August 31, 2026

3. Draft Wetland Environmental Mitigation Guidance

This companion document provides practical guidance, methods, and best management
practices to support implementation of the mitigation hierarchy. Topics include avoidance
and minimization techniques, restoration planning, wetland creation and enhancement,
offset site selection, monitoring and adaptive management and performance standards
and reporting.

Guidance document: draft coming soon
Feedback deadline: TBC
4. Wetland Data Tools and Resources

New wetland data products, templates, and mapping tools have been developed to
support data submission, access, and management, including the Wetland Explorer Tool,
Survey123 templates, and geodatabase standards. Feedback is sought on functionality,
accessibility, and integration with existing workflows.

Link: BC Wetlands Explorer Tool (BCWET) Application
Link: BC Wetlands Tools and Resources

Feedback Deadline: December 31, 2026
5. Wetland Ecosystem Services Protocol (WESP-BC)

WESP-BC is a rapid wetland function assessment tool for non-tidal wetlands that supports
evaluation of ecosystem functions and benefits and informs mitigation and compensation
planning. The protocol includes a user manual, field and desktop assessment guides,
Survey123 templates, and supporting analytical tools. Practitioners are encouraged to test
the protocol and provide feedback on implementation and usability.


https://coms.api.gov.bc.ca/api/v1/object/2c55512a-6717-442b-8865-e76f3d2bcdf3
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=AFLbbw09ikqwNtNoXjWa3CQ6C9tbDHBHrSJhUylL6n5UOTdFQ1VMRlVSR0U3STdZN1c2VDVRRDNDTy4u
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/a53797480c7b428daa1ef57ee5305d82
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/plants-animals-ecosystems/ecosystems/wetlands-in-bc/wetlands-tools-resources

Link: WESP-BC user manual and associated tools

Feedback Deadline: Spring 2027
6. Draft BC Wetland Identification and Delineation Manual

The Draft BC Wetland Identification and Delineation Manual establishes a provincial
standard for wetland identification and delineation, including field methods, reporting
requirements, and data standards. Version 2 is currently being developed based on user
feedback and expected to be released in the fall. Once released, the manual will include
information on how users can continue to provide feedback for consideration in future
updates.

Feedback Deadline: Ongoing

How to Provide Feedback

Environmental professionals are encouraged to review the materials most relevant to their
area of expertise and provide comments based on technical application, field experience,
and implementation considerations.

Comments may be submitted through document-specific surveys and comment forms or
directly by email.

Email: PermittingSolutions@gov.bc.ca



https://bcwfwatershedteam.ca/wetland-ecosystem-services-protocol/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/environment/natural-resource-stewardship/nr-laws-policy/risc/bc_wetland_id_and_delineation_manual.pdf
mailto:PermittingSolutions@gov.bc.ca

